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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR  
 
2020 was an interesting year for the Menzies Centre for 

Health Governance. As a collective of researchers 

concerned about health equity, the year was a good 

reminder of why we do what we do. Our work builds on that 

of Amartya Sen, who reminds us that to live lives with 

dignity, hope and freedom, people need material resources, 

a sense of control, and a voice in the decision-making 

processes that affect their lives. Without these, physical 

and mental health will suffer.  

 

Sadly, COVID-19 has disrupted these social foundations. 

While no one has been untouched by the pandemic,         

its impact and the impact of how our health, economic and social systems respond is very 

socially patterned. People who are already poor, have precarious employment, high levels 

of existing debt, are experiencing homelessness, have poor access to health and social 

services, and are socially marginalised are feeling the devastating impacts of this 

pandemic most. Their health will suffer now and for a long time into the future.  

 

To disrupt things a little more, pandemics were just one of the challenges for health equity 

in 2020. Climate change and new levels of inequality have also brought heightened health 

risks. These plus COVID-19 throw into sharp relief the critical need to address the social 

determinants of health. The conditions into which we are born, grow, live, work, and age, 

which are already very unequally distributed. Each of these factors is shaped by public 

policy, industry practices, and the way in which society chooses to run its affairs. Issues of 

governance, and the focus of the Menzies Centre.  

 

As we recover from COVID-19 there is an opportunity to think and act differently. Rather 

than pathologising the problem of health inequity, we need a much greater understanding 

of how to shape and steer the way society chooses to run its affairs such that health equity 

improves. To do this, we need a better understanding of the systems of institutions, 

interests and ideas that shape multisectoral public policy, market practices, and the 

actions of civil society groups. Only then can we move forward to ensure that the complex 

system that is humanity, functions to ensure positive and equitable human and planetary 

health outcomes. 

 

The remainder of the report illustrates our work in each of these issues, and gives you a 

flavour of what we have been doing in the Menzies Centre for Health Governance 

throughout 2020 in a few of our major research themes. I look forward to engaging with 

you in 2021.  

 

 

Professor Sharon Friel, Director Menzies Centre for Health Governance 
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ABOUT MCHG  
 
The Menzies Centre for Health Governance (MCHG) focuses on complex systems, 

governance and health equity. We seek to understand the dynamic systems of institutions, 

interests and ideas that shape multisectoral public policy, commercial practices and 

products, and the actions of civil society groups. Our research spans the political, 

commercial, environmental and social determinants of health inequities. 

 

The aim of our work is to provide evidence, which through proactive engagement with key 

change makers across society, will help contribute to a fairer, more sustainable and 

healthier society within Australia, across the Asia Pacific region and globally. 

 

We bring together researchers, policymakers and practitioners to encourage evidence-

informed debate about current and emerging health equity issues; integrate the role of 

power and politics in governing for health equity; introduce new questions that will 

contribute to and challenge health equity-related policy discussions, and disseminate key 

learnings and perspectives that will provide evidence for multisectoral action. 

  

The interdependence of the environmental, commercial and social causes of health 

inequity highlights the imperative of global, social and collective action. Using extensive 

national and international academic and policy-related networks, MCHG employs a cross-

disciplinary, cross-sectoral, and cross-border approach to our research and engagement.  

 

Our research themes include: 

• The social determinants of health equity 

• Political economy of health 

• Trade, investment and health 

• Healthy and sustainable food systems 

• Climate change and global health inequities 

• Complexity, systems and disease prevention 
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Our people 

 

MCHG is a collective of interdisciplinary academics, PhD students and visiting fellows. We 

are researchers from public health, political science, sociology, systems science, 

psychology and economics. 

 

Academics: Dr Melanie Pescud, Dr Yandisa Ngqangashe, Dr Ashley Schram (Deputy 

Director), Dr Belinda Townsend (Deputy Director), Prof Sharon Friel (Director).  

 

Current PhD students: Janice Lee, Sora Lee, Dori Patay, Libby Salmon, 

Nicholas Coatsworth, Tim Vines, Tony Keissler. 

 

Honorary academics and visiting fellows: Prof Fran Baum, Dr Elizabeth Bluff, A/Prof 

Judith Healy, Dr Rebecca Dodd, Mr Tim Hollo. 

 

Our Advisory Group represents the diversity of health equity stakeholders including 

government, researchers and NGOs. The current Advisory Group (2019-2020) includes: 

• Dr Sandro Demaio, CEO VicHealth 

• Dr Tessa Boyd Caine, CEO Health Justice Australia 

• Mr Terry Slevin, CEO Public Health Association of Australia 

• Ms Jacqueline Phillips, Director of Policy and Advocacy, Australian Council of 

Social Services 

• Prof Emily Lancsar, Research School of Population Health, ANU 

• Prof Sharon Bessell, Crawford School of Public Policy, ANU 

• Prof Mark Howden, Climate Change Institute, ANU 
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The MCHG is a collective of interdisciplinary 

academics, PhD students and 

visiting fellows.

Academics: Dr Elizabeth Bluff ; Prof Sharon 

Friel; Dr Yandisa Ngqangashe; Dr Melanie 

Pescud; Dr Ashley Schram;  

Dr Belinda Townsend. 

Current PhD Students: Nicholas 

Coatsworth; Sharni Goldman; Tony 

Kiessler; Janice Lee; Sora Lee; Dori Patay; 

Libby Salmon and Tim Vines.

Honorary academics and Visiting Fellows: 

Prof Fran Baum; A/Prof Judith Healy;  

Dr Arnagretta Hunter; Dr Rebecca Dodd; 

Mr Tim Hollo.

Professor Sharon Friel is the Director of the 

centre, and Drs Ashley Schram and Bel 

Townsend are the Deputy Directors. Sharni 

Goldman is the MCHG Project Off cer.

MCHG Advisory group

The MCHG Advisory Group represents 

the diversity of health equity stakeholders, 

including researchers, government, and 

NGOs. The current Advisory Group (2019-

2020) is:

Mr Terry Slevin;  

CEO Public Health Association of Australia

Dr Tessa Boyd Caine;  

CEO Health Justice Australia 

 Ms Jacqueline Phillips;  

Director of Policy and Advocacy,  

Australian Council of Social Services

 Dr Sandro Demaio;  

CEO, VicHealth, 

 Dr Lisa Studdert;  

Deputy Secretary,  

Commonwealth Department Health

 Prof Emily Lancsar;  

Research School of Population Health, 

Australian National University

 Prof Sharon Bessell;  

Crawford School of Public Policy, 

Australian National University 

Prof Mark Howden;  

Climate Change Institute,  

Australian National University

W H O  W E  A R E



 Menzies Centre for Health Governance   5 

THE YEAR IN REVIEW  
 
 
 
 

Snapshot of activities  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

17 current 
research projects 
 

  
 
 

33 academic 
presentations 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

32 academic 
publications 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

16 policy and 
practitioner 
engagements 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

7 policy reports 
and submissions 

 

 

 
21 media 
engagements 
including 
interviews, videos, 
podcasts and blogs 
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Research theme: 
 

Governing for health equity 
 

Governing disruption was a major focus of the Menzies Centre’s work during 2020. How 

could it not be! Menzies researchers created the COVID-19 Health Equity Policy Monitor – 

collating and analysing more than 150 policy measures that were put in place across 

Australia in response to the pandemic. The final report is a valuable resource, showing the 

ways in which economic and social policy can be good and bad for health equity. The 

report received significant interest from government and non-government organisations in 

Australia and globally. 

