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Glossary 
 

AROB - Autonomous Region of Bougainville 
 
ANU - Australian National University 
 
CIMC - Consultative Implementation and Monitoring Council (Papua New Guinea) 
 
CLRC - Constitutional and Law Reform Commission (Papua New Guinea) 
 
CSO - Civil society organisation 
 
DJAG - Department of Justice and Attorney General (Papua New Guinea) 
 
DWU - Divine Word University (Madang, Papua New Guinea) 
 
FBO - Faith-based organisation 
 
FPA - Family Protection Act 
 
GBV - gender based violence 
 
GoPNG - Government of Papua New Guinea 
 
IDLO - International Law Development Organization 
 
NGO - Non-government organisation 
 
NRI - The National Research Institute, Papua New Guinea 
 
Pacific Women - Pacific Women Shaping Pacific Development program 
 
PNG - Papua New Guinea 
 
RPNGC - Royal Papua New Guinea Constabulary 
 
SARV - Sorcery accusation-related violence 
 
SARV NAP - Sorcery accusation related violence national action plan 
 
SSGM - State, Society and Governance in Melanesia Program, now known as Department 
of Pacific Affairs 
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Introduction 

This report documents the project findings, outcomes, impact and lessons learned of the 

project Improving the Impact of State and Non-State Interventions in Overcoming Sorcery 

Accusation Related Violence in PNG.  

The project ran from 2016 to 2021. It was originally intended to be completed in 2020 

but the impact of the restrictions on travel and workplace access resulted in an 

extension until October 2021. 

When we began our project, sorcery accusation related violence (SARV) was perceived 

as a growing problem in Papua New Guinea (PNG) and had attracted domestic and 

international calls for an effective government response. Our research has started to put 

down baseline markers about just how significant a problem it is and what diverse and 

extensive forms of harm it generates. SARV is implicated in a range of negative 

developmental outcomes, including economic disempowerment, poor health, 

insecurity, persecution, and violence, including torture and murder.  Our research has 

confirmed that these negative outcomes impact disproportionately upon women.   

In response to the calls for action to deal with this problem, both the PNG government 

and a broad range of civil society, faith based and international organisations have 

started to put into place legislative reforms, projects and programs. In particular, the 

PNG government, led by the Department of Justice and Attorney General (DJAG), 

together with a range of partner organisations, developed a Sorcery National Action 

Plan (originally known as SNAP and later as SARV NAP), setting out a comprehensive 

and holistic response to the problem (Forsyth 2014). The SARV NAP was approved by 

the NEC on 16 July 2015.  

 

CI Miranda Forsyth undertaking fieldwork. Credit: Research team. 
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However, the evidence about the scope of the issue, who was impacted, what drove it, 

which interventions were working and why, and how they could be best be supported, 

and support each other, was unclear at the time. This project sought to answer some of 

these questions. Our research has clarified both how and why certain interventions are 

more effective than others, and what is needed most to prevent SARV. In particular, our 

research has demonstrated the importance of community responses to combat SARV, 

including local leadership, and the pressing need to support community interventions. 

Also, the involvement of both government and non-government actors and initiatives 

has been shown by our research to be essential interventions in the effective prevention 

of SARV.  

 

Project aim 

The overall aim of this project was essentially twofold: 

• To identify what regulatory levers exist to overcome sorcery accusation related 
violence, and the context or conditions necessary for them to work effectively 
(addressed across the report and especially in Parts 4 and 8) 

• To document SARV NAP as a coalition for change network through identifying its 
development, impacts, failures and challenges. 

The following four items were the project’s specific objectives (which we address in Part 

1: Account of the Project Objectives): 

• Map the terrain to build the evidence-base  
• Support evidence-based training and awareness programs in accordance with 

the SARV NAP 
• Inform policy frameworks and research agendas 
• Build and strengthen institutional linkages between SSGM and key PNG 
institutions working in this area 

This report documents our findings, conclusions and recommendations that came from 

our fieldwork research and academic analysis. 
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know who you are and we are so incredibly grateful. 
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Part 1. Account of project objectives 

An aggregated account of the objectives of the project and key activities completed during the project, including 

where possible sex and age disaggregated numbers of participants from target groups and others who 

benefited and other data 

 

Our project did not provide direct services to people, so we do not have aggregated data to 
provide in that regard. Instead, we outline our objectives and what we did to meet these. 
We can state that the research findings, workshops, media engagement, conferences (and 
other presentations) and support from researchers have benefited women and men across 
a range of youth, middle-aged and elderly age groups. Our project has achieved this by way 
of raising awareness of the scope of the issue and thereby ensuring the topic of SARV 
remains on government and donor agendas, providing support for survivors, informing 
policymaking changes and providing options for making positive change within 
communities. These benefits are discussed throughout our final report. Moreover, a broad 
range of policymakers and policy/program implementers, parliamentarians, faith-based and 
NGO groups, networks of Human Rights Defenders, and those impacted by SARV, have 
benefited from the research - and we hope will continue to do so - as will be shown 
throughout this report. 

 
For our project objectives, we outline the following account. 
 

(a) Map the terrain to build the evidence-base: 

 
Mapping the terrain to build our evidence base took place in National Capital District (and 
Port Moresby), Enga, Lae, Jiwaka, Simbu, the Southern Highland Province and Bougainville. 
This consisted of: 
 

• collecting incident data throughout the years 2016-2020 in the above sites 

• interviews with survivors and their family members, community members, people who 
came to the rescue, justice sector actors, non-profit actors and Human Rights Defenders 

• collecting news and case law reports 

• entering the data into databases and NVIVO data analysis software. 
 
As a result of pursuing these sources of data, we built a robust evidence base over the life 
of the project. The following sub-sections give a brief overview of what was involved in 
mapping the terrain to build our detailed and widely informed evidence base. 
 

(i) SARV news reports and case law 
 
National newspaper analysis: We undertook a 20 year analysis of the national newspapers. 
Copies of The National and the Post Courier from 1998 to 2020 were searched for all 
references to sorcery, witchcraft, sanguma and other relevant antonyms. FACTIVA online 
media searches and advanced Google searches were used to supplement this research. The 
newspaper data was entered into a database and coded for analysis.  
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National case law analysis: The PACLII database was searched for all cases referring to 
sorcery and other antonyms. Those cases specifically dealing with SARV were identified and 
added to the database for analysis. Each incident was given a unique identifier.  
 
Our analysis of this data was used to inform our analysis in our publications, particularly 
those published in the latter half of our project after we had amassed the data (Annex 1). 
 

(ii) Fieldwork data 
 
Case study survey: A case study survey form was developed and tested in Enga at the end 
of March 2017, when we trained six recorders from around Enga. The survey collected as 
much information as possible about sorcery accusations that lead to violence and those that 
didn't, dating from 2016 until we ceased fieldwork in 2020. We used a refined version of this 
form in each of the provinces we undertook fieldwork in during the life of the project. 
 
Provincial data sources: During the fieldwork, we sought to identify local data sources for 
SARV, and we sought to understand the way in which they were compiled so we could assess 
their reliability and help strengthen future collection. In Simbu, for example, we found a 
wide variety of data sources but none apart from very basic Village Court data in Enga. We 
started working with national bodies, such as the Village Courts Secretariat, to improve their 
data collection practices into the future. Dr Fiona Hukula continued conversations with 
Miriam Dondo of the Secretariat in this regard during the project. 
 
Semi-structured interviews: We completed over 200 semi-structured interviews during the 
life of the project. We created a master interview list, transcribed interviews and coded 
them. We used NVIVO software to undertake the coding of the interview data. The findings 
from the analysis have informed our outputs, ranging from assisting with the compilation of 
key research findings for DJAG writing the SARV NAP report in 2017 through to the latest 
publications in 2021. (See also Part 4. Summary of key research findings.) 

 

(b) Support evidence-based training and awareness programs in accordance 

with the SARV NAP 

 
The research team actively engaged in evidence-based training and awareness programs 
that were in accordance with the SARV NAP, raising awareness of SARV and providing those 
participating and attending our training and awareness programs with knowledge, resources 
and skills targeted at better understanding, communicating and combating SARV in PNG. 
 
In addition, the research team participated in SARV NAP meetings and advised the 
Committee on such things as training, feedback and sharing findings.  
 
A list of all of our evidence-based training and awareness raising programs is provided at 
Annex 3, as there is a considerable amount to detail. 
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(c) Inform policy frameworks 

 
We were successful in informing policy frameworks across Papua New Guinea, including 
government departments, Parliament and through the SARV NAP Committee when it was 
active (up until approximately mid 2019). The following discussion details some of these 
experiences. Activities included training, workshops, seminars, development of 
training/advisory materials, input to the development of policy and submissions to inquiries. 
For example, the research team participated in many of the police training workshops run 
by DJAG and contributed to the development of a curriculum for the Village Court 
workshops. The following discussion details many such activities undertaken during the life 
of the project. 
 

(i) SARV NAP Committees (core and provincial) 
 
Throughout the project period, we treated informing policy frameworks as an ongoing 
process. We actively assisted with, observed and participated in SARV NAP Committee 
meetings when they were active and in the development of information and processes as 
needed by the Committee(s). Fiona Hukula led the Research cluster under the SARV NAP 
Committee.  We also shared findings with the national SARV NAP Committee as they became 
available.  
 
We note, however, that as the project went on, funding constraints meant that provincial 
SARV NAP committee meetings were not held and restrictions caused by Covid-19 measures 
prevented attendance at any SARV NAP Committee meeting during the last year of the 
project. 
 
The following table details specific activities the research team undertook with the SARV 
NAP committees. 
 
Table 1.1: Informing activities with SARV NAP Committees 
 

Date Type Activity 
2016 Meeting We provided input into PCC and SARV NAP Committee meetings 

2016 Template We produced a reporting template for the SARV NAP provincial committees 

2016 
 

Meeting We observed the initial meeting for the SARV NAP provincial committee in Mt 
Hagen 
 
We observed the Enga and Simbu committee meetings 

2016 Advice We provided input and advice, including to SARV NAP Committee officials in 
making their presentation to the Police Commissioner's Conference in 
November 2016 

2016 Funding 
proposal 

Fiona Hukula met with the US Ambassador to develop a funding proposal to 
assist provincial SARV NAP committees 

2017 Brochure We gave direct input to the SARV NAP brochure 

2017 Brochure We pilot tested the SARV NAP brochure 

2017 
 

Assistance A lack of government funding meant that there was a downturn in SARV NAP 
committee activity but we continued to remain actively engaged with the SARV 
NAP Core Committee throughout 



 

The Australian National University 13 

Date Type Activity 
2017 
 

Presentation The research team gave a presentation of research findings to the national SARV 
NAP Committee 

2017 Website The website was handed to the SARV NAP Committee (2017) (note that this was 
'optimistic' - lacking the funds and technical capacity, we had to maintain it in 
the background; we hope this may change in the near future so that we can 
hand it back) 

2018 Meeting The research team participated in the SARV NAP meeting 

2018 Report The research team provided a report on SARV NAP research activities 

2019 Meetings Philip Gibbs participated in a SARV NAP meeting at DJAG in Port Moresby 
 
We participated in SARV NAP meetings on a quarterly basis 

2020-
2021 

- Covid-19 restrictions - and lack of government funding for the SARV NAP 
committees - precluded SARV Committee activities 

 
(ii) Justice sector: Village Courts, police 

 
We informed policy actors and policy framing in the justice sector through such activities as 
training, workshops and advice. During the course of the project, research team members 
kept in regular touch with personnel in DJAG, through emails, meetings, talks and other 
means. We undertook considerable training efforts with both police and Village Court 
officials, to increase their awareness of SARV and to help them learn ways of recording SARV 
data effectively and to use constructive ways of dealing with SARV related accusations in 
daily policing and court work. 
 
We ended on a high note in 2021, with William Kipongi teaching case studies from our 
research as a unit within the Bomana Police College's Diploma in Justice Administration, 
which we consider an honour and a validation that our work has had insightful, deep impact 
on the justice sector. 
 
Table 1.2: Informing activities with the justice sector 
 

Date Type Activity 
2016-
2021 

Advice & 
support 

The research team had continued engagement with the Village Court 
Secretariat throughout the life of the project, including giving advice on how 
to better collect data on SARV 
 
We also worked on building and maintaining a good working relationship with 
the police - the Royal PNG Constabulary (RPNGC)  

2017 Training 
(design) 

In February to March 2017, the research team contributed to the 
development and design of training package developed by DJAG 

2017 
 

Training 
(police) 

The research team participated in and observed police training run by DJAG 

2017 
 

Training 
(police) 

The research team participated in and observed policy training program run 
by DJAG  

2018 Training 
(design) 

The research team assisted DJAG with designing training for police cadets in 
Mount Hagen and Madang 

2018 Meeting Fiona Hukula met with the DJAG Law and Justice section for a consultation on 
Family and Sexual Violence 
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Date Type Activity 
2019 Workshops & 

design 
Fiona Hukula worked closely with DJAG in the design of various SARV related 
activities. This included developing a series of workshops with the Village 
Court magistrates 

2019 Training 
(police) 

Llane Munau attended a week-long police training on SARV in Jiwaka Province 
Llane updated her Facebook page on this training, which further prompted 
the Bougainville police to ask Llane to update them on SARV law changes 

2019 Meeting, DJAG Llane Munau attended a SARV meeting led by the DJAG in Port Moresby 

2019 Training 
(Village Court) 

Fiona Hukula provided SARV Village Court training for Village Court, Land 
Mediation and DJAG officers 

2019 Seminar Fiona Hukula gave a presentation to the Pacific Women Lunch and Learn 
about the SARV research project and community bylaws at DJAG 

2020 Planning 
(Village Court) 

Fiona Hukula attended a DJAG Village Court planning meeting 

2020 Training 
(Village Court) 

William Kipongi undertook SARV training for Village Court magistrates in 
Goroka, together with the DJAG team 

2020 Training 
(Village Court) 

William Kipongi undertook training for Village Court magistrates in Jiwaka, 
Pangia/Mendi and Enga, together with the DJAG team 

2020 Report (Village 
Court) 

William Kipongi and NRI developed an observational report on the Village 
Court magistrate training and did a SARV training team meeting and 
evaluation 

2020 Training 
(Village Court) 

William Kipongi did refresher training on the Family Protection Act (FPA) and 
SARV for Village Court magistrates in Mendi/SHP 

2021 Presentation - 
police panel 
members 

We included a panel on Policing SARV as part of the International Conference, 
'The Harm and the Healing' in June 2021 (Annex 7). The panel consisted of 3 
members of the police. This was an opportunity for police to share their 
learning and perspectives and also an awareness raising opportunity to help 
the community understand the police perspective and work undertaken to 
date 

2021 Conference International Conference, The Harm and the Healing, in Madang (see Annex 
3). We convened a panel to discuss how Village Court magistrates are 
addressing SARV and to share examples of what strategies work best to 
prevent SARV. This panel included a Village Court representative, DJAG and 
KUP Women for Peace 

2021 Teaching William Kipongi taught the case studies from our research project as part of 
the coursework at Bomana Police College, 30 August 2021. The case studies 
formed one tranche of four coursework items for a Diploma in Justice 
Administration. An outline of the diploma is provided at Annex 3, table 2. 

 
(iii) Parliament (PNG and Australia), other government and international 

 
We gave both direct advisory input and calls to action to governments in both PNG and 
Australia. This consisted of workshops, seminars, reports, discussions and submissions. One 
particular success at the international level was the passing of the UN Human Rights Council 
Resolution HRC 47/8 on the Elimination of harmful practices relating to witchcraft beliefs 
and ritual attacks in July 2021 which Miranda had advised on and contributed to through 
several years of the project. The research team also made several submissions to 
parliaments in both PNG and Australia. The list in table 1.3 below details all of these 
contributions of our expertise and research findings into the government and governance 
sphere. 
 



 

The Australian National University 15 

We would also like to draw attention to the citing of our research in the 9 August 2021 
Report to Parliament: Part 1, Inquiry into Gender-Based Violence in Papua New Guinea by 
the Special Parliamentary Committee on Gender-Based Violence. In this report, on pages 42-
46 (we have attached a copy of these pages at Annex 6), our research data and analysis 
helped to inform the detailed response from the Committee, in which they expressed that 
they were 'deeply concerned about SARV' and acknowledged both our submission and our 
June 2021 International Conference, The Harm and the Healing, (for details on the 
Conference, see Part 2.3 below). 
 
The Committee made 6 recommendations in relation to SARV that in large part drew on our 
research. These recommendations were focused on the need for funding to reinvigorate the 
SARV NAP Committee(s), provide an emergency fund for survivors and to support CSOs; the 
need for key government agencies to review existing SARV arrangements to ensure 
adequate personnel and processes are in place to respond to SARV; educational activities; 
training on laws to prosecute glasman/glasmeri; and undertake a review of all current laws 
focused on criminalising SARV offences. We strongly hope and urge that these 
recommendations and our findings (see Part 8) will be considered seriously and acted upon 
by the PNG government and its agencies in the coming years. 
 