  

We also launched several interesting engagement mechanisms to talk about governing 

disruption for health equity throughout 2020. As you will see on the following pages, the 

Centre hosted a webinar series focused on this issue, featuring many of the Advisory 

Group members who are major change makers in non-government organisations and 

universities across Australia. Menzies researchers also recorded a series of short videos, 

providing a snapshot of what we do and why it matters for health equity – have a listen to 

hear about issues such as complexity, commercial determinants, food regulation and 

economic policy. The Menzies Director, Sharon Friel, launched a new podcast: ‘Dinner 

Ladies Save the World’, where she and a group of female professors across the Australian 

National University discuss how to solve the world’s problems. Each episode features the 

Dinner Ladies chatting over ‘virtual’ dinner about COVID-19 in the context of politics, 

inequality, ethics, civil liberty, climate change and more. 

 

As you will see from the detailed list of 2020 activities in Annex 1, our research on 

governing for health equity was used to inform a number of important policy deliberations, 

including the Group of Eight Universities recovery from COVID-19 plan (Dr Ashley 

Schram). 

https://soundcloud.com/user-811707117/
https://soundcloud.com/user-811707117/
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Research report: 
 

Australian COVID-19 policy responses: Good for health equity or a 
missed opportunity? 
 

The Australian Government, like many 

governments worldwide, initiated a 

significant public policy response to 

the COVID-19 pandemic. Health 

system measures have been crucial 

for protecting health, however policies 

aimed at economic stabilisation and 

recovery have also had major 

implications for health equity through 

shaping the daily conditions of 

people’s lives.  

 

If Australia is to prevent a massive widening of health inequities emerging from the 

pandemic, it is vital we pay attention to the short and long-term impacts of these policies 

on health and social equity. 

 

In our report released in August: ‘Australian COVID-19 policy responses: Good for health 

equity or a missed opportunity?’, the Menzies Centre put focus on the health equity 

implications of the Australian Government’s COVID-19 policy response. We collated the 

156 social and economic policy measures introduced at the Federal and State/Territory 

level between the 12th of March and 16th of June, and assessed the health equity impacts 

of these across eight key social determinants of health equity including employment, 

income, cost of living, education, housing, infrastructure, community, legal and social 

services, and health care.  

 

The wide-ranging policy measures implemented in response to COVID-19 was impressive, 

demonstrating that if there is political will, decisive action can happen. Many of the 

temporary measures introduced such as free childcare, increases to income support 

payments, and additional funding for aged care and disability and family services could go 

a long way to keeping people well and reducing health inequities, if they were to become 

permanent. The challenge for governments and non-government organisations in 2021 is 

to prioritise social investment as a pathway for societal recovery.  

 

Despite a number of positive in-the-short-term measures, regrettably our analysis revealed 

a policy response that maintained the status-quo. Missed was the chance to take action on 

the structural drivers of health inequity – inequities in power, money and resources – that 

structure the daily conditions of people’s lives.  

 

This does not have to be the case going forward. The long tail of the pandemic means 

there is still an opportunity to use this unfortunate event to drive positive social change. 

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/uploads/2020-08/2020%2008%2021%20MCHG-COVID19PoliciesHealthE.pdf
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/uploads/2020-08/2020%2008%2021%20MCHG-COVID19PoliciesHealthE.pdf
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The report’s take home message is that good social and environmental policy, supported 

by a whole of Government national health equity strategy, can and must be the bedrock 

upon which Australia ‘builds back better’ from COVID-19, in the short, medium and long-

term. Positively, this message reached an audience of over 3.4 million people across 90 

media items that picked up the report. Several non-government organisations and 

government agencies in Australia and internationally have used the report, including 

Anglicare, VicHealth, the Institute for Public Health in Ireland, the World Health 

Organization in Geneva, the Thai Ministry of Public Health, and the Global Network for 

Health in All Policies.   
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Webinar series:  
 

Governing disruption for health equity  
 

Drought, unprecedented bushfires, storms and a global pandemic – all in 

one year – have mobilised Governments, industry and the community in 

ways that would not have been imagined previously. But how will the deep, 

persisting ‘public bads’ of poor health, inequality and climate change fare  in 

such a time of disruption? 

 

This raises the question of how to encourage, steer and shape unfolding disruptions in 

spheres of public policy, business, and civil society to achieve a short, medium and long-

term future that ensures positive health, social and environmental outcomes. 

 

In our webinar series: ‘Governing disruption for health equity’, we asked experts, 

practitioners and advocates this question. We discussed the complexity of interests, 

ideas and institutions at the national, regional and global level, and how they can support 

or undermine health equity in an increasingly dynamic world. 

 

Over 160 attendees from policy, research, non-government organisations and civil 

society joined the three webinars, which focused on topics including the Australian 

Government’s policy response to COVID-19; the institutions, discourses and 

measurement of poverty and inequality; and the positive impact of not-for-profits in 

advancing greater policy attention to health equity. In early 2021, the series will continue 

with two webinars exploring rebalancing power for health equity, and exiting the 

‘consumptagenic system’ driving both health inequities and the climate crisis.  
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Webinar Panellists  

 

COVID-19 multisectoral policy 
responses and the implications for 
health equity 
This webinar launched the MCHG 
report: ‘Australian COVID-19 policy 
responses: Good for health equity or a 
missed opportunity?’. The panel 
reflected on the good and bad of the 
Government’s pandemic policy 
response for health equity, and the 
policy actions that if implemented, could 
see a healthier and more equitable 
Australia emerge in the recovery from 
COVID-19.   
 

 

• Dr Sandro Demaio, CEO VicHealth  
• Prof Emily Lancsar, Head of the 

Department of Health Services 
Research & Policy and Associate 
Dean at the College of Health & 
Medicine, ANU 

• Prof Sharon Friel, Prof of Health 
Equity and Director of the MCHG at 
RegNet, ANU 

• Chair: Dr Belinda Townsend, Fellow 
and Deputy Director of the MCHG at 
RegNet, ANU 

 

Talking and acting differently about 
inequality 
This webinar focused on the institutions, 
discourses and measurement of poverty 
and inequality, all of which shape the 
actions taken to redress it. Prof Sharon 
Bessell discussed her ground-breaking 
research on multidimensional poverty,  
and Anne Hampshire shared work from 
the Smith Family highlighting the 
importance of focusing not just on 
material inequities, but also, the 
essentials of life.  
 