Table 1.3: Informing parliaments, government (other than the justice sector) and 
internationally 
 

Date Type Activity 
2016 Advisory Miranda Forsyth engaged with the United Nations in relation to developing a 

global conference on SARV 

2016 Networking Miranda Forsyth and Fiona Hukula met with the US Ambassador in Canberra to 
discuss the potential for funding provincial SARV NAP committees 

2017 Handbook Miranda Forsyth negotiated with Nicole Haley to include sorcery related 
questions into the elections handbook 

2017 Presentation Miranda Forsyth and Fiona Hukula gave a presentation to the Australian and 
Papua New Guinean Justice Services focused development program (JSS4D) on 
the research (Port Moresby) 

2017 Presentation Miranda Forsyth, Philip Gibbs and Serena Sasingian presented on SARV in PNG 
to the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva 

2018 Networking Fiona Hukula met with the Gender Team, United Nations headquarters in New 
York 

2018 Meeting Fiona Hukula had a meeting with the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
Mr Zeid Ra'Ad Al Hussein 

2018 Workshop Philip Gibbs showed his film Sanguma: Everybody’s Business film (credit: Philip 
Gibbs & Maria Sagrista 2018) at the Workshop with the Public Solicitor’s Office 

2019 Advisory Miranda Forsyth and Llane Munau wrote a report of their findings about SARV 
from Bougainville and presented the report to the AROB government 

2019 Project work Llane Munau formed Voice in the Wilderness based around her SARV film work. 
This group trained youth in using the creative arts to enable them to have their 
voices heard on SARV. The effectiveness of this group and its work helped in 
part to gain a grant from the US State Department for a new project that 
commenced in 2020, along with CI Miranda Forsyth's SARV expertise 

2019 Advisory & 
networking 

Miranda Forsyth worked closely with the UN Special Expert on People with 
Albinism and other academics to develop a special resolution on Harmful 
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Date Type Activity 
Practices Relating to Manifestations of Belief in Witchcraft, providing 
supporting data and a concept note 

2019 Support Llane Munau provided ad hoc support to the AROB government on SARV issues 
and challenges. This was used to develop specific training and awareness for 
SARV in Bougainville 

2020 Submission Fiona Hukula, along with Professor Satish Chand, Logea Nao and Martha Waim, 
made a submission to the Australian Parliamentary Committee Inquiry into the 
Human Rights of Women and Girls in the Pacific 

2020 Advisory Fiona Hukula provided technical advice to Parliamentary Services for the Special 
Parliamentary Committee of Gender Based Violence (GBV) 

2020 Submission Miranda Forsyth and Philip Gibbs provided input into the Caritas Oceania 
submission to the Australian Parliamentary Inquiry into the Human Rights of 
Women and Girls in the Pacific 

2021 Conference International Conference, The Harm and the Healing, in Madang (see Annex 3), 
which brought together stakeholders from across PNG, from Australia and New 
Zealand and other Pacific region countries, and also from around the whole 
world. These included government and international presenters and 
participants 

2021 Submission Parliamentary submission: PNG National Research Institute, Divine Word 
University & Australian National University, ‘Submission on Ending Sorcery 
Accusation Related Violence (SARV) for PNG’, to Special Parliamentary 
Committee on GBV, 30 June 2021 

2021 Resolution UN Resolution: Working with others internationally, our efforts to get a UN 
resolution preventing harm from sorcery accusations have resulted in a 
resolution being passed on the ‘Elimination of harmful practices related to 
accusations of witchcraft and ritual attacks’. (UNGA, Human Rights Council 
47th session, 21 June – 13 July 2021). This resolution will have an important role 
both in PNG and beyond as a source of guidance, support and international 
condemnation of sorcery accusation-related harm 

2021 Parliamentary 
Inquiry - 
impact of our 
submission & 
research 

1. Report: National Parliament of Papua New Guinea, Report to Parliament: 
Part 1 - Inquiry into Gender-Based Violence in Papua New Guinea, Special 
Parliamentary Committee on Gender-Based Violence (see above for impact 
discussion) 
 
2. Statement: Special Parliamentary Committee on Gender Based Violence, 
Statement to Parliament on the Inquiry into Gender Based Violence in Papua 
New Guinea by Hon. Charlese Abel, Chairman 
 
The statement of the Committee includes a request for 'funding to address the 
Sorcery Accusation Related Violence National Action Plan' and the statement 
makes it clear that the Committee 'is very keen to see the Government do more 
to address Sorcery Accusation Related Violence' and that 'DJAG look into the 
laws related to glasmen and glasmeri to see if they are fit-for-purpose and are 
being properly used to stamp out the role of these community instigators.' (p. 
10) 

 
 

(d) Build and strengthen institutional linkages between ANU and key PNG 

institutions working in this area 

 

The building and strengthening of institutional linkages between ANU (in particular RegNet 
and SSGM (now the Department of Pacific Affairs) and key PNG institutions was a successful 
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activity throughout the life of the project. Linkages were forged with CIMC, NRI, DJAG, DWU 
and the Constitutional Law Reform Commission (CLRC).   
 
These linkages have now developed into very close professional ties between the research 
team members and the key members at each of these institutions. For example, 8 CLRC staff 
members visited RegNet (ANU) in July 2018, and two key activists, Ruth Kissam and Lilly 
Be'soer came to a conference on community bylaws and SARV in Canberra organised by 
Miranda in July 2018. In 2017, there was a loss of key personnel from DJAG but happily we 
were able to ensure the strong relationships with the new personnel continued. 
 
Maintaining strong, ongoing relationships with key people and institutions was an important 
part of our project. These relationships involved two-way support, exchange of information 
and continued awareness raising. 
 
In particular, we helped to build and strengthen the linkages with: 
 
Government: 

• Department of Justice and Attorney General (DJAG), including the Public Solicitor's 

Office and the Department's Law and Justice section 

• Consultative & Implementation Monitoring Council (CIMC) 
• Constitutional & Law Reform Commission 
• Village Court Secretariat 
 
Academia: 
 
The relationship that the research team members have built between DWU, NRI and ANU 
has been and continues to be a strong and fruitful one. At the time of this report, each 
institution can be reliably viewed as a key source of SARV awareness and research both for 
other academics and to others worldwide, ranging from policymakers and program 
implementers, through to media and communities seeking more information. 
 
Examples of our educationally-based relationship building include: 
 

• We developed a strong relationship between ANU and NRI. For example, Fiona 

Hukula (at the time with NRI) came to RegNet in Canberra to work with Miranda 

Forsyth for 2 months (Oct-Nov 2016). This helped strengthen the relationship 

between NRI and ANU and enable onboarding of William Kipongi from NRI when we 

needed a new research team member. Since Fiona left NRI in 2021, William is now 

helping to maintain the connection between NRI and ANU. 

• The relationship with NRI was further strengthened through the publication of 
several key project research papers through NRI's various publications series (see 
Annex 1). 

• We developed a strong relationship between ANU and Divine Word University 
(DWU). Early in the project, this included reaffirming the MOU (memorandum of 
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understanding) between DWU and the ANU. Professor Father Philip Gibbs became 
President of the DWU in 2021, further cementing the strong ties with ANU and NRI. 
Both Philip Gibbs and Maria Sagrista worked on the project from DWU, with Philip 
remaining active as a CI and partner in the project until its end. 

• We worked with Verena Thomas and Jackie Kauli at QUT (Queensland University of 
Technology), collaborating with them on their work on SARV and participating in 
events organised by them and workshopping major research insights with them. 

• Miranda Forsyth was asked to lead an international academic action network that 
worked on getting the United Nations resolution passed (see 
http://www.whrin.org/take-action-2/ and Table 1.3). 

• Our 2021 International Conference, The Harm and the Healing, (see program at 
Annex 7) brought together, amongst others, several academics from around the 
world to discuss their scholarly work on SARV. 

 
Civil society and faith-based entities: 
 
Throughout the project, we built and maintained strong relationships with numerous non-
government/civil society entities (NGOs/CSOs) whose main or part work focused on SARV, 
along with faith-based organisations (FBOs) and individual activists who were working to 
prevent sorcery related violence.  
 
Many informal connections were made between ANU, DWU, NRI (our research team) and 
different organisations working in SARV. The research team played a role in sharing SARV 
information and resources and in linking together organisations and key individuals. For 
example, we heard about a review of the PNG Health Care Manual for Community Health 
Workers and we connected its authors with SARV NAP. We also learned about the potential 
role the Human Rights jurisdiction of the National Court can play and alerted key 
stakeholders to that avenue. 
 
Table 1.4: Building and strengthening linkages with non-profit and faith-based organisations 
 
 

Date Type Activity 
2016 - 
2021 

Relationship 
and capacity 
building 

Throughout the project we formed and maintained close working 
relationships with key people in church networks and activist (human rights) 
and non-government organisations 

• In particular, we focused on Femili PNG and Voice for Change 

• Another group we interacted with was the United Church Men's 
Advocacy group, where Philip Gibbs showed them his film Sanguma: 
Everybody's Business 

• We linked together activists who were working by themselves on SARV, 
such as Benedict Soko, who is an activist in Southern Highlands Province 

2019 Advisory Miranda Forsyth and Philip Gibbs provided input into several versions of the 
CLRC Churches Strategy 

2019 Capacity 
building 

Philip Gibbs visited Voice for Change in Jiwaka province 
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Date Type Activity 
2019 Capacity 

building 
Through Voice in the Wilderness, we have given dance, music, film and other 
creative arts training for young people in Bougainville (Dec 2018, Jan-Feb 
2019) 

2020 Capacity 
building 

Fiona Hukula and Anton Lutz held discussions with members of GoPNG on 
how to operationalise the SARV agenda to make it more of a priority 

2020 Advisory Miranda Forsyth and Philip Gibbs provided input into the Caritas Oceania 
submission to the Australian Parliamentary Inquiry into the Human Rights of 
Women and Girls in the Pacific 

2021 Observation William Kipongi attended the Morata youth development plan to address 
SARV 

2021 Presentation - 
civil society 
panel members 

International Conference, The Harm and the Healing, in Madang (see Annex 
7). We invited speakers and panel members from NGOs to discuss their SARV 
work and specifically, what civil society interventions they found most 
effective, along with suggestions for changes needed 
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Part 2. Feedback from the participants, an assessment of 

the outcomes of activities completed with Pacific 

Women support (e.g. what happened as a result of the 

activity) 

In this part, we discuss the outcomes of our activities in relation to: 

• Capacity building 

• Workshops 

• Presentations and seminars 

• Media impact 

• General impact 

• Our own research team 

2.1 Capacity building 

We experienced an unexpected but desirable outcome in capacity building of our recorders 

in Bougainville, 2017-2018. The research project in Bougainville helped to build the 

confidence of our field reporters, both in their personal lives and in their understanding of 

SARV. They actively took part in spreading awareness and two asked to join wanbel courts 

in their constituency. Others took part more actively in youth community activities and 

training. 

As noted above, we were also actively able to assist in capacity building on SARV with various 

civil society and faith-based groups. This enabled them to produce their own activities on 

SARV, such as giving talks and workshops and helped build their confidence in 

communicating anti-SARV messaging. Several sent speakers and panellists to our 

International Conference, to share their experiences. 

 

 

Credit: Research team 
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2.2 Workshops 

We participated in the planning and delivery of a number of workshops for police and Village 

Court magistrates that were done by DJAG. These workshops were successful in raising 

awareness for the participants. The fact that we were asked to continue to produce these 

workshops was evidence of them being well received and making a difference for those 

participating. 

Llane Munau's creative arts workshop training in SARV through her group Voice in the 

Wilderness that came out of her filmmaking about SARV, has helped the youth participants 

to feel that they 'have a voice' and can tell their own stories about the indirect and direct 

impacts of SARV on them and their communities. 

2.3 Presentations and seminars 

We gave numerous presentations and seminars throughout the course of the project. We 

had positive feedback from these events, which included requests for more information or 

materials. On a number of occasions, one presentation would precipitate requests for 

additional presentations, such as with a recent seminar in 2021 in which the AFP requested 

Miranda Forsyth to give a special presentation to staff. Comments people shared with us 

personally, as well as requests for more information helped to clarify that people's 

awareness of SARV issues had been increased and improved by attending our events.  

In particular, our International 

Conference in Madang (22-23 

June 2021), called Sorcery 

Accusations & Related Violence in 

PNG: The Harm and the Healing, 

helped contribute to community 

awareness and networking and 

evidenced participant 

satisfaction. 

The Conference had to be 

postponed numerous times due 

to Covid-19 restrictions and 

ended up being a hybrid of Philip Gibbs (with help from Fidelma and 

DWU staff) running it in person from DWU in Madang, Miranda Forsyth from Canberra and 

Fiona Hukula from Port Moresby, with all panellists and presenters either turning up at hub 

points in their provinces or tuning in online through Zoom. Participants were able to take 

part through Zoom and Facebook.  

The levels of participation revealed how successful our efforts were - over 1,000 

participants were present on Facebook on Day 1, over 800 on day 2; up to 80 people were 

on our Zoom platform at its peak. This demonstrated a high level of interest in the SARV 

awareness research and analysis, demonstrating a clear willingness to listen and engage in 

 
Credit: Fidelma Takaili and DWU 
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learning more about preventing SARV and who 

is involved in this work. This event presented 

the participants with an excellent opportunity 

to see who is continuing to engage in SARV 

prevention activities and enabled them to hear 

important updates and gain a sense of support 

and camaraderie from the breadth of 

backgrounds and the numbers of people who 

are actively working to combat SARV.  

Furthermore, as noted in our section 2.4, 

several media outlets reported on our 

Conference, and it was also noted in the 

Special Parliamentary Committee on GBV's 

2021 report following its inquiry into GBV in PNG. We hope that the maintenance online of 

our materials from this event will help communities, individuals and networks of relevant 

people to stay informed and be inspired to carry on the anti-SARV messaging. 

We provide a list of all our presentations, training and workshops at Annex 3, and a program 

of the International Conference is at Annex 7. We were active throughout the project in 

ensuring that we presented our findings and analysis to as broad a range of people as 

possible, and the list in Annex 3 verifies the extensive nature of our awareness raising and 

research dissemination. 

2.4 Media impact 

Our research has received positive media interest throughout the life of the project. The 

various news pieces and interviews reveal the on-the-ground impact of our research work. 

In particular, this impact ramped up in 2021 as our analysis from the data was turned into 

publications that we produced in widely accessible formats.  

We have been asked to do interviews for radio shows, as a result of our publications and 

International Conference sparking interest. Several news stories directly quoted our 

research in newspapers (see below). Online, and in the social media space, we have been 

asked to do blog posts and articles for various websites, as well as sharing information about 

our research through relevant social media portals such as the Facebook pages belonging to 

DWU, Anton Lutz and Llane Munau. This enabled our outreach to be broad and relevant to 

many members of the general public. The response of over 1,000 people attending our 

International Conference verifies the effectiveness of this outreach. 

We consider the media interest in our research findings to be both a reflection of the quality 

and usefulness of our work and also an indication that addressing SARV and raising 

awareness about its harms being on the increase is reaching everyday people and 

communities across PNG and beyond. We consider these news stories based on our research 

to be a really important outcome for helping to raise awareness of the problems relating to 

 

Credit: Philip Gibbs, DWU 
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SARV for a broad audience and it reveals the useful impact our research and subsequent 

publications have been having. 

We provide a detailed list of all of our media engagement at Annex 5. However, we draw 

attention to the recent media interest in our work, reflective of the importance of our 

findings: 

• 8 July 2021: The Post-Courier gave front 

page treatment to our article about 

glasman/glasmeri. This was the beginning of 

a lot of interest in our publication, including 

from the Special Parliamentary Committee 

on GBV in its report of 9 August 2021 

• 12 July 2021: Post-Courier, p. 9 refers to 

our glasman/glasmeri article and our SARV 

Conference as part of its report, 'Committee 

to table GBV report' 

• 13 July 2021: The National, PNG, p. 9, 

refers to our International Conference in its 

article, 'Committee wants more action' 

• 4 August 2021: The National, PNG, p. 

15, 'Report: PNG needs laws  to stop sorcery 

accusations'. This article references our 

article, ' Sorcery accusation-related violence 

(SARV) in Enga Province'. This further 

showed how our research has had important 

local media impact 

• 21 October 2021: Both The National, 

PNG, p. 57 and Post Courier, p. 4, mentioned 

our 20 October blog article 'Justice for sorcery accusation related violence in PNG?' 

(image above). This reveals the momentum our research has gained, showing that we 

have become a trusted source of SARV awareness information in the media. 

We have also maintained an online presence through our 

Stopsorceryviolence.org website containing blog posts, 

updates, articles, and more; and our RegNet website for 

the project. The Stopsorceryviolence website shows good 

visitor rates (38,000 visits), revealing that people have 

been searching for SARV information and finding our 

sources helpful. We are continuing to upload materials, 

including some topical blog posts written by Anton Lutz 

and Miranda Forsyth, to the Stopsorceryviolence.org 

website. The aim is to ensure that it is in robust shape as we begin to search for a suitable 

organisation or group that might be able to take over managing the site into the future. 

 

 

Credit: Post Courier, 20 October 2021 

Credit: Stopsorceryviolence.org website 
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See our online presence here: 

Stopsorceryviolence.org: http://www.stopsorceryviolence.org/ 

Our publications and other outputs are also all available on the Overcoming SARV RegNet 

project page: http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/research-

projects/details/6589/improving-impact-state-and-non-state-interventions 

 

2.5 General impact of our research on raising SARV awareness 

The very fact of our presence doing interviews, talking to people about SARV, presenting 

seminars, showing films, publishing information, etc., needs to be looked back upon as a 

whole. Everything we did as part of the research was a form of raising awareness and 

helping women, men, children and communities to gain access to more knowledge, 

resources and avenues of resolution than was available prior to our work. 

We think that Llane Munau, talking about Bougainville but relatable to all of PNG, sums up 

our overall impact better than anyone. She noted that 'many people have come to know 

that we do research on SARV in Bougainville' - as a result of this, they would bring her their 

stories and even their photos related to SARV incidents they had experienced. She further 

commented: 'I am happy that a lot of people on Bougainville are trying to highlight the 

issue'. This shows how the research had a direct awareness-raising impact amongst 

communities. Referring to a film made by Llane separately but which our research benefited 

from as a means to spread awareness via our field reporters (who distributed it widely 

through their communities), she concluded: 'We are getting a lot of positive feedback'. 

 
2.6 Impact of the research on our own research team 
 
Each of us learned a great deal from each other and from the research work. We all grew in 
awareness about SARV throughout the course of our project. Many of our findings surprised 
us, revealing nuances we were unaware of prior to the project, such as the gendered slant 
of the impact of SARV and the role of glasman/glasmeri as instigators of SARV.  We 
summarise the experience of this project on the project researcher participants using Philip 
Gibbs' own words in October 2021: 
 

'Honestly, I think that despite various problems, including Covid, it was an amazingly 
successful and productive research project and I recommend one more article to be 
written researching the research so to speak. I have a hunch that this project has had a 
significant impact on all of us who were part of it.' 
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Part 3. Lists of all the research products and training 

packages informed by the evidence collected 

 

This project has produced numerous 

research outputs, activities, trainings and engagement. Due to the extent of information we 

have summarised from the 5-year project, we have provided detailed lists of the outputs, 

fieldwork, presentations and engagement in our Annexes. These are set as follows: 

• Annex 1: Publication outputs 

• Annex 2: Fieldwork 

• Annex 3: Presentations, training and workshops 

• Annex 4: Engagement with key stakeholders and informing policy 

networks/frameworks 

• Annex 5: Media engagement 

While the extent of the outputs is best viewed in the Annex tables as a whole, a 

numerical account of some of our outputs from across the Annexes is as follows: 

 A selection of our many publications resulting from the project. 
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• 1 literature review 

• 8 refereed academic articles  

• 8 In Briefs 

• 1 policy brief 

• 1 working paper 

• 9 DevPolicy blog posts  

• 3 blog posts, other  

• 11 reports, including expert 

advice reports (such as to AROB 

government, SARV NAP 

committee and UN expert input, 

German and then English case 

study report and final 

International Conference report) 

• 1 book chapter 

• 3 articles, other 

• 3 Spotlight papers 

• 4 discussion papers and Issues 

papers 

• 3 submissions 

• 1 children's book (undergoing 

completion) + plans to develop a 

children's colouring book (PDF), 

comic and teacher's manual 

based on this. Once completed, 

the book will be uploaded to the 

Stopsorceryviolence.org website 

and RegNet's project website  

• 2 websites 

(Stopsorceryviolence.org and 

RegNet's project website 

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/research-projects/details/6589/improving-

impact-state-and-non-state-interventions) 

• 1 International Conference based in PNG (at which we disseminated our findings 

and provided a platform for many other people to share their ideas and knowledge) 

• 1 International Conference based in Lancaster, UK, for which we were on the 

organising committee.   

An excerpt from Anton Lutz's book Peter and Grace Make 

a Difference, illustrated by Gazellah Bruder 
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Part 4. Summary of the key research findings 

 

Workshop at Voice for Change in Jiwaka, 2019     

 

First, we would like to draw your attention to our publications on our research findings 

(there is a complete list at Annex 1). In particular, the following publications provide an 

excellent overview of our key findings (all are clearly identified and linked in Annex 1): 

 

• Ten preliminary findings concerning sorcery accusation-related violence in Papua 

New Guinea 

• Our set of In Briefs, numbered 1-7 (aimed at increasing understanding across a broad 

range of readers such as researchers, policymakers, advocates and NGOs) 

• Our 2021 publications, which are each informed by the data gathered and analysed 

over the past 5 years of the project. 