 

• Ms Anne Hampshire, Head of 
Research and Advocacy at the Smith 
Family 

• Prof Sharon Bessell, Head of the 
Poverty and Inequality Research 
Centre and the Children’s Policy 
Centre at the Crawford School of 
Public Policy, ANU 

• Chair: Prof Sharon Friel, Prof of 
Health Equity and Director of the 
MCHG at RegNet, ANU  
 

 
 

Structurally weak actors? The 
positive impact of not-for-profits 
This webinar showcased the positive 
role of not-for-profits in advancing 
greater policy attention to health equity. 
Dr Tessa Boyd-Caine provided insights 
from the work of Health Justice 
Australia in advancing health and social 
justice for communities most in need, 
and Terry Slevin shared lessons from 
the Public Health Association of 
Australia and their experiences using 
different types of influence to shape 
policy agendas for health. 

 

• Dr Tessa Boyd-Caine, Founding 
CEO of Health Justice Australia  

• Mr Terry Slevin, CEO of the Public 
Health Association of Australia 

• Chair: Dr Belinda Townsend, Fellow 
and Deputy Director of the MCHG at 
RegNet, ANU  

 

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/audio/8058/webinar-covid-19-multisectoral-policy-responses-and-implications
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/audio/8130/webinar-talking-and-acting-differently-about-inequality
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/audio/8164/governing-disruptions-health-equity-structurally-weak-actors
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Video series:  
 

Systems of inequity – what hope for health post COVID-19? 
 

COVID-19 has shone a spotlight on the need to address the structural drivers 

that shape health and its unequal distribution. But pandemics are just one of 

the challenges for health equity in the 21st century.  

 

Climate change, technological developments such as artificial intelligence, increased 

financial and corporate control of global supply chains, and new levels of inequality all 

bring heightened risks to health. As we recover from the far-reaching ruptures of COVID-

19, there is an opportunity to think and act differently on these health equity challenges. 

 

In our video series published on the ANU YouTube channel: ‘Systems of inequity – what 

hope for health post COVID-19?’, Menzies researchers reflected on this opportunity.  

Across a range of issues in the social, environmental and commercial determinants of 

health equity, the videos demonstrate that it is both possible and essential to take a 

different approach to business as usual. Central to this, is that we understand these issues 

as complex ‘systems’, and that intervening in these systems can improve health equity. To 

do this, we must develop a much greater understanding of the dynamic institutions, actors 

and ideas that shape multisectoral public policy, market practices, and the actions of civil 

society groups. Only then will we have the tools to shift these dynamic systems in a 

direction that advances positive and equitable health outcomes.   

 

With over 2000 views, it is clear the series message of hope, complexity and dynamic 

systems has resonated with many seeking a pathway to a more equitable and healthy 

world post COVID-19. 
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Videos  

 

COVID-19 has laid bare the structural drivers 

and conditions of daily living that shape health 

and its unequal distribution: the social, 

commercial and environmental determinants of 

health. This video discusses the systems of 

inequity, and how, as we recover from COVID-

19, there is a chance to think and act differently.  

 

How do policy actors advance prioritisation of 

health equity in policy domains outside the 

traditional health sector? What are the barriers, 

and how do policy actors navigate these? This 

video discusses politics, power and people, and 

lessons for shifting the policy agenda to one 

that prioritises health equity. 

 

When crises like COVID-19 arise, governments 

need the autonomy to introduce policies that 

safeguard a range of social determinants of 

health. Yet, introducing such measures could 

open them up to lawsuits from private 

companies. This video discusses why it’s time to 

rethink our global trade and investment 

governance infrastructure in the wake of  

COVID-19.  

 

A systems approach is a useful way of thinking 

and working to address the complex problem of 

health inequities. But where do we begin? This 

video discusses key steps for taking a systems 

approach, and encourages reflection on how 

the COVID-19 crisis can catalyse change in the 

way we think about and work on these 

challenges.   

 

How will the COVID-19 pandemic impact states’ 

appetite for regulating food industries, and how 

will health advocates and practitioners keep 

food policies on the agenda? This video 

discusses some of the challenges for food 

regulation to prevent noncommunicable 

diseases in the transition to a post COVID-19 

world. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ifGts-E_FlQ&feature=emb_logo&ab_channel=ANUTV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z0G02dq0AXE&feature=emb_logo&ab_channel=ANUTV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=byJu0y4Nsy4&feature=emb_logo&ab_channel=ANUTV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mk0mjuYtDV0&feature=emb_logo&ab_channel=ANUTV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1QNsf8Ce6SY&feature=emb_logo&ab_channel=ANUTV
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Research theme: 
 

The commercial determinants of health 
 
Menzies researchers were involved in 

several research projects and initiatives 

examining the private sector and its 

influence on health and health inequities –  

a relatively new sub-field of public health, 

called the commercial determinants of 

health. We studied the ways in which 

interests, ideas and institutions advanced or 

hindered private sector interests and the 

implications for health. We published 16 

high-quality peer reviewed articles in 

leading international journals in 2020 (see 

Annex 1. Detailed List of 2020 Activities).  

 

A focus of this work is the role of trade and investment agreements in facilitating the 

commercial drivers of poor health, and the political economy dynamics shaping these 

agreements in ways that help or hinder health. In 2020, Dr Belinda Townsend led an 

analysis of the conditions that shaped Australia’s attention to different health issues during 

the Trans Pacific Partnership trade agreement negotiations (published in top health policy 

journal International Journal of Health Policy and Management). Dr Ashley Schram led an 

important analysis of the impact of Australia’s preferential trade agreements on alcohol 

imports in partner countries (published in leading journal Addiction). In collaboration with 

leading scholars internationally, Prof Sharon Friel published a review in the European 

Journal of Public Health on how the commercial determinants of health are conceptualised 

in frameworks. 

 

This MCHG work led to several invited presentations with policymakers and communities, 

as well as invited op-eds and blogs. In September, Prof Sharon Friel gave a keynote on 

trade and health inequities to the European Obesity Congress, and Dr Belinda Townsend 

was a key speaker on the inaugural WHO Collaborating Centre on the Social, Political and 

Commercial Determinants of Health webinar in August.  

 

The year finished on a high note with MCHG researchers awarded an Australian Research 

Council Linkage Project Grant (2021–2024, $531,764) to explore ‘Understanding 

engagement to regulate the commercial determinants of health’. This project will 

commence in 2021, led by Prof Friel with Chief Investigators Dr Townsend (MCHG, ANU), 

Prof Baum (Flinders University), Dr Cullerton (Uni Queensland), and Prof Collin (Uni 

Edinburgh), with partner organisations the Foundation for Alcohol Research and 

Education, Obesity Policy Coalition, and NCD Alliance.  
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Research in focus: 
 

Navigating conflicting mandates and interests in tobacco 
governance in Pacific Small Island Developing States 
 
 

Addressing the commercial determinants 

of health requires policy coherence 

across multiple government sectors. 

However, the objectives of different 

sectors do not always align with public 

health goals, and conflicting mandates 

can be aggravated by the interference of 

harmful commodity industries, with 

significant implications for health.  

 

In her PhD research project completed in 2020, MCHG PhD scholar Dori Patay 

investigated governance challenges for addressing the commercial determinants of health, 

which arise from conflicting mandates and interests inherent in the regulation of health 

harmful commodities.  

 

The research examined tobacco governance in Pacific Small Island Developing States 

(PSIDS), specifically Fiji and Vanuatu. These states face particular difficulties negotiating 

governance dilemmas in regulating health harmful commodities, due to vulnerabilities 

related to their small population and economy and geographic isolation. Despite this, little 

empirical work has investigated the conditions – the interests, ideas and institutions – that 

influence the ability of Governments in these states to implement multisectoral tobacco 

control policies. A major problem given PSIDS are currently undergoing a non-

communicable disease (NCD) crisis. 

 

The project addressed this gap by expanding the evidence base of particular factors 

influencing the way PSIDS governments address the commercial determinants of NCDs in 

relation to tobacco control. Two key insights emerged from the research. First, the 

vulnerabilities of PSIDS must be taken into account and addressed as a major structural 

driver in order to successfully govern the commercial determinants of NCDs in these 

countries. Second, the dominant causal ideas must be altered to support the governance 

of the commercial determinants of NCDs for public health goals.   
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Research theme: 
 

Regulatory governance for population nutrition  
 

A third core theme of Menzies Centre’s work in 2020 was understanding regulatory 

governance for population nutrition. Unhealthy diets characterised by the over 

consumption of mass produced, heavily marketed, ultra-processed food constitute one of 

the key modifiable risk factors for noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) – the leading cause 

of mortality worldwide. These dietary patterns are a consequence of changing food 

systems associated with market liberalisation and foreign direct investment. Various 

factors including climate, technology, trade and investment, marketing and cost shape the 

availability, accessibility and affordability of healthy food.  

 

At MCHG, we conduct interdisciplinary research on the regulatory governance of food 

systems in order to understand the development and implementation of policies that 

enhance the supply, accessibility and affordability of healthy food options for the 

prevention of diet-related NCDs. Key work in 2020 included the Australian Research 

Council funded Discovery Project: ‘Governing harmful commodities: the case of ultra-

processed foods’, and the project: ‘Smart and responsive regulation in food and nutrition’, 

funded by the NHMRC Medical Research Future Fund in partnership with The Australia 

Prevention Partnership Centre.  

 

We also produced an invited review article on trade and investment and food governance 

with the prestigious journal Nature Food (Friel, Schram, Townsend), Dr Ashley Schram’s 

commissioned report on trade and investment policy and nutrition for the World Health 

Organization’s Nutrition Guidance Expert Advisory Group, and Dr Yandisa Ngqangashe’s 

Asia Pacific Innovation Program Grant (ANU) to investigate discursive framing in food 

marketing policies (see Annex 1. Detailed List of 2020 Activities). 
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Research in focus: 
 

Development of a regulatory governance framework to understand 
factors shaping population nutrition policies  
 

Food policy formulation involves multiple actors including government, the 

food industry and non-government organisations, each with varying interests 

and influence. To better understand the implications of food policies for  

population nutrition, we must understand how these complex regulatory 

governance dynamics shape the intentions, development and implementation 

of food policy. 

 

In a project supported by the Medical Research Future Fund: ‘Smart and responsive 

regulation in food and nutrition’, Menzies researchers Dr Yandisa Ngqangashe, Dr Ashley 

Schram and Prof Sharon Friel are developing a typology of regulatory governance to 

support effective food reformulation, nutrition labelling, food marketing and taxation 

policies. This work has led to the development of a framework for understanding regulatory 

governance factors shaping the agenda setting, formulation and implementation of 

population nutrition policies.  

 

In November 2020, Dr Ngqangashe presented this framework at the national Food Studies 

Conference convened by the University of Tasmania. The framework incorporates 

regulation and policy process theories to examine the regulatory governance of population 

nutrition policies across the policy cycle. Drawing from agenda setting and regulation 

theories, the framework holistically examines the actors and political contexts that shape 

how population nutrition policies are adopted, developed and implemented. We have used 

this framework to identify a typology of regulatory governance conditions that yield 

effective policies, from implemented food reformulation, food marketing, nutrition labelling 

and taxation policies, globally. This typology will be useful for researchers, non-

government organisations and policy makers to evaluate existing food policies.  
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CONTACT US 

 
 

 

ANU College of Asia and the Pacific  

 

Menzies Centre for Health Governance 

School of Regulation and Global Governance (RegNet)  

The Australian National University 

Coombs Extension Building # 8 

Fellows Road Canberra ACT 2601  

 

E mchg@anu.edu.au 

W regnet.anu.edu.au/research/centres/menzies-centre-health-governance   

@Govern4Health  

 
CRICOS Provider #00120C  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/centres/menzies-centre-health-governance
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 Menzies Centre for Health Governance   19 

PUBLICATIONS: including journal articles, book chapters, technical reports and background/working papers 

Journal articles and book chapters 

Anaf, J., Baum, F., Fisher, M., Handsley, E., Friel, S. Sweet talk: Framing the merits of a sugar tax in Australia. Health Promotion International 
(accepted 23 Nov 2020) 

Baker, P., Machado, P., Santos, T., Sievert, K., Backholer, K., Hadjikakou, M., Russell, C., Huse, O., Bell, C., Scrinis, G., Friel, S., Lawrence, M. 
(2020). Ultra-processed foods and the nutrition transition: global, regional and national trends, food systems transformations and political economy 
drivers. Obesity Reviews. doi:10.1111/obr.13126 

Barneveld, K., Baum, F., Chowdhury, A., Clibborn, S., Flanagan, F., Friel, S. et al. (2020). The COVID-19 pandemic: Lessons on building more 
equal and sustainable societies. The Economic and Labour Relations Review. doi: 10.1177/1035304620927107 

Bluff, E. and O’Keefe, V. (2020). The evidence base for WHS priority setting in a changing work landscape: an appraisal of sources and 
opportunities for enhancement. Labour & Industry, 30(2). 