 

For the purpose of this report, the following findings details what we consider to be key 

research findings from the project's research and analysis. 

Credit: Research team 
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Finding 1: The SARV NAP served an important messaging and relational role but not so 

successful as an institutional structure  

The SARV NAP (originally known as SNAP) was critical in terms of its framing of the problem 

as being one that needed attention and required participation and input by a broad range 

of actors, government, donors, NGOs and FBOs. This framing, together with its endorsement 

by the PNG government, legitimised and authorised a broad range of actions to be taken to 

address SARV. This was particularly important given the sensitive cultural dimensions to the 

issue that may otherwise have made donors and international organisations reluctant to 

become involved. 

The SARV NAP was also critical in the relational work it enabled - drawing together a range 

of committed individuals across sectors and within government departments to meet 

regularly to discuss the agenda and how to advance. This enabled crucial progress to be 

made on Initial key decisions, such as what terminology to use (SARV) and what overall 

framing should be utilised (essentially, "you can believe anything you want but the use of 

violence is against the law, human rights and Christian principles"). These important 

networks, that built upon and also augmented existing relational ties, enabled different 

actors to overcome significant bureaucratic and funding barriers to continuing with the SARV 

work. In this way, it did support the development of a coalition for change. 

The SARV NAP, however, failed in many of its overall administrative ambitions, particularly 

effectively channelling funding from the Government of PNG to the activities identified in 

the action plan. It was also largely unsuccessful at creating effective provincial level 

structures with strong links to the national government, and failed to overcome perceptions 

outside Port Moresby that those 'on the ground' doing the hard work were being 

overlooked. This was largely due to failure of the government to fund the SARV NAP. That 

said, the relational work that was enabled by the SARV NAP did spill over into networks from 

the grassroots to national government and that has led to informal but continued flow of 

resources and support and knowledge sharing across much of PNG. This has led to the 

development of committees such as the SARV Committee in Jiwaka organised by Voice for 

Change and the co-ordination of multiple rescue operations and negotiations of support for 

survivors. 

Finding 2: SARV impacts everyone but has gendered dimensions 

Our research has revealed that the extent of the harm associated with SARV is significant, 

widespread and ongoing. Our data has found that SARV does not discriminate. Both men 

and women are susceptible to accusation and attack. All age groups are impacted, including 

children and the elderly.  

Whilst these research findings hold across different parts of PNG, there are clear gendered 

impacts of SARV across the different regions. For example, in Bougainville, men were mainly 

accused of being sorcerers, whereas this was found to be the opposite case in Enga.  
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It is important to stress that the kinds of violence that women and men face differs. For 

example, women are more likely to be sexually violated, tortured and burnt. Men are more 

likely to be cut with machetes. The impact of SARV is also higher on women than on men - 

women are nearly twice as likely to end up dead, are more likely to sustain serious physical 

harm and to be displaced from their home than men. 

Finding 3: SARV impacts extend beyond the victims 

SARV harm impacts people beyond the initial victims. As researcher William Kipongi states, 

'when someone is accused, the whole family of the accused becomes victim'. A sorcery 

accusation harms family members too and has an intergenerational impact. First, 

intergenerational accusations occur against family members. Second, the shame of the 

initial accusation continues to be carried by the children of victims. SARV harms close  

relatives of the victim and, in particular, it is important to be aware of the hurtful effects on 

children, which include threats to their well-being, dislocation, missing schooling and feeling 

ostracised.  

SARV impacts the communities of the victims, such as causing division, creating tension and 

distress, and loss of community members/solidarity. It is also important to note that SARV 

causes psychological trauma for both victims and their families who must live with the long-

term effects of the violence and its outcomes such as loss of livelihood and displacement, 

and also for communities (including children) who witness the violence and the loss of 

accused community members from their tight-knit network. It also contributes to an erosion 

of trust within communities. 

Finding 4: SARV is complex 

The complexity of SARV is revealed in how it involves many dimensions of the life of a 

community. We have already mentioned how it impacts not only the victim, but 

reverberates throughout their family and community. 

It is important to acknowledge and understand the influence of worldviews and cultural 

narratives in the transmission of sorcery beliefs. Accusations framed within a location's 

dominant sorcery narrative (e.g. 'eating a person's heart' in Enga or poisoning in 

Bougainville) were shown by our research to increase the likelihood of violence. There are 

common patterns but also real differences in understanding sorcery in different parts of 

PNG, making narrative context and geographical location an important consideration. 

Effectively addressing SARV requires a highly nuanced and context-informed approach that 

cannot be generated through more generalised conflict mediation and violence mitigation 

programs. We state this with confidence because it is based on our team members’ 

experiences in both national and global forums addressing witchcraft and human rights, at 

which there is consensus that only specifically targeted programs have any real chance of 

achieving sustainable changes in attitudes and beliefs around accusations and related 

violence. 
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Finding 5: Broad and consistent leadership is important and must include localised 

messaging 

There has to be leadership at all levels to combat SARV. This means community, churches, 

local level government, provincial and national government, the court system, Human Rights 

Defenders and key individuals all need to be promoting a consistent message, given the high 

levels of confusion and lack of trust that currently exist. In PNG there is no one leader that 

has authority and reach across the country and so it is vital to tap into diverse sources of 

authority and leadership. In addition, effectively addressing SARV requires the cooperation 

of many different people all working together at different levels, and this includes the non-

government/civil society sector. When this occurs, many people feel emboldened to come 

together to speak out against SARV. It is incredibly difficult for individuals to speak out as a 

lone voice, as they put themselves at risk of being accused themselves. 

Messaging about SARV is extremely important but messaging coming from community 

members people trust is even more vital. The messaging around sorcery laws and about the 

biological causes of illness must be in the local vernacular for it to be effective.  

Local champions of the anti-SARV message are crucial - awareness-raising by outsiders has 

to date been largely ineffective. For example, our interviewees commonly say: 'the 

[outsiders] say sorcery is just a belief, but we know there are sorcerers in our village'. If the 

message is not seen to be led by or championed within a community, then it risks being all 

too easily dismissed.  

It is vital that health sector personnel continue to raise awareness of the lifestyle diseases 

common in PNG to ensure that people's way of thinking aligned to sickness and death is 

changed for the long-term. 

In addition to localising the messaging, the anti-SARV messaging needs to be ongoing and 

infused into the way of thinking of a community. One-off events, such as showing a film in a 

community, may generate emotional responses at the time but there is no evidence they 

create sufficient impact to change people’s behaviour and responses at moments of crisis, 

such as when accusations emerge. However, creative anti-SARV products do play an 

important role, especially when they get viral sharing and are used educationally. For 

example, children bringing home the anti-SARV messaging from learning at school may be 

one good way to counteract, such as is hoped for through the book Peter and Grace Make a 

Difference that we will be publishing shortly and finding ways to promote widely. It is 

therefore important to ensure that community education and events are linked with 

information about anti-SARV champions, HRD networks, and local leaders who are informed 

and dedicated to working against SARV, so that if accusations emerge and people who have 

been made aware of the issue want to take action, they have people and organisations to 

reach out to for support. 
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Finding 7: Stopping the violence and enabling reintegration are paramount concerns 

The research found a clear relationship between sorcery accusations and internal 

displacement, urban drift and loss of connectedness of survivors with their community and 

livelihoods. 

Survivors do not always want to hold perpetrators to account in terms of having their 

perpetrator prosecuted and taking them to court, but rather want the accusations and 

violence to stop.  

Many worry about how likely they are to be accepted back into the community 

(reintegration), especially following a court case. From a relational perspective, it is 

understandable that some survivors are more focused on forgiveness, because it is viewed 

as a more enduring way to achieve peace and reintegrate sooner rather than later. 

Finding 8: The justice system faces challenges in addressing SARV 

Village Courts, magistrates and police face many challenges when trying to address SARV. 

Community members and victims face challenges in bringing SARV cases to court. Village 

Court magistrates and community leaders need more training and empowerment programs 

to help them to be effective in addressing 

SARV in the villages and communities. 

In some cases, we found individual police 

officers risking their own lives and spending 

their own money to protect survivors of 

SARV. These officers need recognition and 

support needs to be put in place so that they 

do not find themselves put in this difficult and 

unsustainable position. 

There is a need for more research into why 

people often turn to diviners (glasman) 

instead of going to the Village Court and 

police. Attention must be given to how to 

regulate the conduct of glasman/glasmeri 

effectively, to prevent their role in catalysing 

violent responses to suspicion of sorcery. In 

response, further research work, 

policymaking and prosecution efforts should 

be focused not only on the diviner's role and 

criminalisation of their SARV-inducing 

pronouncements, but also on capacity-

building training that helps Village Court 

officials and police officers to respond 

appropriately to SARV in general and, in particular, 

 

Police attendance at a local community.   
Credit: Research team 
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to help increase their own understanding of the catalysers of SARV and what stops violence 

from taking hold. 

Finding 9: Potential for inadvertent promotion or mis-messaging of SARV 

There is potential for confusion in relation to sorcery as a practice that is believed in and 

SARV. This can result in some perverse outcomes that are not helped by misunderstandings 

about the law. For example, many people are confused about the repeal of the Sorcery Act 

and our research team found itself having to explain this on numerous occasions, leading to 

us having to produce a short information sheet to help allay confusion. 

There is a need to be ever vigilant about the danger that the anti-SARV message is twisted 

by participants into one that focuses on the harm caused by sorcery as a practice. This can 

happen because harm is the greatest threat most audiences will be thinking about during 

awareness-raising/training activities. Our research found that people have different 

understandings of the functions of sorcery. They come up with a fancy explanation to make 

real what they think, which provokes and promotes SARV.  For example, while some may 

argue that an autopsy can prove that a heart has not been removed as it can be seen in the 

dead body, this may be countered by arguments that the sorcerer has used magic to make 

a replica heart to place back into the body. 

There is a need to distinguish between sorcery beliefs and acts of violence and how to 

respond to them.  This was the framing that was agreed upon at the start of developing the 

SARV terminology and central to the SARV NAP, and also a crucial part of the framing at the 

international level where UN Human Rights Council Resolution HRC 47/8 refers to the 

Elimination of harmful practices relating to witchcraft beliefs and ritual attacks.  The 

emphasis Is on the "harmful practices “and not the beliefs themselves.   

Finally, it is important to note that many people seem to be caught between three 

worldviews - that of the magical worldview, a scientific worldview and that of Christianity, a 

tension which can make it hard for them to know who or what to trust. We note that whilst 

the Church is often a source of safety, it is also the case that some pastors and church 

workers may inadvertently promote sorcery narratives and actions through their preaching 

about sorcery as an evil and failing to understand the connections between their sermons 

and what happens on-the-ground. 

Finding 10: New sickness, the SARV narrative evolves 

Sorcery accusation is taking a new shape and form. Now accusers are talking about sorcery 

when Covid-19 kills people. They talk about sorcery in politics, business and in communities. 

It has even happened that people will not answer a phone call if it is a number they do not 

recognise for fear of sorcery. 

Finding 11: Safety needs to be assured 

We need to establish more 'safe-houses' across PNG where SARV occurs. These safe houses 

provide a refuge for SARV victims who have been displaced from their communities and who 

live in fear of further attacks on their lives. Funding them is vital to ensure safety. 



 

The Australian National University 33 

Such places need to have suitable people to run them. Our research found that a handful of 

hardworking individuals really commit their time, sacrifice their livelihoods and impact their 

own family's well-being (such as by sharing portions of their own land) to take care of SARV 

survivors. They do not get any of their help reimbursed. The support of the Catholic Church 

has been very effective in this regard in some places. 

In addition, there are some NGOs that are funded to help survivors, such as Oxfam, who 

have done tremendous work in providing care and assisting in reintegration or repatriation 

for SARV survivors. 

Finding 12: What is most likely to stop SARV? 

First, we found that direct experience of a false accusation, or close experience of a false 

accusation second-hand are the most common ways of creating lasting change in an 

individual’s preparedness to oppose a narrative of sorcery. 

Secondly, active, successful addressing of SARV requires the strategy of cooperation of many 

different people working together from across varied, different levels of society. This must 

include government actors and non-government/civil society actors.  

Thirdly, it is community leaders and communities who can stop idle gossip and supposition 

about sorcery from getting out of control and leading to harm. Village leaders play an 

especially important role in stamping out the sparks of SARV. Yet, they need support and 

encouragement to continue to do so, as it continues to be difficult for individuals to speak 

out alone due to the risk of also being accused of practising sorcery. As discussed above 

under the need for leadership. this reality means that there must be both group efforts and 

assistance from officials, leaders and other persons who carry authority in society, from 

Village leaders, media bodies and Church officials, as well as through to government 

employees (including heads of departments) and politicians.  

Fourthly, compassion is important for addressing SARV. Stories shared by our interviewees 

and during our International Conference have revealed the reality that a strong motivation 

for working against SARV is having empathy for victims and understanding that SARV victims 

are no different from other people. From a relational perspective, for many survivors too, it 

makes sense to try to forgive and seek peaceful resolution to enable or encourage 

reintegration with their community. Compassion and forgiveness offer a way forward to 

stand together as a community, to increase awareness about the harms SARV visits on 

everyone and to provide an emotional compulsion to stop it from happening. 
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Part 5. Assessment of the validity or lessons of the 

project assumptions 

The following documents some of the project assumptions and associated lessons. This Part 

should be read in conjunction with Part 6, Issues and risks identified and addressed. 

A main lesson in running this project was the need to be flexible. Things changed 

unexpectedly and often quickly throughout the life of the project, necessitating pivots to 

new ways of doing things that we'd not envisaged when we started the project. A good 

example of this was having to switch to an online forum for our International Conference 

instead of a face-to-face one, which we managed to do successfully. 

It is also important for the research team members to acknowledge that managing a project 

of this size, duration and sensitivity is a complex exercise. It requires good project 

management from the outset, transparency, trust and good communication between team 

members and a willingness to contemplate making changes, even if difficult, when things 

don't go according to plan. 

Key project member's availability and skills 

We assumed that key project members would be available throughout the time of the 

project. As the project progressed, some lessons about our assumptions were: 

• We assumed one of our original partners would remain with the project. However, 

we encountered a constraint when a proposed partner failed to respond to us. We 

managed this by engaging a different, equally valid partner with which we went on 

to create strong relational bonds that helped ensure the project's effectiveness. 

• We assumed key members of the research team would not change. However, a 

constraint we encountered was that some of our key members left the team due to 

changes in their personal work opportunities. We were able to either replace these 

team members with people who had at least, if not more, of the same skills and 

knowledge that were crucial to the project's success. Where that was not possible, 

we picked up the work tasks ourselves. 

• We assumed our research team would be able to cover all of the work required to 

be done under the project. However, it soon became clear during the early stage of 

the project that we needed a range of short-term specialists to assist with specialised 

things, such as data analysis and event organisation at specific points in the project. 

This was handled by employing people with appropriate qualifications on a short-

term basis, as needed. 

Fieldwork availability 

Although we started the research project fully aware that safety issues had the potential to 

impact our project, one constraint we did not account for was the possibility of a pandemic 

and its consequent restrictions. These restrictions impacted our fieldwork to the extent that 
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the Lead CI Miranda Forsyth was not able to travel to PNG and complete her part of the 

fieldwork. This was solved through employing a most capable in-country researcher who 

was able to take on the fieldwork. 

Scope and length of project 

We initially thought the project length would be for 4 years. As the project became impacted 

by the Covid-19 restrictions, it became clear that we could not events such as the 

International Conference or complete fieldwork at the originally chosen times due to 

postponements for reasons of safety, inability to travel and restrictions on gatherings. 

Another important lesson our research team relayed for this final report is the need to 

acknowledge that a project of this type needs time to be effective in doing in-depth research. 

The time is not only about being able to do all the fieldwork across remote places but also 

relates to being able to collect data in a robust way (requiring tweaking as we want to ensure 

this) and then to collate, analyse and synthesise a wide range of data and uncover the 

lessons it contains over the years. 

Confirmation of our project's broader impact at the International Conference 

We began our project with the assumption that addressing SARV would be a society-wide 

effort, but also expected this assumption to be refined as the research came in. One thing 

we found really heartening was how the International Conference strengthened our 

understanding and confirmed our own findings of the importance of broad societal and 

institutional engagement. At the Conference, we heard from a wide range of people involved 

in combatting SARV and raising awareness of SARV throughout both PNG and overseas 

(Africa, Asia, etc.) and our interactions during the Conference helped us to see that the PNG 

experience with SARV and our research on it is proving informative and helpful for people 

working to combat SARV in other countries around the world.  
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Part 6. Issues or risks identified and addressed 

We experienced a number of challenges during the life of the project. In responding to such 

challenges, we found workarounds, pivoted to a different approach or waited for changes 

to occur, so as to ensure the project kept its momentum and effectiveness. Alongside the 

challenges, we also raise some issues which we consider important to understand in the 

context of the project below. 

Principal challenges and issues we experienced were: 

Personnel 

Non-responsiveness of initial research partner: When the research partner from the 

University of Goroka failed to respond to us, we substituted DWU as a research partner. This 

proved to be a favourable outcome for the project, as our relationship with DWU grew 

strong and the partnership was instrumental in ensuring high quality research outcomes. 

Personnel changes: These occurred during the life of the project, both within our own 

research team and in some of the organisations we were engaging with. Fortunately, these 

changes had minimal impact and we were able to successfully find equally, if not more, 

qualified people to take on the roles as needed in our project. We found that we easily 

connected with newcomers in the organisations we engaged with, making for smooth 

transitions. 

Personal life circumstances: Illness, the need to care for children and other personal issues 

sometimes impacted the project. However, other members of the research team were able 

to continue the work whenever a team member was unable to fulfil work at promised times. 

External circumstances 

Elections in 2017: These slowed down fieldwork progress because people's attention was 

focused elsewhere. To address this, we turned to data analysis while waiting for returning 

to fieldwork. We were also able to use the elections handbook as a way to raise awareness 

of SARV. 

Covid-19 restrictions: The pandemic impacted fieldwork and the ability of members of the 

research team to work from their usual workplaces. It also forced us to postpone our 

Conference several times. The ANU forbade travel overseas by any staff member and the 

Australian government halted travel for most Australians.  

Like everyone else, we found numerous workarounds focused on using technology, ranging 

from Zoom meetings to a Zoom and Facebook International Conference. Fortunately, with 

the exception of CI Miranda Forsyth's last fieldwork trip, all of the fieldwork intended for 

this project had been completed. We were able to finalise outstanding fieldwork using in-

country researchers, particularly through William Kipongi, whose tireless and enthusiastic 

approach was a source of inspiration to all of us.  
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Lines of communication were kept open with researchers, recorders, victims, partners and 

others involved in our project by using phone, online video and email methods. We made a 

point to stay in touch regularly this way, which helped to keep the team strong and to ensure 

the robustness of the research process. We were also able to hold the International 

Conference using virtual technology methods. 

Tribal fighting/SARV violence had some impact on our ability to do fieldwork on occasion. 