Baum, F., Friel, S., Harris, P., Browne-Yung, K., Freeman, T., Ziersch, A., Fisher, M., Townsend B. Creating political will for action on health 
equity: practical lessons for public health policy actors. International Journal of Health Policy and Management, doi: 10.34172/IJHPM.2020.233 

Colvin, R., Kemp, L., Talberg, A., De Castella, C., Downie, C., Friel, S., et al (2020). Learning from the climate change debate to avoid politicisation 
and polarisation on negative emissions. Environmental Communication, 14, 1, 23-35. doi: 10.1080/17524032.2019.1630463. 

Fisher, M., Freeman, T., Schram, A., Baum, F., Friel, S. (2020). Implementing policy on next-generation broadband networks and implications for 
equity of access to high speed broadband: A case study of Australia's NBN. Telecommunications Policy, 101911. 

Fisher, M., Freeman, T., Mackean, T., Friel, S., Baum, F. (2020). Universal Health Coverage for non-communicable diseases and health equity: 
Lessons from Australian Primary Health Care. International Journal of Health Policy and Management. doi:4172/ijhpm.2020.232 

Friel, S. (2020) Climate change and the people’s health – the need to exit the consumptagenic system. The Lancet. doi: 10.1016/ S0140-
6736(20)30257-9. 

Friel, S., Schram, A., Townsend, B. (2020). The nexus between international trade, food systems, malnutrition and climate change. Nature Food, 
1, 51-58, doi: 10.1038/s43016-019-0014-0. 

Friel, S. (2020). Redressing the corporate cultivation of consumption: releasing the weapons of the structurally weak. International Journal of 
Health Policy and Management. doi:10.34172/ijhpm.2020.205 

Harris, P., Baum, F., Friel, S., Mackean, T., Schram, A., & Townsend, B. (2020). A glossary of theories for understanding power and policy for 
health equity. J Epidemiol Community Health, 74(6), 548-552. 

Hill, S. and Friel, S. (2020) ‘As long as it comes off as a cigarette ad, not a civil rights message’: gender, inequality and the commercial 
determinants of health. International Journal on Environmental Research and Public Health. 17(21), 7902. 

LaBond, C., Banwell, C., Pescud, M., Doan, T., Strazdins, L. (2020). Blue collar timescapes: work, health, and pension eligibility age for mature 
age Australian bus drivers. Critical Public Health. doi: 10.1080/09581596.2020.1846684. 

Maani, N., Collin, J., Friel, S., Gilmore, A.B., McCambridge, J., Robertson, L., Petticrew, MP. (2020). Bringing the commercial determinants of 
health out of the shadows: a review of how the commercial determinants are represented in conceptual frameworks. European Journal of Public 
Health. doi: 10.1093/eurpub/ckz197. 

https://dx.doi.org/10.34172/ijhpm.2020.233
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Miller, M., Wilkinson, C., Room, R., O’Brien, P., Townsend, B., Schram, A., Gleeson, D. (2020). Industry lobbying on alcohol in the context of 
Australia’s trade and investment agreements: a content and framing analysis of publicly available documents. Drug and Alcohol Review. doi: 
10.1111/dar.13219. 

Ngqangashe, Y., Maldoy, K., De Backer, C.J.S., Vandebosch, H. (2020). Exploring food media use among adolescents. The European Journal of 
Communication Research (accepted Nov 2020). 

Schram, A. and Townsend, B. (2020). International Trade Agreements and Global Health: Pathways and Politics in Haring, R., Kickbusch, I., 
Ganfen, D., Moeti, M. (eds.). Handbook of Global Health, Springer, pp. 1-28, doi:https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-05325-3\_84-1. 

Schram, A. and Goldman, S. (2020). Paradigm shift: New ideas for a structural approach to NCD prevention: Comment on "How Neoliberalism is 
shaping the supply of unhealthy commodities and what this means for NCD prevention". International Journal of Health Policy and Management, 
9(3), 124. 

Schram, A., Aisbett, E., Townsend, B., Labonte, R., Baum, F., Friel, S. (2020). Toxic trade: the impact of preferential trade agreements on alcohol 
imports from Australia in partner countries. Addiction, 115(7), 1277–1284. doi: 10.1111/add.14925.  

Schram, A., and Townsend, B. (2020). International trade and investment and food systems: what we know, what we don’t know, and what we 
don’t know we don’t know. International Journal of Health Policy and Management. doi: 10.34172/ijhpm.2020.202. 

Sora, L. (2020). Steering the private sector in COVID-19 diagnostic test kit development in South Korea. Frontiers in Public Health. 
doi:10.3389/fpubh.2020.563525. 

Sora, L. and Braithwaite, V. (2020). Missing in Action: Bridging Capital and Cross-Boundary Discourse. The Annals of the American Academy of 
Political and Social Science. doi: 10.1177/0002716220965439.  

Townsend, B. and Schram, A. (2020). Trade and investment agreements as structural drivers for NCDs: the new public health frontier. Australian 
and New Zealand Journal of Public Health, 44(2), 92-94. 

Townsend, B., Schram, A., Baum, F., Labonté, R., & Friel, S. (2020). How does policy framing enable or constrain inclusion of social 
determinants of health and health equity on trade policy agendas? Critical Public Health, 30(1), 115-126. 

Townsend, B. (2020). Next Steps for Elevating Health on Trade and Investment Policy Agendas Comment on “How Neoliberalism Is Shaping the 
Supply of Unhealthy Commodities and What This Means for NCD Prevention”. International Journal of Health Policy and Management, 9(7), 312-
14. 

Townsend, B., Friel, S., Schram, A., Baum, F., Labonte, R. (2020). What Generates Attention to Health in Trade Policy Making? Lessons from 
Success in Tobacco Control and Access to Medicines: A Qualitative Study of Australia and the (Comprehensive and Progressive) Trans-Pacific 
Partnership. International Journal of Health Policy and Management. doi:10.34172/IJHPM.2020.80. 

Townsend, B., Strazdins, L., Harris, P., Baum, F., Friel, S. (2020). Bringing in critical frameworks to investigate agenda-setting for the social 
determinants of health: Lessons from a multiple framework analysis. Social Science and Medicine, 250, 1-10, 112886. 
doi:10.1016/j.socscimed.2020.112886. 

Townsend, B., Friel, S., Freeman T, Schram, A., Strazdins, L., et al. (2020). Advancing a health equity agenda across multiple policy domains: a 
qualitative study of social, trade, and welfare policy analysis. BMJ Open, 10, e040180. doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2020-040180.  