For example, tribal fighting in Enga in 2018-2019 impeded data collection. There are always 

risks in working in this area, especially to the personal safety of team members and to those 

with whom we work. Throughout the project, we had to monitor local SARV-related events 

that had the potential to impact our research safety, such as a ransom attempt on the Chief 

Justice and the accusations of sorcery around the death of a young footballer - such events 

always held the potential to spark dangerous confrontation.  

We always sought to minimise the risks by travelling together and being very careful about 

whom we interviewed and where, as well as being situationally aware of current context 

and events. We always stressed the importance of putting personal safety first and being 

cautious, to our research team members and our field recorders.  

Busyness and other events: People we needed to connect with were often busy and then 

events such as elections, APEC, etc., would take people's full attention and we would have 

to wait until they were less occupied later. 

Research issues 

Lack of funding for SARV NAP: By early 2018, it became clear to us that the lack of funding 

for SARV NAP meant that few activities were taking place during the first half of that year 

and this problem plagued the following years. SARV NAP researchers highlighted this 

problem in media statements. We used the time when activities were not happening to 

focus on generating our own data through fieldwork and the recorder network. We tried as 

best we could to stay engaged with SARV NAP committees until the pandemic time. 

Outsider perspective: CI Miranda Forsyth was always conscious of being viewed as an 

outsider speaking on very sensitive issues. She tried to counter this perspective by speaking 

as part of a team at public events and to the extent possible, having the national members 

of the research team be the public facing part of the project. 

Risk to children (nil): We did not provide services to children during the entire time of the 

project. We provided a 6-monthly Child Protection Matrix to the Pacific Women Support Unit 

along with our regular report, in which we confirmed that we made all appropriate efforts 

to ensure that any research or related work our research team, staff and recorders 

undertook had no negative impact on children, and that the measures we had in place 

protected children and provided a child-safe environment. 

On the other hand, our research uncovered a previously hidden dimension to SARV, which 

was the impact it has on children as primary and secondary victims. We wrote about this in 

a publicly accessible way in order to generate energy for action to address this problem. 
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Support for survivors 

We found that the researchers and recorders became involved directly with some of the 

survivors as a result of the project. For example, Philip Gibbs continued to provide support 

in his capacity as someone trained directly in pastoral care for survivors. He stayed in regular 

contact with them by phone and occasional visits, to check on their well-being and ensure 

that they were progressing. Philip Gibbs and Fiona Hukula also attended a series of crises 

involving the survivors from Enga and Jiwaka in 2019. Miranda Forsyth and William Kipongi 

have worked together to assist a number of families in regard to reintegration. 

In addition, our local recorders, who were also Human Rights Defenders, were in a position 

to assist those accused to take legal action to bring to justice those persons who were 

making accusations. 

We supported women to access crisis support centres, which included counselling, health 

and justice services. 
 

Through the Stopsorceryviolence.org website, we regularly received emails from individuals 
wanting assistance to deal with SARV. An example is one we received in May 2019:  
 

My village, like many villages in the country is destroyed because of sorcery related issues. 
Houses burnt down, properties destroyed, the accused were tortured, people displaced 
and found refuge in different parts of the province and at least one accused was 
murdered. I have held two meetings so far to educate the people about the negative 
impacts of the accusations and killings and am trying to negotiate a big peace and 
reconciliation programme. I want the displaced to return back to the village. I discovered 
that I am a loner in this fight as the whole community is involved in this. Is there any one 
or organisation that I can seek advice and assistance out there? 

We took it upon ourselves to try to network such individuals into the broader network of 

SARV activists, and where possible, to assist ourselves. 

In this way, one bittersweet risk or challenge is that the research became intensely personal 

for most of the research team. It was not possible to remain unaffected by the stories we 

were told, and to try to assist however we could. Similarly, as members of a research team, 

we became very close, supporting each other through personal as well as professional 

difficulties. The idea of an objective researcher is very hard to maintain in such 

circumstances, but in many ways it is an unhelpful standard to try to meet. Nonetheless, it 

was clear that the mental health of team members as a result of working in such as space 

was always a risk that had to be managed carefully, and we generally did so through being 

conscious of the dangers and de-briefing with each other.  
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Part 7. Lessons learned that can guide similar projects 

Lesson 1: The early stage of a project is time to test your assumptions fearlessly 

We learned early on in the project that this type of research is much harder to do in practice 

than was originally envisaged. There were multiple methodological and logistical issues that 

we encountered that we had not foreseen. This included such challenges as getting ethics 

approval (that was more difficult than originally anticipated); and needing to try multiple 

iterations of the research methodology to ensure robustness. We changed our approach 

from a survey to taking case notes instead, when piloting revealed surveys on the topic of 

sorcery could lead to too much known and unknown talking past each other. Staff changes 

were another reality we had to contend with, and, of course, the restrictions surrounding 

the unexpected pandemic of Covid-19. 

In response, our advice to similar project undertakings is to test your methodology early and 

widely to ensure that it is robust, and to be prepared to iteratively improve your data 

collection methods. It is also important, especially for researchers with Western-trained 

backgrounds, to be careful about not making static, linear conceptualisations of the research 

problems. We found it was more appropriate to view the issues in a more relational, system-

wide and spiral-like manner instead, in order to fully understand the relationships, 

interactions and complex connections this type of research revolves around. And early on, 

be sure to get quality advice on ethical issues. A mix of national and expatriate members on 

the research team helps to keep a balance on this issues, which is so culturally loaded. 

In addition, if there is quantitative data involved, be sure to get a good statistician to join 

your team; having a data specialist on our team made an enormously important difference.  

Lesson 2: Clarity of purpose is key 

CI Miranda Forsyth found initial difficulties when trying to convey to interviewees what the 

purpose of the project was and what was wanted from those participating in interviews. She 

realised that not only did she need to speak slowly and clearly, she personally had to unpack 

unconscious assumptions about how people understand and receive messages when trying 

to communicate about the project and ask interview questions.  

We also had an experience in 2017 where two recorders collected the same information 

about one incident but came back with quite different information. After following up on 

why this happened, we learned it was important to wait longer after an incident before 

collecting data, until people felt less distressed about what had taken place, as fear and 

tension can cause people to forget or mistake information. 

Our advice to other project interviewers is to have a simple, short message about their 

project to explain it to everyone and to be aware of making assumptions that people will 

naturally understand where you're coming from or what you intend. Amongst others, one 

response we came up with was to develop a short but comprehensive statement of the law 

concerning sorcery and SARV to assist our research team members to help explain what the 
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law in PNG says about sorcery. This resource has now been developed into the "know the 

law" segment of the television program being produced by The Voice. 

Clarity of communications includes being clear to and gaining clarity from your data 

gatherers. Make sure your data collectors understand the data collection process and are 

collecting the same information, including making use of a 'don't know' response when the 

data is not clear to them, so as to avoid random misinterpretations out of a misplaced sense 

of needing to put down 'something'. We also advise that your interview approach will likely 

need to be continuously refined, to iron out ambiguities and to reflect your objectives for 

the project. 

Lesson 3: Get a good team together 

The success of a project is entirely reliant on how strong, committed and cohesive your 

research team is. Having in place ways to stay linked despite remoteness, pandemics, being 

in different countries, etc., is crucial for team cohesion. This type of research can be 

emotionally draining, so team support is a must for emotional well-being and debriefing 

opportunities as well. 

It is important to develop and maintain a good partnerships between the researchers - 

teamwork is vital to high quality research outcomes. This includes holding regular meetings, 

updating each other often and doing program evaluations with the team members who are 

on-the-ground. 

The team is more robust for being a mixture of professional staff, on-the-ground staff and 

academic staff - having such a mixture ensures that all aspects of the project can be 

addressed to the highest standard by allowing everyone to work to their strengths. 

When managing the research team partnerships, it is important to ensure that they are 

open, transparent and mutually beneficial. Also, a well-managed project can help make the 

funds stretch a long way, so it's important to have good project management in place. 

Lesson 4: Networking with non-government/civil society services is an essential part of 

addressing SARV effectively 

We found that it was critical to understand which existing NGO, HRD networks and service 

providers services were operating in the areas in which we were researching and to connect 

with them during our research.  This enabled us to refer victims and other lone advocates to 

these services and networks when requested, and was also an important source of local 

knowledge. 

Lesson 5: Wide-range information dissemination is the best communications strategy 

We learned through the course of our project that having research disseminated in different 

forms (media, op-eds, academic fora, conferences and policy spaces) is important for 

reaching a wide audience. Our strategy of short individual pieces on different aspects of 

SARV (conceptual, by province, topical issues, etc.), was a really good way to get the 
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messaging disseminated in the public domain across a broad range of people and 

organisations beyond academia.  

For example, we did blog posts, Spotlight papers, discussion and issues papers and articles 

online, as well as our academic articles. Working with NRI's publications series and with the 

DevPolicy series, we were able to reach a broad audience and achieve real impact beyond 

academia alone. This impact is demonstrated by such examples as the media write-up about 

our glasman/glasmeri article (12 July 2021, Post Courier) and our Enga Province article (4 

August 2021, The National) (see further Annex 5 below and Part 2.4 above). 
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Part 8. Conclusions and recommendations 

 

Members of the research team in Enga, 2017 

Conclusion 

Our research communication strategy has taken our research out of the academic space and 

firmly embedded it into the PNG policy space. We have been able to share our findings 

through a wide and diverse audience, ranging beyond academics, to reach policymakers and 

policy implementers; practitioners in non-government/civil society organisations; faith-

based organisations; community and civil society networks; Human Rights Defenders; 

communities; motivated individuals; and more. Our research has also contributed to 

bringing SARV to the attention of politicians, who have recognised this issue as a 

fundamental problem and who must take key actions in the near future to prevent SARV. 

Leadership, awareness-raising and advocacy needs to come from inside communities, and 

be networked into broader outside networks, and each approach needs to be context 

specific. As part of our research, we developed this insight into a new theory of change, 

Networked Inside-Out Change. This requires uncovering and encouraging leadership for 

change from within communities, and for promoting messaging that will resonate in a 

Credit: Research team 
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particular community, allowing it to be adapted to that community and communicated by 

internal leaders (with support, where needed, from external networks). 

However, despite good intentions and the dedicated work of many people, it is clear that 

SARV continues to occur in Papua New Guinea. As such, the awareness of SARV and research 

of this kind needs to continue happening. And whilst awareness is important, what matters 

even more is the kind of awareness and its content. To this end, we advocate strongly that 

good training of police and magistrates is an essential ongoing need. We also have much to 

learn still from local grassroots efforts to practice non-violent ways of dealing with pervasive 

belief in sorcery. And it is important to be aware of the cultural and social background of the 

people, especially in SARV hotspots, to be able to answer the question of why SARV 

continues to accelerate, as in part, when people interpret events based on their belief 

system, it is more likely to lead to sorcery accusation and SARV. 

Finally, we do not see the end of this project as the end of the work on SARV. Rather, this 

project's end marks one more milestone in a very important process. Despite various 

problems we encountered, including Covid-19, this was an amazingly successful and 

productive research project and if we find time, we would like to write one more article 

about researching the research of this project. This project had a significant impact on all of 

us who were a part of it. We thank all the people who helped us with and supported our 

learning, research, contacts, networking and more - without them this project would not 

have been the same. 

Going forward, even though we are each going our individual ways, we have our own 

intentions to remain involved in SARV research and activism. For example, Miranda Forsyth 

is hoping to publish a book, Burning: Sorcery Accusation Related Violence in the 21st Century 

and she is still continuing work as CI for the US State department project about using creative 

arts to raise awareness of SARV. Philip Gibbs will continue to care for survivors and write 

about SARV. Fiona Hukula will continue to stay informed about SARV from the perspective 

of her gender expertise. The research team will also finalise the Stopsorceryviolence.org 

website and hand it over to a new home in the near future. Last but not least, we will 

continue to promote our research through continuing to share our many publications and 

we are always available for media engagement as experts in SARV. 

We finish this report with recommendations that we consider will be useful for going 

forward with future research and practical application in the realm of addressing SARV. 
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Recommendations 

 

Recommendation 1: Address the gendered impact of SARV 

It is important to acknowledge the harm that SARV causes across communities and for 

individuals, of both genders and all age groups. It is equally important to stress that SARV is 

gendered, and in particular, that the impacts on women are disproportionate. We suggest 

that there is a need to support women in a variety of policy and practical ways. These ways 

include the need to fund and provide emergency help; to provide extra help for women who 

want to take SARV perpetrators to court; and to give long-term assistance and support for 

reintegration back into communities or into a new life. 

Recommendation 2: Accepting SARV's complexity requires a holistic approach to legal, 

policy and practical interventions to prevent SARV 

There is no single 'silver bullet' answer to preventing SARV. Responses to SARV must be 

broad in practice, systemically focused and adaptable as new learnings come to light. Most 

importantly, the state must take a more proactive role in combatting SARV. State presence 

in many communities is currently lacking and there is a need for significant state intervention 

and resourcing in terms of police presence in communities and leadership to ensure that the 

wildfire of SARV is quickly extinguished. 

However, it is not appropriate for the state to take a one-sector approach to SARV. All 

sectors within government have a potential role to play in addressing and preventing SARV, 

not just the justice sector. For example, the legal response to SARV must also be 

accompanied by a health and education response, in order to achieve effective long-term 

change. 

Anti-SARV campaigns must focus on ways to redirect group dynamics towards more 

constructive approaches to resolving fears and growing tensions. This needs to happen 

through such actions as targeted awareness in priming competent and respected individuals 

to stay alert and act fast to quash accusations of sorcery; diverting public discussions away 

from suggestions that lead to violence, such as publicly refuting sorcery accusations using 

well-regarded faith, village and other community-trusted leaders. 

Policymakers need to look for explanations as to why people seek advice from diviners 

(glasman) instead of going to Village Court magistrates and the police. This points to a need 

for further research and research-based training for justice officials. 

Recommendation 3: Continue SARV awareness throughout PNG - and beyond 

This project should not be viewed as an endpoint to research or SARV awareness raising 

activities. There is a need for SARV awareness to continue, supported by research to 

evaluate the effectiveness of awareness activities and policies.  

Village Court magistrates and community leaders need more training and empowerment 

programs to help them to be effective in addressing SARV in the villages and communities. 
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There is also a global dimension that extends beyond our PNG research, as revealed 

particularly through our input into the UN Resolution and the discussions at our 

International Conference. This highlights that there is a great deal of valuable data and 

insights arising from our research that could also help in addressing the high levels of 

violence associated with beliefs about witchcraft and sorcery in at least 50 other countries 

around the world. 

Recommendation 4: Uncover and uplift the champions and find ways to promote their 

safety 

SARV prevention and awareness needs more 'champions'. Not only does this mean 

acknowledging and supporting the people we already know are champions in addressing 

SARV and its harms, but also finding and inspiring new champions to take up the cause. This 

should include prominent people who can take the lead and make a difference. Moreover, 

finding champions should also include the training, upskilling and supporting of the next 

generation of leaders from within youth. Helping them to take the anti-SARV message 

through their communities and to help them become tomorrow's justice policymakers in 

PNG, must become a new focus.  It is also critically Important to promote the safety and 

security of champions, including attention to risks to mental health, especially for those 

HRDs that actively support victims of SARV. 

Recommendation 5: Funding to prevent SARV is important 

Funding for further research and for everyday activities that help prevent and educate about 

SARV is an essential part of addressing SARV effectively.  

First, there must be adequate funding provided for research work into SARV. We hope that 

our work inspires others to take up where we have left off but in order to do so, there must 

be sufficient funding available.  

Second, there is a pressing need to ensure that the government funds promised to SARV 

NAP committees is distributed to enable the SARV NAP committees to carry out their 

important work to the fullest extent possible. The Special Parliamentary Committee on 

Gender-Based Violence report, part 1, 2021, and associated Statement, supports this call to 

action. 

Third, funding is needed to increase the resilience and capacity of committed individuals, 

Human Rights Defenders, NGOs and CSOs, who are risking their personal safety and using 

their own resources to rescue and care for victims of SARV, as well as spread awareness. 

Funding is one signal that the government supports their work and is taking leadership over 

tackling SARV. Dedicated human concern is even more important than funding but the 

funding enables it to be supported and properly acknowledged. 

Fourth, an emergency fund for victims, as recommended by the Special Parliamentary 

Committee on GBV, is another important need because it not only provides reassurance to 

victims that they can go somewhere safe but it also provides them with the autonomy in 

making their own choices in rebuilding their lives. 
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Recommendation 6: Place an increasing focus on prosecuting SARV 

For more details on this recommendation, please refer to our Policy Brief, 'Prosecution of 

sorcery accusation related violence in PNG: What more is required?'. In a nutshell, we 

recommend that: the range of harms of SARV be accounted for in prosecutions, not only 

murder but also arson, property destruction and assaults; female victims receive assistance 

and support to bring cases to court; SARV cases receive a fast-track through the court 

system; all perpetrators in group attacks be arrested and prosecuted; that diviners be 

prosecuted for the actions in inciting SARV (which is also supported by the Parliamentary 

Committee's 2021 report) and that SARV decisions be communicated widely throughout 

PNG's public so that people are aware of what happens to perpetrators and know that the 

government is taking SARV prevention seriously. 

Recommendation 7: Continue the research journey 

We urge that this project's study continue to be followed up on. We consider that the 

approach of partnership taken in our project is worth emulating when researching SARV and 

similar kinds of sensitive issues in PNG and beyond. 

For example, as we noted above, there is a need to do more research into why people trust 

diviners instead of going to Village Court and police officials for help. 

However, in the context of PNG, we caution that future researchers do not try to repeat our 

research program. Instead, we urge that they learn from our project experiences and 

findings, and research into finding and sustaining more effective ways and means of 

intervention. In particular, everyone from government to civil society has a lot more to learn 

from local grassroots efforts to practice non-violent ways of dealing with pervasive belief in 

sorcery. 
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Annex 1: Publication outputs 

The following table documents the publication outputs of the project. 

Note further that a list of outputs accessible to the public exists at the RegNet website for this project:  

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/research-projects/details/6589/improving-impact-state-and-non-state-interventions 

We have also uploaded the publications onto the Stopsorceryviolence.org website (http://www.stopsorceryviolence.org/articles-and-

documents/). This will continue to be updated until it is in a state that is sufficiently completed for handover (hopefully to the reinvigorated 

SARV NAP Committee) in the near future. 

 

Date Title Type Authors 

2016 

 

The regulation of witchcraft and sorcery practices and 

beliefs 

 

Literature review Miranda Forsyth 

 

 

http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev-lawsocsci-110615-084600 

 

 

2017 

Responses to and issues arising from recent cases of sorcery 

accusation related violence in PNG 
Working paper Miranda Forsyth 

http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev-lawsocsci-110615-084600
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Date Title Type Authors 

 

 

 

 

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/publications/6697/responses-and-issues-arising-recent-cases-sorcery-accusation-related  

 

 

2017 

 

International debates around witchcraft accusation based 

violence 

 

DevPolicy blog post Miranda Forsyth and Philip Gibbs 

 

 

 

https://devpolicy.org/international-debates-around-witchcraft-accusation-based-violence-20171004/  

 

 

2017 

 

Witchcraft accusation based violence gets international 

attention for the first time 

 

DevPolicy blog post Miranda Forsyth and Philip Gibbs 

 

 

 

https://devpolicy.org/witchcraft-accusation-based-violence-gets-international-attention-first-time-20170929/  

 

2017-

2018 

 

Early modern witchcraft trials – are there lessons for 

sorcery-accusation related violence today? 

 

Report Miranda Forsyth 

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/publications/6697/responses-and-issues-arising-recent-cases-sorcery-accusation-related
https://devpolicy.org/international-debates-around-witchcraft-accusation-based-violence-20171004/
https://devpolicy.org/witchcraft-accusation-based-violence-gets-international-attention-first-time-20170929/
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Date Title Type Authors 

 

 

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/publications/7379/early-modern-witchcraft-trials-are-there-lessons-sorcery-accusation  

 

 

2017-

2018 

 

Sorcery accusation-related violence in PNG - Part 1: 

Questions and methodology 

 

 

In Brief 

Miranda Forsyth, Judy Putt, Thierry Bouhours and 

Brigitte Bouhours 

 

 

http://dpa.bellschool.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2017-11/ib-2017-28_forsyth-et-al.pdf  

 

2017-

2018 

 

Sorcery accusation-related violence in PNG Part 2: Key 

characteristics of incidents 

 

In Brief 
Miranda Forsyth, Judy Putt, Thierry Bouhours and 

Brigitte Bouhours 

 

 

http://ssgm.bellschool.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2017-11/ib-2017-29_forsyth-et-al.pdf  

 

2017-

2018 

 

Sorcery accusation-related violence in PNG - Part 3: State 

and non-state responses 

 

In Brief 
Miranda Forsyth, Judy Putt, Thierry Bouhours and 

Brigitte Bouhours 

  

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/publications/7379/early-modern-witchcraft-trials-are-there-lessons-sorcery-accusation
http://dpa.bellschool.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2017-11/ib-2017-28_forsyth-et-al.pdf
http://ssgm.bellschool.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2017-11/ib-2017-29_forsyth-et-al.pdf
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http://regnet.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2017-

11/Sorcery%20Accusation%E2%80%93Related%20Violence%20in%20Papua%20New%20Guinea%20Part%203%20State%20and%20Non-

State%20Responses.pdf  

 

 

2017-

2018 

 

Sorcery accusation-relation violence in PNG - Part 4: Trends 

over time 

 

In Brief 

 

Miranda Forsyth, Judy Putt, Thierry Bouhours and 

Brigitte Bouhours 

 

 

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2017-

11/Sorcery%20Accusation%E2%80%93Related%20Violence%20in%20Papua%20New%20Guinea%20Part%204%20Trends%20over%20Time%20and%20Geograp

hic%20Spread.pdf  

 

2018 

 

Sanguma: A real evil that destroys peace and communities 

 

Blog post Philip Gibbs 

 

 

Sanguma: A real evil that destroys peace & communities - Keith Jackson & Friends: PNG ATTITUDE (typepad.com) 

 

2018 

 

Activating the powers of law in the South Pacific 

 

Development Bulletin Miranda Forsyth 

  

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2017-11/Sorcery%20Accusation%E2%80%93Related%20Violence%20in%20Papua%20New%20Guinea%20Part%203%20State%20and%20Non-State%20Responses.pdf
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2017-11/Sorcery%20Accusation%E2%80%93Related%20Violence%20in%20Papua%20New%20Guinea%20Part%203%20State%20and%20Non-State%20Responses.pdf
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2017-11/Sorcery%20Accusation%E2%80%93Related%20Violence%20in%20Papua%20New%20Guinea%20Part%203%20State%20and%20Non-State%20Responses.pdf
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2017-11/Sorcery%20Accusation%E2%80%93Related%20Violence%20in%20Papua%20New%20Guinea%20Part%204%20Trends%20over%20Time%20and%20Geographic%20Spread.pdf
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2017-11/Sorcery%20Accusation%E2%80%93Related%20Violence%20in%20Papua%20New%20Guinea%20Part%204%20Trends%20over%20Time%20and%20Geographic%20Spread.pdf
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2017-11/Sorcery%20Accusation%E2%80%93Related%20Violence%20in%20Papua%20New%20Guinea%20Part%204%20Trends%20over%20Time%20and%20Geographic%20Spread.pdf
https://asopa.typepad.com/asopa_people/2017/11/sanguma-a-real-evil-that-destroys-peace-communities.html#more
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https://openresearch-

repository.anu.edu.au/bitstream/1885/186176/1/01_Forsyth_%25E2%2580%2598Activating%25E2%2580%2599_the_powers_of_law_2018.pdf  

 

2018 

 

Escaping sorcery accusations 

 

DevPolicy blog post Miranda Forsyth 

 

 

https://devpolicy.org/escaping-sorcery-accusations-20180702/  

 

2018 

 

Challenges and strategies in conducting training and 

awareness on sorcery accusation-related violence: part one 

 

DevPolicy blog post Miranda Forsyth and Fiona Hukula 

 

 

https://devpolicy.org/challenges-strategies-training-sorcery-accusation-related-violence-part-one-20180727/  

 

2018 

 

Challenges and strategies in conducting training and 

awareness on sorcery accusation-related violence: part two 

 

DevPolicy blog post 

 

Miranda Forsyth and Fiona Hukula 

 

 

https://devpolicy.org/challenges-strategies-training-sorcery-accusation-related-violence-part-two-20180730/  

 

https://openresearch-repository.anu.edu.au/bitstream/1885/186176/1/01_Forsyth_%25E2%2580%2598Activating%25E2%2580%2599_the_powers_of_law_2018.pdf
https://openresearch-repository.anu.edu.au/bitstream/1885/186176/1/01_Forsyth_%25E2%2580%2598Activating%25E2%2580%2599_the_powers_of_law_2018.pdf
https://devpolicy.org/escaping-sorcery-accusations-20180702/
https://devpolicy.org/challenges-strategies-training-sorcery-accusation-related-violence-part-one-20180727/
https://devpolicy.org/challenges-strategies-training-sorcery-accusation-related-violence-part-two-20180730/
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2018 

 

Can we learn from the past in tackling witchcraft-related 

violence today? 

 

The Conversation online publisher 
Charlotte-Rose Millar, Daniel Midena and Miranda 

Forsyth 

 

 

https://theconversation.com/can-we-learn-from-the-past-in-tackling-witchcraft-related-violence-today-102337  

 

2019 

 

Contagion of violence: the role of narratives, worldviews, 

mechanisms of transmission and contagion entrepreneurs 

 

International Journal for Crime, 

Justice and Social Democracy journal 
Miranda Forsyth and Philip Gibbs 

 

 

https://www.crimejusticejournal.com/article/view/1217  

 

2019 

 

Ten preliminary findings concerning sorcery accusation-

related violence in Papua New Guinea 

 

Development Policy Centre 

Discussion Paper No. 80 

Miranda Forsyth, Philip Gibbs, Fiona Hukula, Judy Putt, 

Llane Munau and Ibolya Losoncz 

 

 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3360817  

 

https://theconversation.com/can-we-learn-from-the-past-in-tackling-witchcraft-related-violence-today-102337
https://www.crimejusticejournal.com/article/view/1217
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3360817
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2019 

 

 

Perception of the public on the law as a deterrent to sorcery 

accusation related violence, Madang Province, PNG 

 

Contemporary PNG Studies: DWU 

Research Journal 
Philip Gibbs, Kylie McKenna and Lorelle Tekopiri Yakam 

 

 

https://www.dwu.ac.pg/en/images/All_Attachements/Research%20Journals/vol_30/5._Gibbs_McKenna__Yakam_sorcery_accusation_related_violence.pdf  

 

2019 

 

Witchcraft and human rights: global learnings and 

conversations 

 

DevPolicy blog post Fiona Hukula, Miranda Forsyth and Philip Gibbs 

 

 

https://devpolicy.org/witchcraft-and-human-rights-global-learnings-and-conversations-20190417/  

 

2020 

 

Policing sorcery accusation-related violence in PNG 

 

Book chapter Miranda Forsyth 

 

 

https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/edit/10.4324/9780429031816/mapping-security-pacific-sara-amin-danielle-watson-christian-girard ; 

https://www.routledge.com/Mapping-Security-in-the-Pacific-A-Focus-on-Context-Gender-and-Organisational/Amin-Watson-Girard/p/book/9780367143923  

 

    

https://www.dwu.ac.pg/en/images/All_Attachements/Research%20Journals/vol_30/5._Gibbs_McKenna__Yakam_sorcery_accusation_related_violence.pdf
https://devpolicy.org/witchcraft-and-human-rights-global-learnings-and-conversations-20190417/
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/edit/10.4324/9780429031816/mapping-security-pacific-sara-amin-danielle-watson-christian-girard
https://www.routledge.com/Mapping-Security-in-the-Pacific-A-Focus-on-Context-Gender-and-Organisational/Amin-Watson-Girard/p/book/9780367143923
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2020 Witchcraft accusations and hybrid formulations in Papua 

New Guinea 

 

On Knowing Humanity journal Philip Gibbs 

 

 

https://www.okhjournal.org/okhj/index.php/okhj/article/view/67  

 

 

 

 

 

2020 

 

The Covid-19 pandemic and harmful practices impacting 

persons with albinism: Accusations of witchcraft and ritual 

attacks (‘HPAWR’) 

 

UN document expert input 

 

Includes Australian National University, Divine Word 

University as authors, amongst other organisations 

 

 

 

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Albinism/COVID-19_and_Harmful_Practices.pdf  

 

2020 
Sorcery accusation-related violence in Papua New Guinea, 

Christina  - a case study 

 

Case study report 

Also published as MR 76: Hexenwahn 

in Papua Neuguinea in German 

 

Philip Gibbs 

 
 

https://www.missio-onlineshop.de/productdetails.aspx?id=10000149&itemno=0600353 (English) 

https://www.okhjournal.org/okhj/index.php/okhj/article/view/67
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Albinism/COVID-19_and_Harmful_Practices.pdf
https://www.missio-onlineshop.de/productdetails.aspx?id=10000149&itemno=0600353
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https://www.missio-hilft.de/missio/informieren/wofuer-wir-uns-einsetzen/religionsfreiheit-menschenrechte/menschenrechtsstudien/mr-studie-076-

hexenwahn-in-papua-neuguinea-de.pdf (German) 

 

2020 

 

Gender based violence in Papua New Guinea 

 

Griffith Asia Insights blog post Fiona Hukula 

 

 

https://blogs.griffith.edu.au/asiainsights/gender-based-violence-in-papua-new-guinea/  

 

2020 

 

Addressing gender-based violence in Papua New Guinea 

 

EastAsiaForum article Fiona Hukula 

 

 

https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/09/10/addressing-gender-based-violence-in-papua-new-guinea/  

 

2020 

 

The importance of messaging for Covid-19. What can we 

learn from messaging against sorcery accusation related 

violence? 

 

The National Research Institute 

public policy blog post 
Fiona Hukula, Miranda Forsyth and Philip Gibbs 

 
 

https://pngnri.org/images/Blogs/PNG_NRI_Public_Policy_blog_04.pdf  

https://www.missio-hilft.de/missio/informieren/wofuer-wir-uns-einsetzen/religionsfreiheit-menschenrechte/menschenrechtsstudien/mr-studie-076-hexenwahn-in-papua-neuguinea-de.pdf
https://www.missio-hilft.de/missio/informieren/wofuer-wir-uns-einsetzen/religionsfreiheit-menschenrechte/menschenrechtsstudien/mr-studie-076-hexenwahn-in-papua-neuguinea-de.pdf
https://blogs.griffith.edu.au/asiainsights/gender-based-violence-in-papua-new-guinea/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/09/10/addressing-gender-based-violence-in-papua-new-guinea/
https://pngnri.org/images/Blogs/PNG_NRI_Public_Policy_blog_04.pdf
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2021 

 

Causal stories and the role of worldviews in analysing 

responses to sorcery accusations and related violence 

 

 

Foundations of Science journal Miranda Forsyth and Philip Gibbs 

 

 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10699-020-09727-4 

 

2021 

 

Sorcery-related violence should be thought of as profoundly 

modern 

 

Article in The Guardian Miranda Forsyth 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/may/03/sorcery-related-violence-should-be-thought-of-as-profoundly-modern 

 

2021 

 

Sorcery accusation-related violence in PNG Part 5: incidents 

and victims 

 

In Brief 
Miranda Forsyth, Ibolya Losoncz, Philip Gibbs, Fiona 

Hukula and William Kipongi 

 
 

https://openresearch-repository.anu.edu.au/bitstream/1885/228692/1/DPA%20In%20Brief%2020215%20Forsyth%20et%20al.pdf  

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10699-020-09727-4
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/may/03/sorcery-related-violence-should-be-thought-of-as-profoundly-modern
https://openresearch-repository.anu.edu.au/bitstream/1885/228692/1/DPA%20In%20Brief%2020215%20Forsyth%20et%20al.pdf
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2021 

 

 

 

Sorcery accusation-related violence in PNG Part 6: Catalysts 

of accusation and violence 

 

 

 

In Brief 

 

 

Miranda Forsyth, Ibolya Losoncz, Philip Gibbs, Fiona 

Hukula and William Kipongi 

 

 

http://dpa.bellschool.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2021-

03/sorcery_accusation_related_violence_in_png_part_6_catalysts_of_accusation_and_violence_dpa_in_brief_2021_06_miranda_forsyth_ibolya_losoncz_phili

p_gibbs_fiona_hukula_william_kipongi.pdf  

 

2021 

 

Sorcery accusation-related violence in PNG Part 7: The harm 

of SARV   

 

In Brief 
Miranda Forsyth, Ibolya Losoncz, Philip Gibbs, Fiona 

Hukula and William Kipongi 

 

 

http://dpa.bellschool.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2021-

03/sorcery_accusation_related_violence_in_png_part_7_the_harm_of_sarv_dpa_in_brief_2021_05_miranda_forsyth_ibolya_losoncz_philip_gibbs_fiona_huku

la_william_kipongi.pdf  

 

2021 

 

Worldview pluralism: part 1 – sorcery accusations 

 

DevPolicy blog post Miranda Forsyth and Philip Gibbs 

http://dpa.bellschool.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2021-03/sorcery_accusation_related_violence_in_png_part_6_catalysts_of_accusation_and_violence_dpa_in_brief_2021_06_miranda_forsyth_ibolya_losoncz_philip_gibbs_fiona_hukula_william_kipongi.pdf
http://dpa.bellschool.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2021-03/sorcery_accusation_related_violence_in_png_part_6_catalysts_of_accusation_and_violence_dpa_in_brief_2021_06_miranda_forsyth_ibolya_losoncz_philip_gibbs_fiona_hukula_william_kipongi.pdf
http://dpa.bellschool.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2021-03/sorcery_accusation_related_violence_in_png_part_6_catalysts_of_accusation_and_violence_dpa_in_brief_2021_06_miranda_forsyth_ibolya_losoncz_philip_gibbs_fiona_hukula_william_kipongi.pdf
http://dpa.bellschool.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2021-03/sorcery_accusation_related_violence_in_png_part_7_the_harm_of_sarv_dpa_in_brief_2021_05_miranda_forsyth_ibolya_losoncz_philip_gibbs_fiona_hukula_william_kipongi.pdf
http://dpa.bellschool.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2021-03/sorcery_accusation_related_violence_in_png_part_7_the_harm_of_sarv_dpa_in_brief_2021_05_miranda_forsyth_ibolya_losoncz_philip_gibbs_fiona_hukula_william_kipongi.pdf
http://dpa.bellschool.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/2021-03/sorcery_accusation_related_violence_in_png_part_7_the_harm_of_sarv_dpa_in_brief_2021_05_miranda_forsyth_ibolya_losoncz_philip_gibbs_fiona_hukula_william_kipongi.pdf
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https://devpolicy.org/worldview-pluralism-part-1-sorcery-accusations-20210326-1/ 

 

2021 

 

Worldview pluralism: part 2 – Covid-19 implications 

 

DevPolicy blog post Miranda Forsyth and Philip Gibbs 

 

 

https://devpolicy.org/worldview-pluralism-part-2-covid-19-implications-20210326-4/  

 

2021 

 

Policing in a relational state: the case of sorcery accusation 

related violence in Papua New Guinea 

 

Policing & Society journal Miranda Forsyth 

 

 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10439463.2021.1953026?src=  

 

2021 

 

 

Sorcery accusation related violence in PNG: The role of 

glasman/glasmeri as catalysts of accusation and violence 

 

 

Issues paper, The National Research 

Institute (NRI), PNG 

Miranda Forsyth, Philip Gibbs, Fiona Hukula, William 

Kipongi and Ibi Losoncz 

https://devpolicy.org/worldview-pluralism-part-1-sorcery-accusations-20210326-1/
https://devpolicy.org/worldview-pluralism-part-2-covid-19-implications-20210326-4/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10439463.2021.1953026?src
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https://pngnri.org/images/Publications/Issues_Paper_No_36.pdf  

 

2021 

 

Sorcery accusation related violence in PNG: The impact of 

SARV on children 

 

DevPolicy Discussion paper series 
Miranda Forsyth, Philip Gibbs, Fiona Hukula, William 

Kipongi and Ibi Losoncz 

 

 

Sorcery Accusation Related Violence in Papua New Guinea: The Impact of SARV on Children by Miranda Forsyth, Philip Gibbs, William Kipongi, Ibolya Losoncz :: 

SSRN 

 

 

2021 

 

Sorcery accusation-related violence (SARV) in Enga Province 
Issues paper, The National Research 

Institute (NRI), PNG 

Philip Gibbs, Miranda Forsyth, Fiona Hukula, William 

Kipongi and Ibi Losoncz 

 

 

https://pngnri.org/images/Publications/Sorcery_Accusation-Related_Violence_SARV_in_Enga_Province.pdf 

 

2021 

 

Street-level bureaucrats in a relational state: The case of 

Bougainville 

 

Public Administration and 

Development journal 
Gordon Peake and Miranda Forsyth 

  

https://pngnri.org/images/Publications/Issues_Paper_No_36.pdf
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3936117
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3936117
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https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/pad.1911  

 

2021 

 

Working with the relational state: the case of Bougainville 

 

DevPol policy blog Gordon Peake and Miranda Forsyth 

 

 

https://devpolicy.org/working-with-the-relational-state-the-case-of-bougainville-20210705/ 

 

2021 

 

Sorcery Accusation-Related Violence in PNG – Part 8: 

Responses to Prevent Sorcery Accusation Turning to 

Violence — Reporting from the SARV Incident Database 

 

In Brief 
Miranda Forsyth, Ibolya Losoncz, Philip Gibbs, Fiona 

Hukula, William Kipongi 

 

 

http://dpa.bellschool.anu.edu.au/experts-publications/publications/8125/ib-202118-sorcery-accusation-related-violence-png-part-8 

 

2021 

 

Sorcery accusation related violence in PNG: Characteristics 

of perpetrators and accomplices 

 

Spotlight series, The National 

Research Institute (NRI) 

Miranda Forsyth, Philip Gibbs, Fiona Hukula, William 

Kipongi and Ibi Losoncz 

 
 

BSC01-S-2021, https://pngnri.org/images/Publications/Spotlight_Vol_14_Issue_11_.pdf  

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/pad.1911
https://devpolicy.org/working-with-the-relational-state-the-case-of-bougainville-20210705/
http://dpa.bellschool.anu.edu.au/experts-publications/publications/8125/ib-202118-sorcery-accusation-related-violence-png-part-8
https://pngnri.org/images/Publications/Spotlight_Vol_14_Issue_11_.pdf
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2021 

 

Prosecution of sorcery accusation related violence in PNG: 

What more is required? 