Townsend, B., Friel, S., Baker, P., Baum, F., Strazdins, L. (2020). How can multiple frames enable action on social determinants? Lessons from 
Australia’s paid parental leave. Health Promotion International, 35(5), 973–983. doi: 10.1093/heapro/daz086. 
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Townsend, B., Miller, M., Gleeson, D. (2020). Tackling NCDs: the need to address alcohol industry interference and policy incoherence across 
sectors. Comment on: Towards preventing and managing conflict of interest in nutrition policy. International Journal of Health Policy and 
Management. doi:10.34172/IJHPM.2020.172. 

van Eyk, H., Friel, S., Sainsbury, P., Harris, P., Boyd-Caine, T. et al. (2020). How do advisory groups contribute to healthy public policy research? 
International Journal of Public Health. doi:10.1007/s00038-020-01504-1. 

 

Technical reports and working/background papers 

Davies, C. and Pescud, M. (2020). The Arts, Creative Industries and Health: an Evidence Check rapid review brokered by the Sax Institute for the 
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation. 

Friel, S., Goldman, S., Townsend, B. and Schram, A. (2020) Australian COVID-19 policy responses: Good for health equity or a missed 
opportunity? Canberra: School of Regulation and Global Governance (RegNet), Australian National University. 
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/uploads/2020-08/2020%2008%2021%20MCHG-COVID19PoliciesHealthE.pdf  

Friel, S. and Baum, F. Equity during recovery: Addressing social and health inequities as we emerge from lockdown. Life and Health Re-imagined 
Series. Paper 4 VicHealth. June 2020 

Friel, S. and Goldman, S. Rapid review: Addressing the social and commercial determinants of healthy weight. Prepared for the National Obesity 
Strategy working group March 2020 

Schram, A. Background paper for WHO Nutrition Guidance Expert Advisory Group (NUGAG) Subgroup on Policy Actions on Trade & Investment 
Policy and Nutrition (December 2019 -May 2020). 

Walters, D., Johnstone, R., Bluff, E., Limborg, H.J, and Gensby, U. (2020) Final Report and Literature Review for Overarching Review on 
Improving the Extent and Quality of Compliance with OSH Regulations, Report for European Occupational Safety and Health Authority (EU-OSHA), 
Bilbao.  

 

BLOGS AND SELECT MEDIA 

Belinda Townsend and Jordan D. Jarvis. ‘How the World Trade Organization could facilitate access to COVID-19 health technologies’, BMJ Global Health 
Blog, 2 November 2020. Available at: https://blogs.bmj.com/bmjgh/2020/11/02/how-the-world-trade-organization-could-facilitate-access-to-covid-19-health-
technologies/. 

Belinda Townsend. Canberra Times, Give fathers more leave to narrow gender gap: Defence Minister 
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6647945/give-fathers-more-leave-to-narrow-gender-gap-reynolds/#gsc.tab=0 (Feb 2020). 

Belinda Townsend. COVID-19 fuels global health tensions, East Asia Forum, 10 May 2020 https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/05/10/covid-19-fuels-global-
health-tensions/ 

Belinda Townsend, Sharon Friel, Sharni Goldman. Promoting health equity: mixed scorecard for Australia’s policy response to COVID-19. Pearls and 
Irritations 9th Sept 2020 https://johnmenadue.com/promoting-health-equity-mixed-scorecard-for-australias-policy-response-to-covid-19/   

Deborah Gleeson, Belinda Townsend and David Legge. 2020. ‘Australia urged to support proposal to waive intellectual property rights for COVID-19 
medical products’, Croakey 8th December 2020  https://www.croakey.org/australia-urged-to-support-proposal-to-waive-intellectual-property-rights-for-covid-
19-medical-products/ 

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/uploads/2020-08/2020%2008%2021%20MCHG-COVID19PoliciesHealthE.pdf
https://blogs.bmj.com/bmjgh/2020/11/02/how-the-world-trade-organization-could-facilitate-access-to-covid-19-health-technologies/
https://blogs.bmj.com/bmjgh/2020/11/02/how-the-world-trade-organization-could-facilitate-access-to-covid-19-health-technologies/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6647945/give-fathers-more-leave-to-narrow-gender-gap-reynolds/#gsc.tab=0
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/05/10/covid-19-fuels-global-health-tensions/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/05/10/covid-19-fuels-global-health-tensions/
https://johnmenadue.com/promoting-health-equity-mixed-scorecard-for-australias-policy-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.croakey.org/australia-urged-to-support-proposal-to-waive-intellectual-property-rights-for-covid-19-medical-products/
https://www.croakey.org/australia-urged-to-support-proposal-to-waive-intellectual-property-rights-for-covid-19-medical-products/
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Jordan D. Jarvis and Belinda Townsend. 2020. ‘NCDI Poverty Correspondence: Solidarity for health justice must include underlying causes of poverty and 
inequities’, The Lancet, accepted, in press 

MCHG Video Series: ‘Systems of inequity – what hope for health post Covid-19?’ 
● Governing for health equity with Prof Sharon Friel 
● Politics, policy and people - shifting the policy agenda with Dr Belinda Townsend 
● Flaws in the machine: COVID-19 and failings of global trade and investment systems with Dr Ashley Schram 
● Embracing complexity - thinking and working in systems with Dr Melanie Pescud 
● Framing the impacts of COVID-19: Securing food regulatory policies for the prevention of non-communicable diseases with Dr Yandisa Ngqangashe  

Melanie Pescud and Belinda Townsend. 12 Pro Tips for Digital Interviews and Interactions, 12 th April 2020. http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-
events/news/7831/12-pro-tips-digital-interviews-and-interactions 

Melanie Pescud and Matthew Vella. 2020. Systems thinking across disciplines: Working, moving and living within systems (podcast). Available at: 
https://preventioncentre.org.au/resources/systems-thinking-across-disciplines-working-moving-and-living-within-systems/  

Sarah Hill, Jeff Collin, Sharon Friel. The positive effects of COVID-19 and the social determinants of health: all in it together? 
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1785/rr 

Sharon Friel and Sandro Demaio. COVID-19: can we stop it being this generation’s Great Depression? Medical Journal of Australia Insights 14th April 2020 
https://insightplus.mja.com.au/2020/14/covid-19-can-we-stop-it-being-this-generations-great-depression/ 

Sharon Friel. On the United States election, and ways forward for global health. Croakey 12th November 2020 https://www.croakey.org/on-the-united-states-
election-and-ways-forward-for-global-health/.  

Sharon Friel. What does COVID-19 policy response really mean for health? Croakey. 26th Aug 2020 https://www.croakey.org/what-do-australias-covid-19-
policy-responses-really-mean-for-health/ 

Sharon Friel. Dinner Ladies Save the World podcast – producer and host.  