 

Policy brief Miranda Forsyth 

 

 

https://devpolicy.org/publications/policy_briefs/PB21-Prosecution-of-SARV-in-PNG-Aug-2021.pdf 

 

 

2021 

 

 

Reintegration of survivors after sorcery accusation and 

related violence? 

 

Spotlight paper William Kipongi 

 

 

Under review 

 

  

2021 

 

Village Courts 

 

 

Spotlight paper 

 

William Kipongi 

 
This publication Is being finalised 

 

2021 

 

Burning the witch (title may change according to publisher's 

decision) 

Article for The Humanist Miranda Forsyth 
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In publication process, due for publication November 2021 

 

2021 

 

Sorcery accusation related violence: Fighting the wildfire of 

SARV 

Storymap 

 
Miranda Forsyth (assisted by Jill Mowbray-Tsutsumi) 

 

 

https://ausnatuni.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=b16697c4d8ba40e4aac14ac03e05790b 

 

 

2021 
Justice for sorcery accusation related violence in PNG? Blog post Anton Lutz and Miranda Forsyth 

 

 

Justice for sorcery accusation related violence in PNG? - Devpolicy Blog from the Development Policy Centre 

 

 

2021 

 

 

Peter and Grace Make a Difference 

 

Comic/book digital products  

Poster 

Future associated materials: there 

may be a colouring book and a 

teacher's manual (dependent on 

volunteer availability) 

 

Anton Lutz and Gazellah Bruder 

 

https://ausnatuni.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=b16697c4d8ba40e4aac14ac03e05790b
https://devpolicy.org/justice-for-sorcery-accusation-related-violence-in-png-20211019/
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Date Title Type Authors 

 

 

 

In the process of being finalised. The final products related to this publication will be placed on the Stopsorceryviolence.org website under their own page. This 

will happen by the end of November 2021. 

2021 

 

Set of blog posts for stopsorceryviolence.org 

 

Blog post series Anton Lutz 

 

 

http://www.stopsorceryviolence.org/blog-2/ 

 

 

2021 

 

Victims of sorcery Newspaper article Miranda Forsyth 

 

 

https://www.fijitimes.com/victims-of-sorcery/  

 
    

 

We also published numerous internal publications for project stakeholder use only. These have been documented internally. 
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Annex 2: Fieldwork 

 

A summary of the fieldwork undertaken during the life of the project. 

Note that the following activities took place throughout the project (detailed above): 

• Ongoing documentation of sorcery accusations and responses through personal 

networks and media (newspaper reports and legal cases) 

• Ongoing support of victims of sorcery accusation-related violence  

2016 

 

Date Fieldwork  

2016 The research team developed the case study forms. 

2016 The research team did pilot testing of the case study forms in Port Moresby, for 

methodology exploration. 

2016 The research team developed a reporting spreadsheet for provincial committees. 

2016 Members of the research team identified the location of newspaper archives and 

developed a reporting spreadsheet. Both news stories and legal cases were collected 

over the subsequent years of the project. 

July-Dec 2016 Ethics application (ANU and PNG). 

July-Dec 2016 Refinement by the research team of research questions, conceptual framework and 

research methodologies. 

 

2017 

 

Date Fieldwork  

2017 - 

throughout year 

Continuation of Bougainville and Enga province data collection through our case study 

recorder network 

12-20 August 

2017 

Bougainville fieldwork 

November 2017 We conducted fieldwork in Port Moresby over 10 days. We also met with police and 

state justice officials. 

December 2017 Set up NCD recorder network with NRI as lead 

2017 Ongoing documenting of sorcery accusations and responses through personal 

networks and media 
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2018 

 

Date Fieldwork  

Early 2018 NCD recorder network established, with NRI as lead 

March 2018 NCD fieldwork 

March 2018 Mt Hagen and Jiwaka fieldwork 

April 2018 Lae fieldwork 

April 2018 Bougainville recorder focus group meeting 

May 2018 Wabag, Enga fieldwork 

July 2018 Port Moresby, Southern Highlands, Lae fieldwork 

November 2018 Enga fieldwork 

December 2018 Enga fieldwork 

 

2019 

 

Date Fieldwork  

2019 We continued ongoing data collection through recorder networks in Enga, 

Bougainville, Port Moresby, Lae and Jiwaka 

February and 

March 2019 

Miranda Forsyth and Llane Munau spent 10 days doing fieldwork (interviews and 

observations) in Bougainville, from Buka to Buin 

February and 

March 2019 

William Kipongi provided Part II of the Wabag edited interview and other research 

material that covered a period from 15 January-7 February 2019 

February-March 

2019 

William Kipongi undertook focus group discussion work with Six Scenarios for Focus 

Group Discussion within Wapenamanda district 

March 2019 Philip Gibbs spent one week in Simbu and Mendi following up the 2021 case of 

Christina Pakuma from Mendi, which resulted in a publication in both German and 

English (See Annex 1) 

March and April 

2019 

William Kipongi undertook fieldwork (interviews and observations) in Enga 

April-May 2019 William Kipongi undertook fieldwork (interviews and observations) in Port Moresby 

May 2019 William Kipongi undertook fieldwork (interview) in Port Moresby 

July 2019 William Kipongi observed the third public awareness and attempted mediation by 

Benedict Soko in SHP 

7-10 July 2019 William Kipongi undertook fieldwork (interviews and awareness on SARV) in 

Goroka/Lufa 

15-18 August 

2019 

William Kipongi undertook fieldwork (interview) in Enga 
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Date Fieldwork  

20-27 August 

2019 

Miranda Forsyth and William Kipongi undertook fieldwork (interviews) in Jiwaka. 

Miranda Forsyth and Fiona Hukula undertook fieldwork (interviews) in Port Moresby 

14-17 September 

2019 

William Kipongi and Benedict undertook fieldwork (interviews and SARV awareness) 

in Goroka/Lufa 

18-24 September 

2019 

William Kipongi and Gabriel undertook fieldwork (interviews and SARV awareness) in 

Goroka and Hengenofi 

26 September 

2019 

Fiona Hukula undertook fieldwork (interview) at Boroko market (SARV victim) 

9 November 

2019 

Philip Gibbs undertook fieldwork. He made a field trip to Gommu village (Rai Coast) to 

interview the community. He also made a film of their situation 

19 November 

2019 

Philip Gibbs undertook fieldwork (focus group) made up of DWU students to discuss 

sorcery and worldviews 

29-27 December 

2019 

William Kipongi and Benedict undertook fieldwork (observation). They witnessed a 

reconciliation after SARV in Goroka/Lufa 

 

2020-2021 

 

Date Fieldwork  

6-17 January 

2020 

William Kipongi and Philip Gibbs undertook fieldwork and sorcery follow-up on 

previous interviews in Enga. 

March 2020-

onward 

Fieldwork was disrupted by the restrictions on gathering, travel and other elements of 

daily life caused by the global Covid-19 pandemic, including quarantine requirements. 

We worked around this where we could but it did mean that lead CI Miranda Forsyth 

was unable to return to PNG to complete her fieldwork and had to ask William Kipongi 

to take over this task. 

January 2020 William Kipongi undertook fieldwork in Enga province. He followed up on sorcery 

cases around the Wapenamanda district. 

10-12 February 

2020 

Fiona Hukula undertook fieldwork (interviews) with Life Line and Four Square Safe 

House. 

Early 2020 William Kipongi undertook fieldwork (interviews). He interviewed the five recorders 

on their experiences and findings about their involvement in the program of the 

Community Ward Recording on Sorcery in the NCD. 

June 2020 Llane Munau undertook fieldwork (interviews) with field reporters in Arawa to check 

on their welfare and research progress. She had had to postpone visiting them earlier 

due to Covid-19 restrictions but she kept in touch with the reporters via digital means. 

June 2020 Fieldwork planned by Miranda Forsyth had to be cancelled due to the Covid-19 

pandemic travel restrictions placed on travel for Australians and ANU staff members. 
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Date Fieldwork  

Mid-2020 (June) The recorder network collection of data was completed for the project. All collected 

data was entered into our database and was checked for validity.  

By this stage, their data collection had been completed and the evaluations of their 

impressions were completed. 

June 2020 William Kipongi interviewed the project's field recorders in Jiwaka and Goroka as part 

of finalising their involvement in the project. The final results were later written up as 

the Summary of Recorder Program Evaluation. This helped to inform the ongoing data 

analysis and qualitative analysis. 

July 2020 William Kipongi undertook fieldwork in Jiwaka, Enga and Goroka. This focused on 

reintegration. 

July 2020 Philip Gibbs went to Enga and spent several days in a final meeting with the field 

recorders to finalise information collection for the final reports. 

4-8 January 2021 Philip Gibbs undertook fieldwork in Enga (interviews). This was to help finalise a case 

study about a survivor in Enga. 
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Annex 3: Presentations, training and workshops 

Table 1 is a summary of all the presentation and training activities undertaken by the 

research team during the period of the project (2016-2021). The type of activity is denoted 

in column B. 

Table 2 shows the teaching schedule for the Diploma in Justice Administration. 

 

Annex 3, Table 1: Presentation, training and workshop activities 

 

A. Date B. Type C. Activity 

6 March 2017 Presentation Miranda Forsyth and Fiona Hukula gave a presentation to JSS4D on the 

research in POM 6 March 2017. 

August 2017 Workshop - 

convened 

We held a workshop with magistrates from almost every Village Court in 

Port Moresby to explain the research and to establish communication. 

11 August 

2017 

Presentation PNG update, a public presentation of preliminary research findings. 

21-22 

September 

2017 

Workshop - 

participation 

Participation in 22 September Geneva UN Experts Workshop on 

Witchcraft and Human Rights (and blog write-up: Miranda Forsyth and 

Philip Gibbs, 'Witchcraft Accusation Based Violence Gets International 

Attention for the First Time', see Annex 1) 

As a result of this participation, we became closely linked to the UN 

system and this lead to engaging with an international collaboration to 

get a UN resolution on sorcery and witchcraft accusation-related violence 

passed.  

25 October 

2017 

Presentation Miranda Forsyth gave a public presentation at the Attorney General's 

Department in Australia on preliminary findings from the research. 

14 November 

2017 

Presentation Miranda Forsyth gave a presentation for the RegNet 'Fear' series, based 

on the preliminary research findings. 

17 November 

2017 

Presentation Public presentation of preliminary research findings at the National 

Museum, Port Moresby, PNG, entitled 'Overcoming Sorcery Accusation 

Related Violence'. Organised by CSCM as part of sorcery workshops 

organised by Pacific Women Support Unit. 

2018 Presentation Miranda Forsyth presented preliminary findings* of the project at the 

2018 Australasian Aid Conference 

* Note: The preliminary findings were published in the output 'Ten things 

we have found out about sorcery accusations and related violence' (see 

Outputs in Annex 1). 

2018 Presentation Miranda Forsyth and Judy Putt presented preliminary findings* in 

Canberra on the future AFP/RPNGC police partnership. 
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A. Date B. Type C. Activity 

2018 Film showing Philip Gibbs showed the film 'Sanguma: Everybody’s Business' (Philip 

Gibbs & Maria Sagrista 2018) at the National Research Institute in-house 

seminar on SARV. 

26 January 

2018 

Presentation Fiona Hukula presented preliminary findings* of the project to the UNDP 

in New York. 

March & 

April 2018 

Film Philip Gibbs, with Maria Sagrista, filmed key stakeholders, a police 

training workshop on SARV, and a SARV NAP meeting for a documentary 

about human rights and sorcery accusation related violence in the 

Highlands in March and April (the funding is from a different source). 

Philip Gibbs and Maria Sagrista fed transcripts of all interviews for this 

project into the research database. Transcripts are from 104 film clips 

involving hundreds of hours of recording. 

March 2018 Presentation Miranda Forsyth and Fiona Hukula gave a presentation on sorcery 

accusation-related violence preliminary research findings* to JSS4D in 

Port Moresby. 

March 2018 Workshop - 

participation 

Miranda Forsyth, Philip Gibbs, Fiona Hukula and Judy Putt participated in 

a police training workshop on SARV in Mount Hagen. 

6 March 2018 Presentation Miranda Forsyth gave a presentation on Sorcery Accusation Related 

Violence research findings to JSS4D. 

8 March 2018 Panel member Day Breakfast. Fiona Hukula gave a presentation at the Business and 

Professional Women’s club of Port Moresby. 

June 2018 Workshop - 

participation, 

training and 

design 

Philip Gibbs participated in a police training workshop on SARV in 

Madang. 

For all police training, the research team also provided input into the 

design of the police training workshops. 

The police training occurred in the Western Highlands, Bougainville, 

Southern Highlands and NCD. 

17 July 2018 Presentation Monica Kolkia gave a presentation at the DJAG/FSVAC organised Media 

Learning Workshop on FSV/SARV. 

26-27 July 

2018 

Presentation 

and convening 

Miranda convened and presented at a conference at ANU, 'Conference 

on codification and creation of community and customary laws in the 

South Pacific and beyond'. This conference included a focus on how 

community rule making is being used to address SARV and involved Ruth 

Kissam and Lily Be'soer. 

24 August 

2018 

Presentation Miranda Forsyth and Philip Gibbs presented a paper at the University of 

Queensland, 'The end of witchcraft persecution: Comparisons and 

connections between early modern Europe and the South Pacific'. 

September 

and October 

2018 

Focus groups Focus groups with DWU students were held by Philip Gibbs. Five focus 

group meetings were held with a group of 6 students from Enga who 

were, at the time, studying at DWU. 
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A. Date B. Type C. Activity 

10-12 

September 

Presentation State of the Pacific Conference, Canberra. Miranda Forsyth presented a 

paper, 'Ten things we have learnt about sorcery accusations and related 

violence (SARV) in PNG'. 

21-22 

September 

2018 

Presentation Miranda Forsyth presented at the Symposium after the rule: 

interpretation in comparative and cross-cultural perspective - a 

symposium on alternative traditions of law, norms and rules. Her paper 

was titled 'Enacting "justice" through public performance of violence'. 

November 

2018 

Workshops - 

presentation 

The sorcery workshops organised by Pacific Women Support Unit in Port 

Moresby provided an important opportunity to share preliminary 

research findings from the project. 

4-8 

December 

2018 

Presentation Miranda Forsyth presented at the Australia and New Zealand Society of 

Criminology Annual Conference, 'Kill all the sorcerers! The 

interconnections between sorcery, violence, war and peace in 

Bougainville'. The Conference was held in Melbourne, Victoria. 

December 

2018 

Training Through Voice in the Wilderness (Llane Munau), we gave training for 

young people in Bougainville on SARV prevention. 

The training, some with Anton Lutz, involved about 60 young 

Bougainvillean actors and artists in so-doing, doing advocacy and 

awareness raising at the same time. 

2019 Workshops - 

training, 

participation 

We participated in all the police training workshops run by the DJAG in 

the first 6 months of 2019. We also contributed to the development of 

the curriculum for the Village Court workshops. 

January-

February 

2019 

Training Through Voice in the Wilderness (Llane Munau), we gave training for 

young people in Bougainville on SARV prevention. 

10-11 

January 2019 

Presentation 

and convening 

Miranda Forsyth co-convened and presented at the 'Conference on 

witchcraft and human rights: Past, present and future' in Lancaster, UK. 

Miranda's paper was titled 'Methodologies for researching sorcery 

accusation related violence. Miranda's and Philip's presentation was 

titled, 'The role of worldviews in sorcery accusation related violence'. 

Fiona Hukula also gave a presentation. The film Sanguma: Everybody's 

Business made by Philip Gibbs and Maria Sagrista was shown to the 

Conference attendees. 

The purpose of the Conference was to get a special resolution passed at 

the UN forum on Harmful Practices related to Manifestations in Belief in 

Witchcraft and had over 100 attendees from around the world.  

The special resolution was successful in 2021. 

12 February 

2019 

Presentation Miranda Forsyth gave an in-house seminar, 'The contagion of sorcery 

accusation related violence . Approximately 50 attendees were present 

and they found the seminar both informative and topical. 
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A. Date B. Type C. Activity 

18 March 

2019 

Workshop - 

training 

Fiona Hukula ran a legal training workshop, 'Ten things that we have 

found out about sorcery accusation related violence'. This was held at the 

Office of the Public Solicitor. 

2 May 2019 Presentation Fiona Hukula gave an in-house seminar, 'Findings from SARV research 

project', at the National Research Institute. 

30 May 2019 Presentation Fiona Hukula gave a presentation, 'Findings from SARV research' at the 

Uniting Church Male Advocacy Workshop, held in Port Moresby. 

8 August 

2019 

Presentation Philip Gibbs and William Kipongi presented a paper at the PNG Update at 

the University of Papua New Guinea, 'Sanguma accusations as a 

development issue in the Enga province'. 

3 September 

2019 

Presentation Miranda Forsyth presented at Shaping Society Through Stories: Narrative 

as Regulation, a Conversations Series seminar at RegNet. She explained 

the SARV narratives and worldviews based on the fieldwork to an 

audience of academics, higher degree students, government officials and 

interested public at the ANU. 

7-8 October 

2019 

Presentation 

and 

participation 

Fiona Hukula participated in the Expert Group Meeting on Women, Legal 

Pluralism, Customary and Informal Justice Systems: Practice, Potential 

and Pathways to Advancing Justice for Women. This was held at The 

Hague, Netherlands (IDLO). 

9 October 

2019 

Presentation Fiona Hukula was a guest speaker on Hague Talks, Netherlands. 

18 October 

2019 

Training Fiona Hukula provided SARV Village Court training for Village Court, Land 

Mediation and DJAG officers. 

31 October 

2019 

Presentation Fiona Hukula gave a presentation to the Pacific Women  Lunch and Learn 

on the background of the SARV research project and community bylaws, 

DJAG. 

5 November 

2019 

Presentation Fiona Hukula have a presentation to the National FSVAC forum to provide 

an update on the SARV research project. 

18-19 

November 

2019 

Training Philip Gibbs and Josephine Pitmuir taught module JA216 on SARV to 

students studying a Diploma in Justice Administration at DWU. 

6 December 

2019 

SARV NAP 

meeting 

Fiona Hukula attended and participated in the SARV National Committee 

meeting at DJAG. 

14 February 

2020 

Presentation Miranda Forsyth gave a presentation on SARV at the Witch-branding and 

the law workshop in Jharkhand, India. This was presented via Skype. 

8 March 2020 Presentation Fiona Hukula was a guest speaker at the Business and Professional 

Women's Club of Port Moresby. She spoke about the SARV research for 

the International Women's Day breakfast. 

21 May 2020 Training and 

planning 

Fiona Hukula attended a DJAG Village Court training planning meeting to 

provide input into the SARV training materials. 
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A. Date B. Type C. Activity 

June 2020 Conference The proposed International Conference in Madang, originally slated for 

this month, had to be postponed due to the restrictions caused by the 

Covid-19 pandemic. It was to be another year before we were able to 

achieve this (see below). 

18 June 2020 Presentation Fiona Hukula talked about the SARV research findings at a Cardno 

morning tea. 

18 June 2020 Presentation Fiona Hukula was part of a Zoom meeting for the IDLO Strategic Plan 

2021-2024 Stakeholder Consultations. 