Yandisa Ngqangashe. Extra dip? Why advertising junk food must be strictly regulated, on News24 https://www.news24.com/news24/analysis/opinion-extra-
dip-why-advertising-junk-food-must-be-strictly-regulated-20200415 

Yandisa Ngqangashe. Blurred lines: Food marketing and digital content, Asia Pacific Policy Forum https://www.policyforum.net/blurred-lines-food-
marketing-and-digital-content/ 

Yandisa Ngqangashe. ‘Jobs vs health’: What will shape public-health policies after Covid-19? Mail & Guardian 31st Aug 2020 https://mg.co.za/health/2020-
08-31-jobs-vs-health-what-will-shape-public-health-policies-after-covid-19/  

 

GRANTS 

Ashley Schram  2020 - #funpolice: what do social media responses to the Australian ‘lockout laws’ tell us about trust and support for 
public health regulation? Funded by APIP, ANU.  

Belinda Townsend 2020 - Evaluating the governance of regional trade agreements in the Asia Pacific for health equity. Funded by APIP, 
ANU. 

Melanie Pescud, Sharon 
Friel 

Medical Research Future Fund (2019 - 2021). Addressing complexity in prevention research using systems 
approaches: systems case studies. CIs Rychetnik, Pescud, Allender, Friel (current). 

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/news/7831/12-pro-tips-digital-interviews-and-interactions
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/news/7831/12-pro-tips-digital-interviews-and-interactions
https://preventioncentre.org.au/resources/systems-thinking-across-disciplines-working-moving-and-living-within-systems/
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1785/rr
https://insightplus.mja.com.au/2020/14/covid-19-can-we-stop-it-being-this-generations-great-depression/
https://www.croakey.org/on-the-united-states-election-and-ways-forward-for-global-health/
https://www.croakey.org/on-the-united-states-election-and-ways-forward-for-global-health/
https://www.croakey.org/what-do-australias-covid-19-policy-responses-really-mean-for-health/
https://www.croakey.org/what-do-australias-covid-19-policy-responses-really-mean-for-health/
https://www.news24.com/news24/analysis/opinion-extra-dip-why-advertising-junk-food-must-be-strictly-regulated-20200415
https://www.news24.com/news24/analysis/opinion-extra-dip-why-advertising-junk-food-must-be-strictly-regulated-20200415
https://www.policyforum.net/blurred-lines-food-marketing-and-digital-content/
https://www.policyforum.net/blurred-lines-food-marketing-and-digital-content/
https://mg.co.za/health/2020-08-31-jobs-vs-health-what-will-shape-public-health-policies-after-covid-19/
https://mg.co.za/health/2020-08-31-jobs-vs-health-what-will-shape-public-health-policies-after-covid-19/
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Melanie Pescud 2019-2020 - The Arts, Creative Industries and Health: an Evidence Check rapid review. Christina Davies, Melanie 
Pescud. $22,000, Brokered by the Sax Institute for The Victorian Health Promotion Foundation. 

Sharon Friel, Belinda 
Townsend 

ARC Linkage Project (2021 - 2024). Understanding engagement to regulate the commercial determinants of health. 
CIs Friel, Townsend, Baum, Cullerton; PIs Collin, Dain, Martin, Hepworth. Partner organisations: Foundation for 
Alcohol Research and Education, Obesity Policy Coalition and NCD Alliance. Awarded $531,764 (ARC).  

Sharon Friel, Ashley 
Schram 

ARC Discovery Project (2019 - 2022). Governing harmful commodities: the case of ultra-processed foods. CIs Friel, 
Thow, Schram, Huckel-Schneider; PIs Collin, Phulkerd, Ravuvu (current). 

Sharon Friel, Ashley 
Schram, Yandisa 
Ngqangashe 

Medical Research Future Fund (2019 - 2021). Smart and responsive regulation for population nutrition. CIs Friel, 
Schram; postdoc Ngqangashe (current).  

Sharon Friel UK Prevention Research Partnership (2019 - 5 yrs). Shaping public health policies to reduce inequalities and harm 
(SPECTRUM).CIs Bauld, Pettigrew, Gilmore, Brown, Brenna, Pearce, Langley, McNeill, Collin, Britton, Syrett, Friel. 
£8,209,412 (current). 

Sharon Friel, Belinda 
Townsend, Ashley Schram 

NHMRC Centre of Research Excellence Social Determinants of Health Equity (CRESDH). $2.4 million (2015 - 2019). 
CIs Baum F, Friel S, Kay A, McDermott D, Labonte R, Ziersch A, Strazdins L, Harris P, Mackean T, Newman L. 
Postdocs Townsend and Schram.  

Yandisa Ngqahgashe 2020 - Discursive frames in food marketing policy. Funded by APIP, ANU - $6000. 

 

PRESENTATIONS (hosted and given) 

Belinda Townsend ‘Unpacking trade and investment agreements as structural drivers for NCDs’. Invited speaker, WHO Collaborating 
Centre for the Social, Political and Commercial Determinants of Health / Southgate Institute for Health, Society & 
Equity, ‘Unpacking the Commercial Determinants of Health’, online August 2020. 

Belinda Townsend ‘Australia in the region, globalisation, and international trade’. Invited speaker, VicHealth workshop on the Future of 
Health Promotion in Australia, online April 2020. 

Belinda Townsend ‘The politics of regulating commodities that harm health’. Invited expert discussant, Global Health Policy Research 
Forum webinar, online Nov 2020. 

Belinda Townsend ‘Implications of trade agreements for anti-corruption, transparency and accountability (ACTA) mechanisms in the 
pharmaceutical sector’. Invited chair, La Trobe University / University of Toronto / WHO Collaborating Centre for 
Governance, Accountability and Transparency in the Pharmaceutical Sector, online Dec 2020. 

Belinda Townsend ‘Equitable Access to COVID-19 vaccines’. Invited discussant, Public Health Association of Australia, Political Economy 
of Health Special Interest Group, webinar online Oct 2020. 

Belinda Townsend ‘COVID and Free Trade: CPTPP impacts on health in Thailand’. Invited chair, People’s Health Movement (PHM), 
Third World Network (TWN), Public Services International (PSI), Drug System Monitoring and Development Centre 
(DMDC) webinar, online July 2020. 

Belinda Townsend and 
Sandro Demaio 

‘Strategic frames, unusual bedfellows and forum shopping: insights for health equity from trade, welfare and social 
policy analysis’. ANU RegNet/Menzies Research seminar, June 2020.  
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MCHG webinar series Governing Disruptions for Health Equity Series:  
● ‘COVID-19 multisectoral policy responses and the implications for health equity’. Launch of the MCHG report 

on Australian Government social and economic policy responses to COVID-19. Prof Sharon Friel, Dr Sandro 
Demaio (VicHealth), Prof Emily Lancsar (ANU).  

● ‘Talking and Acting Differently About Inequality’. Prof Sharon Bessel (ANU), Ms Anne Hampshire (The Smith 
Family). 

● ‘Structurally weak actors? The positive impact of not-for-profits’. Mr Terry Slevin (PHAA), Dr Tessa Boyd-Caine 
(Health Justice Australia).  

MCHG hosted webinar ‘Why do Indigenous communities in Kerala continue to experience inequitable access to healthcare?’ Sunil George 
(Uni of Canberra), Prof Fran Baum (Flinders Uni), Nov 2020.  

MCHG hosted webinar ‘Instrumental, structural and discursive power and the regulation of online advertising of high in fat, sugar and salt 
products: Multi-stakeholder views’. Dr Lauren Carters-White (Uni of Edinburgh), Nov 2020. 

MCHG hosted webinar ‘Transnational Legal Orders’. Prof Terry Halliday, honorary RegNet academic, April 2020.  

Melanie Pescud ‘Sharing perspectives: Systems thinking for chronic disease prevention’. Shoal Group Ideas Club, March 2020.  

Melanie Pescud ‘Systems thinking for prevention research’. The Australian Prevention Partnership Centre's Research Network July 
Webinar. 

RegNet Conversation 
Series 

‘Critical Junctures: Reimaging Regulatory Governance’ – ‘Virus’. Belinda Townsend, Yandisa Nqgangashe, Nick 
Coatsworth, David Legge, Oct 2020.  

Sharon Friel Keynote (virtual).’ Covid-19 recovery: opportunities for health equity’. Public Health Institute of Ireland conference, Nov 
2020. 

Sharon Friel Keynote (virtual). ‘Intersectoral action to address nutrition inequities’. Nutrition Disparity Network conference, The 
Netherlands, Nov 2020. 

Sharon Friel Keynote (virtual). ‘Redressing corporate cultivation of consumption: time to release the weapons of the structurally 
weak’. Conference Food Futures in the Anthropocene: Place-based, Just, Convivial, Tasmania Nov 2020. 

Sharon Friel Invited speaker. (virtual) ‘Covid-19: intersectoral action for health equity’. Global Health in All Policies Network forum, 
Oct 2020. 

Sharon Friel Invited speaker (virtual). ‘Covid-19: implications for social & health inequity’. Taiwan Global Health Forum, Oct 2020. 

Sharon Friel Invited speaker. Climate change and health Diplomatic Corps, Canberra Oct 2020 

Sharon Friel Invited speaker (virtual). ‘Global nutrition and social protection systems’. Nature Springer and GGG+ Workshop, Sept 
2020. 

Sharon Friel Invited speaker (virtual). ‘Trade agreements, food policy & health inequities’. European Obesity Congress, Sept 2020. 

Sharon Friel Keynote (virtual). ‘Surviving global warming’. National Health Promotion Conference of Ireland, June 2020 

Sharon Friel ‘Lessons for climate change from the COVID-19 policy response’. Climate Change Institute Webinar. June 2020 

Sharon Friel Keynote (virtual). ‘Addressing the social determinants of health inequities’. Health Promotion Conference, Southern 
Cross University, May 2020. 

Sharon Friel Keynote (virtual). ‘Weapons of the Weak’. World Congress on Public Health Nutrition, April 2020. 

Sharon Friel Invited speaker (virtual). ‘Trade, nutrition and equity’. World Congress on Public Health Nutrition, April 2020. 
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Yandisa Ngqangashe ‘Regulatory governance for population nutrition’. RegNet/Menzies lunchtime seminar, July 2020.   

Yandisa Ngqangashe Invited Speaker: ‘Watching what they eat a multi method investigation of food, media and adolescents’. University of 
Canberra. News & Media Research Centre, Sept 2020. 

Yandisa Ngqangashe Invited Speaker: ‘Food regulation for NCD prevention’. RHAP-HEALA Inaugural Interactive Webinar on NCDs, June 
2020. 

 
 

STAKEHOLDER/POLICY ENGAGEMENT 

Ashley Schram Go8 COVID-19 Road to Recovery Taskforce (April, 2020). 

Ashley Schram  Commission for the Human Future: Food Security Round Table (May, 2020). 

Belinda Townsend Representative for Public Health Association of Australia, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade EU-Australia FTA 
briefing, Canberra, 13th February 2020. 

Belinda Townsend Expert contributor, Public Health Association of Australia submission to the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties on 
Certain Aspects of the Treaty-Making Process in Australia, submission to the Joint Standing Commission on Treaties 
Australian Parliament, Canberra, 6 August 2020. 

Belinda Townsend, 
Yandisa Ngqangashe, 
Melanie Pescud, Janice 
Lee, Sora Lee, Dori 
Patay, Libby Salmon, 
Sharon Friel 

Menzies Centre for Health Governance, 2020, ‘Submission to Department of Health’s Consultation Paper for the National 
Preventative Health Strategy’, ANU Menzies Centre for Health Governance, Canberra, p. 1-11. 25th September. 
Available at: http://regnet.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/uploads/2020-
09/2020%2009%2025%20Menzies%20submission%20consultation%20paper.pdf  

Elizabeth Bluff Australian Council of Trade Unions consultation on draft regulation for psychosocial risk management. 

Libby Salmon Drafted a revised Position Statement on Donor Human Milk for the Australian Breastfeeding Association (ABA), in 
response to recent developments in human milk banks in Australia and COVID-19.  

Melanie Pescud Fortnightly advising on systems thinking component of the Anticipatory Care Project with Department of Health 
Tasmania. 

Nick Coatsworth  Appointed as Commonwealth Deputy Chief Medical Officer for the COVID-19 response, as part of the team of clinicians 
advising the Australian Government. 

Sharon Friel Co-vice chair Commission for the Human Future. 

Sharon Friel International Advisory Board. European Commission Horizon 2020 “Global Governance and the European Union: Future 
Trends and Scenarios” (GLOBE) (2019-2022). 

Sharon Friel Commissioner, Lancet–Chatham House Commission on improving population health post COVID-19 (Sept 2020-). 

Sharon Friel Commissioner, Lancet Commission Oral Health (March 2020- ). 

Sharon Friel  Commissioner, Lancet Commission Gender Equity (May 2020- ). 

Tony Kiessler Peer review of Indigenous Mental Health and Suicide Prevention Clearinghouse Article on Housing, Homelessness and 
Health for AIHW and Allen and Clark (August 2020). 

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/uploads/2020-09/2020%2009%2025%20Menzies%20submission%20consultation%20paper.pdf
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/uploads/2020-09/2020%2009%2025%20Menzies%20submission%20consultation%20paper.pdf
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Tony Kiessler Senior Researcher for “Identifying strategies to better support foster, kinship, and permanent carers” for Murawin and 
Australian Institute of Family Studies (AIFS) (August 2020-). 

Tony Kiessler ● Evaluation Team Leader for an Asian Development Bank funded health program in Papua New Guinea. 
● Member of a Pacific Regional Planning and Evaluation Team for the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

Trade (MFAT). 
Senior consultant on the Evaluation of the Queensland Government’s “Our Way: A generational strategy for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children and families”. 
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