28 June 2020 Workshop Philip Gibbs did a two-day visit to Enga and undertook a two-day 

workshop with the recorders who had by now completed their three-year 

reporting on SARV. 

July 2020 Training William Kipongi undertook SARV training for Village Court magistrates in 

Goroka, together with the DJAG team. 

August 2020 Training William Kipongi undertook training for Village Court magistrates in 

Jiwaka, Pangia/Mendi and Enga, together with the DJAG team. 

August 2020 Training William Kipongi and NRI developed an observational report on the Village 

Court magistrate training and did a SARV training team meeting and 

evaluation. 

28 August 

2020 

Presentation - 

panel member 

Fiona Hukula was a panellist at the Young Professionals' Network. 

Sept-October 

2020 

Training William Kipongi did refresher training for FPA and SARV for Village Court 

magistrates in Mendi/SHP. 

3 September 

2020 

Meeting 

participant 

Fiona Hukula participated in a meeting with Michael Wood concerning 

the design of the AHC Accountability program. 

10 

September 

2020 

Presentation - 

panel member 

Fiona Hukula was a panellist for the International Law Development 

Organization's (IDLO) seminar, 'Customary and informal justice systems: 

expanding women's access to justice'. This was launched on the same 

day. 

7-11 

December 

2020 

Presentation Miranda Forsyth presented a paper, 'Understanding sorcery accusation 

related violence in PNG', at the 9th Biennial Conference on International 

Studies. (Miranda presented on 7 December, 2020.) 

Feb-March 

2021 

Workshops William Kipongi assisted with Workshops #1 and #3 of the related project 

Engaging Youth in Messaging through the Creative Arts to End SARV, 

Waigani NCD and Tubuseria, Kairiku Hiri District Central Province 

(February and March 2021). Although a different project, the interaction 

and research gleaned from William’s participation informed his analysis 

of SARV data and awareness amongst communities where workshops 

were held, adding to our understanding of what is happening on-the-

ground. 

April 2021 Workshop The key stakeholder workshop that was planned for this date was 

cancelled due to the increasingly worse Covid-19 situation in PNG. 

Attention was instead turned to the International Conference. 



 

The Australian National University 74 

A. Date B. Type C. Activity 

19 May 2021 Presentation Fiona Hukula gave a presentation on SARV at the Global Institute of 

Women, Peace and Security. 

27 May 2021 Presentation Miranda Forsyth presented 'Understanding SARV in PNG, for the Griffith 

Asia Centre Seminar Series in Queensland. This was later uploaded as a 

podcast (https://soundcloud.com/griffithasia/2021-associate-professor-

miranda-forsyth-australian-national-university-research-seminar) 

21 June 2021 Roundtable Miranda Forsyth participated in a roundtable discussion on SARV 

organised by the Australian High Commission in PNG (online). 

22-23 June 

2021 

Conference - 

hosting 

International Conference, The Harm and the Healing, (see Annex 7 for full 

program) 

Philip Gibbs (DWU) hosted the Conference from DWU (Madang) and was 

a chief organiser of the Conference. 

Fiona Hukula, Philip Gibbs and William Kipongi each moderated a panel 

(Fiona moderated 2 panels) at the International Conference. This 

included each moderator presented brief overviews of their research 

work as part of introducing and moderating the panels. 

Miranda Forsyth interviewed, video-taped and introduced the 

international speakers for the Conference. Copies of these presentations 

are available on both our RegNet project site and 

Stopsorceryviolence.org. 

9 September 

2021 

Presentation Miranda Forsyth, 'In conversation with Miranda Forsyth - SARV in PNG', 

In Conversation with Miranda Forsyth –Sorcery Accusation Related 

Violence in Papua New Guinea - Asia and the Pacific - ANU 

14 

September 

2021 

Presentation Miranda Forsyth presented an in-house talk at RegNet, 'Understanding 

SARV in Papua New Guinea'. 

 
  

https://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/cap-events/2021-09-09/conversation-miranda-forsyth-sorcery-accusation-related-violence-papua-new
https://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/cap-events/2021-09-09/conversation-miranda-forsyth-sorcery-accusation-related-violence-papua-new
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Table 2: Diploma in Justice administration 
 
This table shows that William Kipongi taught the case studies from our research project as 
part of the coursework taught at Bomana Police College, 2021, raising awareness and 
understanding of students of SARV and its issues. 
 

Diploma in Justice Administration – Semester Four 

revised teaching schedule 30 August 2021 

 

Unit  Date Lecturer 

JA213 Ethical Rights & 

Obligations 

13 – 15 September David Glama 

JA216 Case Studies 15 – 17 September William Kipongi 

JA214 Public Administration 20 -22 September Lorraine Morlin 

JA215Governance & 

Leadership 

22 -24 September Lorraine Morlin 

 

Note: This schedule is final as no other dates beyond the above dates are convenient for our 

lecturers.  
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Annex 4: Engagement with key stakeholders and 

informing policy networks/frameworks 

Also refer to Annex 3, Training, Presentations and Workshops for more engagement 

activities. 

2016 
 

Date Activity 

2016 Input into PCC and SARV NAP committee meeting. 

2016 Following requests from DJAG for assistance with developing reporting templates for 

the SARV NAP Provincial committees, Dr Forsyth and Dr Losoncz developed a reporting 

template for them. 

2016 Observation of Enga and Simbu provincial committees. 

2016 Dr Fiona Hukula (at the time with NRI) was in Canberra at RegNet with CI Forsyth for 2 

months from October to November - this helped to strengthen the relationship with 

NRI and work on the project's pathway forward. 

2016 ANU built relationship with Philip Gibbs and Maria Sagrista at Divine Word University 

(DWU). 

2016 Dr Forsyth engaged with the UN in relation to developing a global conference on 

sorcery accusation related violence. 

2016 A film competition was launched at DWU for media studies students to design an 

awareness film around a particular sorcery related scenario. 

November 2016 Provided input and advice for SARV NAP committee officials in making their 

presentation to the Police Commissioner’s Conference in November. 

November 2016 Dr Forsyth and Dr Hukula met with the US Ambassador to PNG in Canberra and 

together developed a funding proposal to assist the provincial SARV NAP committees, 

submitted November 2016. 

 

2017 

 

Date Activity 

2017 Continued engagement with the Village Court secretariat on how to better collect 

data on SARV. 

2017 Although there was a downturn in SARV NAP activities due to SARV NAP receiving 

insufficient funding to hold events, we were actively engaged throughout the year with 

the SARV NAP core committee, participating in meetings and giving a presentation (see 

below). 

10 August 2017 The research team gave a presentation of research findings to the SARV NAP 

Committee.  
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2018 
 

Date Activity 

2018 Continued engagement with the Village Court secretariat on how to better collect 

data on SARV. 

2018 The research team assisted DJAG with designing training for police cadets in Mount 

Hagen and Madang. 

January 2018 Fiona Hukula met with the Gender Team, United Nations Headquarters, New York. 

February 2018 Fiona Hukula had a meeting with the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr Zeid 

Ra'Ad Al Hussein 

March 2018 Participation in the SARV NAP meeting; a report on the SARV NAP research activities 

was provided to the SARV NAP committee (a copy of this was sent with the Jan-June 

2018 report). 

March 2018 Fiona Hukula met with the Department of Justice & Attorney (DJAG) Law and Justice 

section. This was for a consultation on Family and Sexual Violence. 

Department of Justice & Attorney & FSVAC Law & Justice Sector Consultation on Family 

and Sexual Violence. 26-28/03. 
 

2019 
 

Date Activity 

2019 Philip Gibbs continued through the year to provide support via regular phone contact 

with survivors XX and YY. 

2019 Our recorders who are also human rights defenders (HRD) assisted those accused to 

take legal action to bring to justice those who are making accusations. 

2019 Support for survivors: Fiona Hukula and Philip Gibbs attended a series of crises involving 

the survivors from Enga and Jiwaka. 

2019 Miranda Forsyth and Philip Gibbs provided input into several versions of the CLRC 

Churches Strategy. It was launched in April 2019. 

2019 Miranda Forsyth and Llane Munau wrote a report of their findings from Bougainville 

and presented it to the AROB government. 

2019 Fiona Hukula worked closely with DJAG in the design of various SARV related activities. 

This included developing a series of workshops with the Village Court magistrates. 

2019 Llane Munau attended a week-long police training on SARV in Jiwaka Province. Llane 

updated her Facebook page on this training, which further prompted the Bougainville 

police to ask Llane to update them on SARV law changes. 

2019 Llane Munau formed a group called Voice in the Wilderness, based around her 

filmmaking on SARV. This group aimed to train youth in using the creative arts (film, 

photography, dance, drama and music) to enable them to have their voices heard on 

the issue of SARV. A related project funded by the US State Department was able to 

take this project further from 2020 on. 
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Date Activity 

2019 Miranda Forsyth worked closely with the UN Special Expert on People with Albinism 

and academics to develop a special resolution on Harmful Practices Relating to 

Manifestations of Belief in Witchcraft. She provided supporting data and a concept 

note. This resolution was later successful in 2021. 

2019 We continued to maintain our relationships with key people in church networks, in 

government and in activist/NGO organisations. In particular, we continued our focus 

on non-government organisations such as Voice for Change and Femili PNG, and on the 

RPNGC. We linked together activists working by themselves on SARV, such as Benedict 

Soko, an activist in SHP 

March 2019 Llane Munau attended a SARV meeting led by the DJAG in Port Moresby. 

March 2019 Miranda Forsyth was successful in an application to the US Department of Trade to 

obtain funding for the use of creative arts as a way to address SARV, March 2019. This 

revealed the high level of support and confidence in the research work outcomes that 

were being produced under this project. 

18 October 2019 Fiona Hukula provided SARV Village Court training for Village Court, Land Mediation 

and DJAG officers. 

31 October 2019 Fiona Hukula gave a presentation to the Pacific Women Lunch and Learn on the 

background of the SARV research project and community bylaws, DJAG. 

7 November 

2019 

Philip Gibbs participated in a SARV NAP meeting at DJAG in Port Moresby. 

20-24 November 

2019 

Philip Gibbs travelled to the Highlands and out to Enga; he also visited Voice for 

Change in Jiwaka province. He visited with several survivors and paid monitoring visits 

to four of his seven research assistants in Enga. 

July-December 

2019 

Llane Munau provided ad hoc support to the AROB government on SARV issues and 

challenges. 

2020 

 

Date Activity 

2020 Philip Gibbs maintained close contact by phone with two survivors, XX and YY, to 

monitor their progress and check that they were doing okay. 

March 2020 Restrictions due to the Covid-19 pandemic began to restrict our ability to travel and 

visit. However, we found numerous virtual workarounds, as well as relying more on in-

country researchers who were able to move around or meet up. 

21 May 2020 Fiona Hukula attended a DJAG Village Court planning meeting. 

2020 Fiona Hukula and Anton Lutz have been in discussions with Isi Oru, Jemimah Taru and 

the late Charlotte Kakebeeke on how to make the SARV agenda more of a priority for 

GoPNG. 

July 2020 William Kipongi undertook SARV training for Village Court magistrates in Goroka, 

together with the DJAG team. 
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August 2020 William Kipongi undertook training for Village Court magistrates in Jiwaka, 

Pangia/Mendi and Enga, together with the DJAG team. 

August 2020 William Kipongi and NRI developed an observational report on the Village Court 

magistrate training and did a SARV training team meeting and evaluation. 

28 August 2020 Fiona Hukula, along with Professor Satish Chand, Logea Nao and Martha Waim, made 

a submission to the Australian Parliamentary Committee Inquiry into the Human Rights 

of Women and Girls in the Pacific. 

10 September 

2020 - onward 

Fiona Hukula provided technical advice to Parliamentary Services for the Parliamentary 

Committee of Gender Based Violence. 

Sept-October 

2020 

William Kipongi did refresher training for FPA and SARV for Village Court magistrates in 

Mendi/SHP. 

November and 

December 2020 

Miranda Forsyth and Philip Gibbs provided input into the Caritas Oceania submission 

to the Australian Parliamentary Inquiry into the Human Rights of Women and Girls in 

the Pacific. 
 

2021 
 

Date Activity 

2021 William Kipongi attended the Morata youth development plan to address SARV. 

June 2021 International conference in Madang (see Annex 3), which brought together 

stakeholders from across PNG, from Australia and New Zealand and other Pacific region 

countries, and also from around the whole world. 

21 June - 13 July 

2021 

UN Resolution: Working with others internationally, our efforts to get a UN resolution 

preventing harm from sorcery accusations have resulted in a resolution being passed 

on the ‘Elimination of harmful practices related to accusations of witchcraft and ritual 

attacks’. (UNGA, Human Rights Council 47th session, 21 June – 13 July 2021). This 

resolution will have an important role both in PNG and beyond as a source of guidance, 

support and international condemnation of sorcery accusation-related harm. 

30 June 2021 Parliamentary submission: PNG National Research Institute, Divine Word University & 

Australian National University, ‘Submission on Ending Sorcery Accusation Related 

Violence (SARV) for PNG’, to Special Parliamentary Committee on GBV, 30 June 2021. 

9 August 2021 National Parliament of Papua New Guinea, Report to Parliament: Part 1 - Inquiry into 

Gender-Based Violence in Papua New Guinea, Special Parliamentary Committee on 

Gender-Based Violence. The impact our research has had can be clearly seen in the 

report findings and recommendations - see pages 42-46. 

12 August 2021 Special Parliamentary Committee on Gender Based Violence, Statement to Parliament 

on the Inquiry into Gender Based Violence in Papua New Guinea by Hon. Charlese Abel, 

Chairman. The statement includes a request for 'funding to address the Sorcery 

Accusation Related Violence National Action Plan' and the statement makes it clear that 

the Committee 'is very keen to see the Government do more to address Sorcery 

Accusation Related Violence' and that 'DJAG look into the laws related to glasmen and 

glasmeri to see if they are fit-for-purpose and are being properly used to stamp out the 

role of these community instigators.' (p. 10). 

 



 

The Australian National University 80 

Annex 5: Media engagement 

This annex details the media engagement members of the research team undertook during 

the life of the project. 

Note that the Chief Investigators for the project were available for media contact at all times 

throughout the project to communicate information on the issue of SARV. They were also 

available to field information requests from colleagues on campus and other universities 

and other interested researchers and individuals. 

A. Engagement activities 

 

Date Engagement activity 

14-16 October 

2017  

With guidance from Maria Sagrista, students at DWU produced several films designed for 

awareness programs on sorcery and SARV. Three films were shown at the PNG Human 

Rights Festival in Moresby on 14th October and the week of 16th October in Goroka. 

8 November 

2017 

Philip Gibbs participated in the NBC radio talkback show along with Marcia Kalinoe. 

20 November 

2017 

Miranda Forsyth did an interview on SARV with Richard Ewart on ABC Pacific Beat. 

20 November 

2017 

Philip Gibbs blog post on sanguma. 

20 November 

2017 

We wrote to the Post Courier about SARV. 

January 2018 Fiona Hukula did an interview on SARV with Bethanie Harriman (ABC Australia) 

16/01/18. 

January 2018 Fiona Hukula did an interview SARV with Geraldine Kalabai (Women’s World) Emtv 

18/01/18. 

March 2018 Fiona Hukula did an interview on SARV with Durrie Bouscaren. US journalist, 23/03/18. 

March 2018 Philip Gibbs advised US journalist Durrie Bouscaren on contacts and places to visit in PNG. 

June 2018 Philip Gibbs and Miranda Forsyth engaged with and provided advice to Enga Bible 

translators who issued a written and audio awareness within Enga Province. 

July 2018 Miranda Forsyth did an interview on SARV with ABC Pacific Mornings with Seini 

Taumoepeau, 3 July 2018. 

2018 Stopsorceryviolence.org website was revamped. 

28 March 2019 Miranda Forsyth did an interview on SARV with ABC Pacific Beat. 

2019 Philip Gibbs remained in periodic contact with journalists and media outlets to 

communicate information about SARV when reporters came to investigate and produce 

reports on SARV. This included German media. 

25 September 

2019 

Fiona Hukula did a radio interview with NBC radio's Morning Tru show concerning SARV 

research. 
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Date Engagement activity 

25 September 

2019 

Fiona Hukula did a radio interview with Priyanka on ABC Pacific Beat concerning SARV 

research. 

26 September 

2019 

Miranda Forsyth did a radio interview for ABC Pacific Beat concerning how community 

members lead the way in intervening in incidents of SARV. 

https://www.abc.net.au/radio-australia/programs/pacificbeat/pacific-beat-

thursday/11549354. 

27-29 September 

2019 

Philip Gibbs coordinated the Human Rights Film Festival at DWU in Madang. 

9 October 2019 Fiona Hukula was a guest speaker on Hague Talks, Netherlands, 

https://www.haguetalks.com/speaker/fiona-hukula/. 

9 November 

2019 

As part of Philip Gibbs’ fieldwork trip to Gommu village (Rai Coast), he made a film 

entitled “Unseen Refugees”, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_RGr7Aklys. 

22 April 2020 Fiona Hukula did an interview on Digicel Scope and the program aired on 3 May 2020. 

18 May 2020 Fiona Hukula did an interview on FM 100 Talk Back. 

3 June 2020 Fiona Hukula did a Q&A on Covid-19 on NBC. 

19 June 2020 Llane Munau launched the film 'Peter & Grace Make a Difference', a 1-hour film that 

addresses SARV. Its launch date proved to be timely given that SARV had been on the 

increase again in Bougainville. The film was distributed by Llane and her Voice in the 

Wilderness team and field reporters, through Bougainville. 

9 August 2020 Fiona Hukula, Miranda Forsyth and Philip Gibbs presented a podcast episode on the 

podcast 'Goodwill Hunters', concerning SARV and the research, 'Why is sorcery related 

violence occurring in PNG?'. 

31 August 2020 Fiona Hukula participated in a digital dialogue moderated panel discussion, 'Young 

Professionals host GBV dialogue'. 

3 May 2021 Miranda Forsyth wrote an article for The Guardian, 'Sorcery-related violence should be 

thought of as profoundly modern'. 

2021 Conference promotional marketing. We shared information about the International 

Conference with journalists and other media contacts. We also made information about 

the Conference available on our institutional websites, such as 

https://pngnri.org/index.php/news-events/events/261-sorcery-accusations-related-

violence-in-png-conference-the-harm-and-the-healing. Individuals, such as Anton Lutz, 

shared the conference information on their own network social media sites. 

21 June 2021 Miranda Forsyth gave an interview to ABC Darwin Afternoons on sorcery accusation-

related violence and related issues of Covid-19, vaccine hesitancy, trusted sources of 

authority, stigma and negative developmental impacts of SARV. 

22-23 June 2021 We hosted the Conference from DWU (Madang). As well as an opportunity for 

presentations, this was also an opportunity to raise awareness and increase media 

interest. and was a chief organiser of the Conference. See below for newspaper media 

mention of the Conference. 
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Date Engagement activity 

Of especial interest was our social media outreach, with over 1000 attendees on Facebook 

on the first day, and over 800 on the second day. We also had around 80 people attend 

via Zoom over the 2 day-period, including convenors, presenters and participants. 

7 July 2021 William Kipongi was asked by FM100 talk-show to discuss: ‘How can PNG better regulate 

the conduct of glasman/glasmeri and address the issue of Sorcery Accusation-Related 

Violence (SARV)?’. This is an indicator of the increasing awareness of SARV practices of 

concern amongst media and community. 

8 July 2021 Our publication about glasman/glasmeri was given front page treatment by the Post-

Courier on Thursday, 8 July 2021. We consider this to have been a really important 

outcome for helping to raise awareness of the problems relating to glasman/glasmeri and 

SARV and reveals the useful impact our research and subsequent publication are having. 

12 and 13 July 

2021 

The Post Courier and The National discussed our research and International Conference 

in newspaper articles (see below). 

4 August 2021 The National referred to our work in an article (see below). 

21 October 2021 The National and the Post Courier referred to our blog piece (see below). 

 

B. Notable 2021 mentions in PNG press 

 

These news items reveal the on-the-ground impact of our research work that has the 

potential to reach many people across PNG. We consider these news stories based on our 

research to be a really important outcome for helping to raise awareness of the problems 

relating to SARV and it reveals the useful impact our research and subsequent publications 

have been having. 

 

• 8 July 2021: Post-Courier gave front page treatment to our article about 

Glasman/glasmeri. 

• 12 July 2021: Post-Courier, p. 9 refers to our Glasman/glasmeri article and our SARV 

Conference as part of its report, 'Committee to table GBV report' 

• 13 July 2021: The National, PNG, p. 9, refers to our Conference in its article, 'Committee 

wants more action' 

• 4 August 2021: The National, PNG, p. 15, 'Report: PNG needs laws  to stop sorcery 

accusations'. This article references our article, ' Sorcery accusation-related violence 

(SARV) in Enga Province'. This further showed how our research has had important local 

media impact. 

• 21 October 2021: Both The National, PNG, p. 57 and Post Courier, p. 4, mentioned our 

20 October blog article 'Justice for sorcery accusation related violence in PNG?' 

 



 

The Australian National University 83 

C. Film work 

 

We would also like to refer to the film work that was made during the life of the project. 

Although these films were not directly funded by the project, the films were informed by 

our research and fieldwork and, in turn, were supportive media products that helped 

message promotion for our activities. We were also able to promote film work. 

 

C1. Philip Gibbs' film work 

 

Film Details 

DWU student film work With guidance from Maria Sagrista, students at DWU produced several films 

designed for awareness programs on sorcery and SARV. Three films were shown 

at the PNG Human Rights Festival in Moresby on 14th October and the week of 

16th October in Goroka. 

Sanguma: Everybody's 

Business 

Philip Gibbs produced a film with Maria Sagrista in 2018 to highlight the 

importance of understanding SARV. He also produced a 17-minute condensed 

version.  

The film was shown in draft form at the PNG Human Rights Film Festival in 

September and in Madang and in October in Port Moresby (2018). 

The film was used in a range of presentations to government, for example, at the 

Workshop with the Public Solicitor's Office, with the United Church Men's 

Advocacy Program and with the National Research Institute in-house seminar. 

o Survivors 16 minutes:   https://youtu.be/uZ0kVLlR_Mw 

o Long version. 58 minutes: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=12AnEwRIF90 

Unseen refugees During his trip to Gommu Village (Rai Coast) to interview the community, Philip 

Gibbs also made a film of their situation: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_RGr7Aklys  

 
 

C2. Other film work that interwove with our project 

Additional films that were not funded by our project but that were important messaging 

tools for the project are: 

 

Film Details 

Peter and Grace Make 

a Difference 

Llane Munau produced this film in January to March 2019 in partnership with 

Project Sanap, based in Enga. The film addresses the issue of SARV through the 

journey of two youths, Peter and his sister Grace, who witness a SARV incident 

in their village. It is about how the children talk about SARV and learn more about 

it, allowing the audience to experience their learning journey. The film was 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_RGr7Aklys
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Film Details 
adapted from a children's book written by Anton Lutz in 2012. We are also getting 

this book published as part of the research. 

After its release on 19th June 2020, the film continued to play a vital role in 

messaging on SARV and has increased awareness. It is doing its own job of 

promoting awareness and increasing understanding amongst many 

communities. In one case, all the primary school teachers in Central Bougainville 

showed the film (they downloaded it from the internet) during the teachers’ day 

training workshop. The teachers saw the children acting and talking about SARV 

and it touched their hearts. They said: “We have to do this, teach this in schools”. 

The film was shown at the Human Rights Festival at the Divine Word University 

in Madang province, PNG. It has gained momentum and is an important part of 

what is inspiring people to now be talking about sorcery violence amongst 

themselves. 

In addition, the Bougainville Communications Bureau has taken the film and 

distributed it widely throughout Bougainville. The film has a life of its own now 

and we expect to learn more good things about its impact over time. 

We were able to quantify some of the viewership, as the film on YouTube has 

had over 34,000 verifiable views and downloads at the time of this report. 

It can be accessed at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hcvuFNfZm50 

 

A Voice in the 

Wilderness 

Llane produced a short 5-minute film to highlight the anti-SARV work performed 

by Anton Lutz. It was shown to young audiences and brought home to them the 

urgency of the problem and the need to do something. It has enabled many 

viewers to open up about their experiences and to tell their stories of SARV. 

 

D. Videos 

 

As part of the project, we produced several videos of international speakers using a Q&A 

style format with Miranda Forsyth speaking to internationally renowned SARV experts. 

These videos were shown at the International Conference in Madang.  

We have uploaded these to the RegNet website for ongoing viewing. They can be 

accessed here (scroll down to the base of the publications for the International 

Conference materials): 

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/research-projects/details/6589/improving-

impact-state-and-non-state-interventions 

We have also uploaded them to the Stopsorceryviolence.org website, so that they 

receive an even wider viewership. The link for this is here: 

http://www.stopsorceryviolence.org/conference/ 
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As part of continuing to help promote the film Peter & Grace Make a Difference by sharing 

it with as many people as possible, we have uploaded the film to the 

Stopsorceryviolence.org website as part of the website’s updating process. It can be 

found under the Videos tab: 

http://www.stopsorceryviolence.org/videos/ 

 

E. Websites - Stopsorceryviolence.org and RegNet 

 

Stopsorceryviolence.org website 

The Stopsorcery.org website was started by Maria Sagrista when she was working at DWU 

and formed part of our project. The website was then managed by ANU and DWU in the 

coming years. It has had 38,000 individual visits in the time since it was developed.  

We are finalising updates to the website to make it ready for handing over to an appropriate 

owner at some stage in the near future. 

This includes adding a series of additional blog posts, the book 'Peter and Grace Make a 

Difference', and associated materials, to ensure that the website is accessible and up-to-

date, before handover. 

URL: http://www.stopsorceryviolence.org/ 

 

RegNet website 

The RegNet website has been updated recently to ensure the publicly available content is 

accessible to interested people and organisations.  

Landing portal: http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/clusters/292/law-justice-and-

human-rights 

Publications page: http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/research-

projects/details/6589/improving-impact-state-and-non-state-interventions  
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Annex 6: Report to Parliament: Inquiry into GBV in PNG 
 

The following details the Special Parliamentary Committee on Gender-Based Violence's 

recommendations on pages 42-46 in relation to SARV. These recommendations were 

informed by our submission to the Committee, our findings and our International 

Conference. (Note that the footnotes have been removed for ease of formatting - the 

original version can be accessed in full here: https://www.unitedforequalitypng.com/gbv-

parl-committee.) 

 

8. Sorcery Accusation Related Violence (SARV) 
 

71. The Committee is deeply concerned about Sorcery Accusation Related Violence 

(SARV). This type of violence is absolutely unacceptable: it is not excusable as part of 

PNG’s culture but rather, arises from the misunderstanding (and sometimes the 

deliberate manipulation) of traditions and religion to harm innocent people, in particular 

women and children. Although the Committee is aware that men are also sometimes 

victims of SARV, the large majority of SARV cases occur against women and children. 

SARV against women is often particularly brutal and sexualised, with the violent acts 

specifically targeting the victim’s womanhood. During the period of the inquiry, the 

Committee Chair wrote to the Police Commissions to request information regarding what 

systems are in place to guide the RPNGC’s response to SARV cases, including what 

oversight mechanisms are in place which compel senior commanders to ensure a proper 

response (see Annex 5). At the time of writing, the Police Commissioner has spoken to 

the Committee Chair regarding the response to specific SARV cases, but no written 

response has been received. 

 

72. Two written submissions were made on SARV (by the UPNG Political Science Society 

and the SARV Research Team comprised of the PNG National Research Institute (NRI), 

Divine Word University (DW) and Australian National University (ANU) (NRI/DW/ANU)), 

and a number of CSO participants at the public hearings also spoke at length on this 

topic. The UPNG Political Science Society submission analysed the different terminology 

used across the country and posited a difference between good and bad sorcery. The 

submission noted: 

 

“[sorcery is referred to] in various languages and parts of the country, as witchcraft, 
magic,enchantment, puri, mura mura dikana, vada, mea, sanguma or malira, whether or not 

connected with or related to the supernatural. Papua New Guinea is diverse culturally and [in] 

custom, therefore, sorcery seems to differ to each culture. Not all sorcery is seen to be wicked, 
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some sorcery are very helpful and others are helpless. The wicked sorcerers are called 
malevolence. They are harmful and caused violence; such as sanguma, masalai, malira, stone and 
other not listed above also are wicked and violating human. They are spiritual and cannot be seen 
and provide evidences. Benevolence [sic] sorcery is the spirit of kindness and humanity; it does 
not cause much destruction to the life. These forms of sorcery are found in nature and traditional 
wisdom reveals through dream, gifts and traditional wisdom of plants uses.” 

 

73. The NRI/DW/ANU submission found that both women and men are accused and 

subjected to violence but reinforced the Committee’s analysis that the impact of SARV 

is significantly higher on women than on men. Women are nearly twice as likely to end 

up dead, are significantly more likely to sustain serious physical harm (other than death 

and permanent physical injury) and to be displaced from their homes than men. SARV 

also impacts the children of those accused, has devastating impacts on entire 

communities, leads to psychological trauma, erosion of trust and catalyses violent 

reprisals. There is no reliable national baseline data on SARV as those suffering most 

are often afraid to let authorities such as hospitals and police know they have been 

accused for fear of further stigmatization or violence. 

 

74. The NRI/DW/ANU submission drew on their research to provide data on SARV cases. 

An average of 388 people are accused of sorcery each year in the 4 provinces combined. 

A third of these led to physical violence or property damage. Amongst those accused, 65 

were killed, 86 suffered permanent injury and 141 survived other serious assault and 

harm, such as burning, cutting, tying or being forced into water. Overall, 93 cases involved 

torture: 20 lasted several days and 10 lasted a week or even longer. The submission used 

that data to estimate the number of violent SARV incidents between the year 2000 and 

June 2020 to be over 6000, resulting in an estimated 3000 deaths nationally. The available 

data means a reasonable estimate of the national harm caused by SARV is that 12 people 

are killed and a further 14 suffer serious harm, including permanent injury as a result of 

SARV across PNG each month. 

 

75. The Government approved the SARV National Action Plan (NAP) in July 2015. The 

NAP set out a comprehensive and holistic approach to addressing SARV. A SARV NAP 

Committee was established in 2015 under the leadership of DJAG. Government funding 

to support the SARV NAP (PGK 3 million) was never provided. However, for the first 5 

years of after the NAP was endorsed, there was progress made in terms of: networking 

stakeholders working on the SARV across the country; keeping the issue on government 

and donor agendas; supporting development partners and DJAG to conduct training in 

some parts of the country on SARV for the police and village court magistrates; 

developing the terminology of SARV to enable the issue to be discussed without 
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confusion. Since 2020 however, the work of the SARV NAP Steering Committee has 

stalled and funding has still not been forthcoming. 

 

76. Under the leadership of the Constitutional Law Reform Commission (CLRC), the 

National Churches Strategy to address SARV was developed and signed in 2019 by 

representatives of the four groups of churches in the country – the mainline churches, 

Pentecostal churches, Evangelical Alliance and Body of Christ. The strategy affirmed the 

Christian duty to addressing SARV as follows: speak strongly against accusations of 

Sorcery that causes fear, loss, pain, and death with key messages from God’s word that 

outline that only God can: place judgement; take a life; and give deliverance, salvation, 

peace, and good order. It sets out a detailed strategy but there is little evidence of 

implementation. 

 

77. There are a wide range of CSOs and individuals around PNG working hard to prevent 

and respond to SARV. In the words of one of these individuals “We are doing the 

government’s job”. The NRI/DW/ANU submission to the Committee stated however that 

there is a “noticeable erosion in the resilience of these organisations”. These people also face 

real risks to their own personal safety and mental health, as well as their increased 

frustration at the lack of support and leadership by government departments and 

agencies. 

 

Recommendation 25: DJAG and DfCDR should collaborate to reinvigorate the SARV NAP 
Committee and fund implementation of the SARV NAP, including funding to: 
 
(1) support local human rights defenders and organisations to carry out community awareness on 
the laws relating to SARV, GBV and human rights to increase understanding that violence is against 
the law; 
(2) update and rollout training for provincial government officials, health providers, village courts 
magistrates and police to increase understanding of impacts of SARV, laws against SARV and their 
duties and responsibilities; and 
(3) collaborate with churches to encourage them to implement their SARV strategy. 
Recommendation 26: DfCDR should explore options for establishing an emergency fund to support 
SARV survivors to escape violence and support the safe and long-term reintegration of 
victim/survivors of accusations back into their communities. This work could connect back into 
similar efforts being developed in support of GBV survivors under the National GBV Strategy. 
 

78. A submission from Yumi Sanam Stap, a collective of CSOs working on GBV issues, 

noted that experience of SARV varies from one community to another; their research 

showed that SARV must be understood within the context and histories of each cultural 

group and province. For example, they noted that experiences of SARV are different in 

communities in the Simbu province with a history of tribal fights, in contrast to 
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communities in Bougainville where the civil war needs to be considered when 

understanding the causes and impacts of SARV. They encouraged education and 

awareness activities to be developed and supported as community-led responses; this 

will make it possible to identify more accurately the links between GBV and SARV, and 

to analyse how these problems might be dealt with together, or differently, in particular 

communities and areas of PNG. To enable such locally contextualised approaches to be 

implemented, grant funding should be provided by the Government to support CSOs and 

CBOs to develop and trial locally appropriate approaches to addressing SARV, supporting 

by a proper monitoring framework to enable lessons to be learned, collected and shared. 

 

Recommendation 27: Small grant funding should be made available by the Government to support 
CSOs and CBOs to design and rollout locally contextualised activities which aim to educate and 
support communities to address SARV in locally appropriate ways. Any such grant funding should 
be supported by a proper M&E framework to ensure lessons are captured and shared. 
 

79. At the May 2021 public hearings, a number of CSO representatives called for basic 

standards for police and health workers on how they respond to SARV. They noted that 

health and police responses to SARV are very variable and often deficient, with survivors 

being left to wait for long hours and even days to get help. Concerns were raised that 

SARV cases are not being investigated in a timely enough manner with too few people 

arrested by the RPNGC, even though entire communities are often witnesses to these 

alleged acts. This issue was discussed at length at the Committee’s public hearings. Ms 

Ruth Kissam from the Tribal Foundation which works on SARV issues called for more 

resourcing for police to attend to cases, noting that: ‘Police are outnumbered, to save a 

victim of SARV, you must have 20 to 30 policemen to arrest since it’s a community 

sanctioned activity’. Multiple intervenors at the public hearings called for more public 

action to be taken to punish SARV cases. 

 

80. At the public hearings, multiple CSO representatives called for greater clarity on 

response times and approaches: how quickly do the police need to come to a village? 

What should they do when sorcery related violence is alleged? What services should 

accused people be receiving from health service providers and police officers? They 

shared stories of health services turning down SARV victims because they are worried 

about what might happen to them if they helped and noted that the police often do not 

provide a proper response, taking many hours or even days to help victims. Part of the 

problem possibly relates to resources, with FSV Units often having insufficient fuel or 

manpower to respond properly to cases. 
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81. While concerns were raising by CSOs regarding the deficiencies regarding police 

investigations and prosecutions, conversely the research from the NRI/DW/ANU team 

found that there was an average of five SARV convictions each year from 2000-2010, a 

figure that leapt to an average of 19 convictions per year from 2010-2020, making the 

average across the two decades 12 convictions per year. Whilst this figure falls well 

beyond a satisfactory number given the high rates of this form of violence, it is an 

important corrective to the popular narrative that such prosecutions do not occur at all. 

However, there is almost no general knowledge about these convictions. This has 

contributed to a sense of impunity with regard to SARV, as there are frequently no 

negative consequences for accusing others of sorcery. Lack of education and awareness-

raising about the amendments to the law in 2013, namely the repeal of the Sorcery Act 

1971 and the new s.299A offence in the Criminal Code has also contributed to 

widespread confusion. 

 

Recommendation 28: Key government agencies – namely the MOH and RPNGC – should review 
their existing SARV response mechanisms to ensure they have proper personnel and processes in 
place to respond in a timely manner, including: 
 
(1) dedicating specific personnel in provinces where SARV rates are high to dealing with SARV 
complaints; and 
(2) developing SOPs and providing training to strengthen responses to SARV cases. 

 

82. In June 2021, the NRI, DW, and ANU held a conference on SARV issues. Subsequently, 

the NRI has released a report on SARV in PNG titled, “The Role of Glasman/Glasmeri as 

Catalysts of Accusation and Violence” which has highlighted the troubling roles that that 

glasmen/glasmeri are playing in SARV cases. This focus on glasman/glasmeri tied in with 

testimony heard during the Committee public hearings in May 2021. Mr Gary Bustin from 

the Tribal Foundation discussed concerns regarding the role of glasman/glasmeri at some 

length, stating that: “What is happening to women and children in sorcery related violence is 

beyond what one animal would savagely do to another. We need to go after the “glass men”, the 

witch doctors who are playing on local fears to make money.” There was a call by some 

to specifically criminalise the role of glasman/glasmeri, but others noted that such efforts 

have previously resulted in more confusion, as such provisions require very careful 

drafting, investigation, and prosecution. 

 

83. The NRI research report found that the involvement of a glasman/glasmeri in an 

accusation of sorcery significantly increases the likelihood of a violent response. The 

research indicated that many glasman/glasmeri operate in ways that generate financial 

advantages for themselves, though some no doubt genuinely believing they wield 
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supernatural powers. The research found that even under current laws it is possible to 

charge glasman/glasmeri as accessories in cases of SARV that amount to criminal offences 

if it can be proved that they aided and abetted or incited the crime. It is also possible 

that when Village Courts and other courts hear about sorcery allegations, they can issue 

specific preventative orders to stop glasman/glasmeri from making statements. 

 

Recommendation 29: RPNGC and DJAG officers responsible for SARV cases should be given training 
on existing laws available to prosecute glasman/glasmeri as accessories in SARV cases and be 
supported ad overseen by their senior managers to ensure they are applying the law properly. 
 
Recommendation 30: DJAG should review current laws to assess whether they are fit-for purpose 
in relation to criminalising all SARV offences, including the actions of glasman/glasmeri. 
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Annex 7: Conference program for The Harm and the 

Healing, 22-23 June, 2021 
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