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The School of Regulation and Global Governance (RegNet) 
tackles the big issues that define our world. For the last 20 years, 
we have focused on improving the governance of major social, 
environmental and health issues by developing new ways of 
understanding and responding to these complex problems. 

RegNet is renowned for its paradigm-shifting conceptualisations 
of regulation and governance. Through theoretically informed 
and empirical research, our work generates knowledge that 
contributes to policy, practice and public discourse. The 
School’s strong interdisciplinary ethic embraces collaboration, 
multi-level analysis, methodological plurality and a global 
sweep of activities.

While our School reflects a shared commitment to pursuing a 
more just and equitable world, our researchers are also driven to 
understand the perspectives of the many institutions and actors, 
at multiple scales, that are involved in steering the flow of events. 
Our approach to regulation is not limited to laws and formal 
rules. Rather, it includes, for example, built structures like walls 
and stairs that steer our physical movement, the design of the 
internet, the operation of the markets and everyday norms that 
guide behaviour. Regulators are not just government agencies; 
they can be international networks, private organisations, 
religious institutions, civil society actors and customary leaders.

Through this unique approach, RegNet’s research, education 
and outreach respond to key governance challenges of 
the 21st century, including climate change, conflict and 
injustice, digital transformation, geopolitical contestation 
and growing inequalities. 
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Message from  
the Director 

A landmark year for the School of  
Regulation and Global Governance (RegNet).

2020 did not play out in the ways many of us 
expected. I remember packing my bags on 
a snowy North American day in December 
2019, eagerly preparing to return to RegNet 
as its new Director. While I knew searing heat 
and devastating bushfires would welcome me 
back to Canberra, I admit I did not anticipate 
a global pandemic would soon follow—or 
that it would lay bare and accelerate the 
governance challenges we are facing across 
economic, political and social domains. 

As I write, the events of the past year are 
clear reminders of the critical importance 
of RegNet’s longstanding commitments. 
Understanding changing regulatory 
landscapes and anticipating the implications 
of emergent shifts in governance are 
essential if we are to work toward more 
democratic, secure and sustainable futures. 
2020 has been no exception in that regard. 

Our researchers continue to pursue the 
important questions of our time, shifting 
to address how the COVID-19 pandemic 
will affect regulation and governance 
across Australia, Asia, the Pacific and 
globally. RegNet experts have responded 
with evidence-informed commentary and 
policy-relevant research on the impacts of 
the pandemic. Some of the timely RegNet 
work that made headlines in Australia and 
overseas has included the Cybercrime 
Observatory’s research on the availability 
of COVID-19-related products on Tor 
darknet markets and the Menzies Centre 

for Health Governance report, ‘Australian 
COVID-19 policy responses: Good for 
health equity or a missed opportunity?’. 

Even when physically isolated during 
periods of lockdown, we remained 
engaged as a network, meeting regularly 
over Zoom for reflective discussions 
about the critical junctures revealed by 
the pandemic. These exchanges directly 
informed the theme of RegNet’s annual 
conversation series event, which we held 
as a webinar series in October 2020.

It therefore may come as no surprise that 
this annual report documents what was 
a remarkable year for RegNet. Despite 
many challenges, colleagues continued 
to nurture and support our vibrant 
intellectual community. RegNet advanced 
its research across a diverse portfolio 
of topics, including climate finance, 
development practice, environmental 
restorative justice, geoeconomics, intangible 
assets, planetary health, technologies 
of policing and violence prevention. 

Our activities received generous support 
from key Australian funding agencies and 
government departments, including a number 
of competitive external grants and eight 
awards from the ANU College of Asia and 
the Pacific’s Asia Pacific Innovation Program 
(APIP). Another seven applications submitted 
to the Australian Research Council are currently 
under review, and we look forward to sharing 
more about those projects in due course.

We also advanced the development of 
RegNet’s research-led educational offerings. 
We introduced a new Master of Regulation 
and Governance degree, which commences 
in 2021, and welcomed our first cohort of 
students into the Graduate Certificate in 
Regulation and Governance. The Graduate 
Certificate builds on the successful pathway 
course that we developed in collaboration with 
our local regulatory partner, Access Canberra. 

The RegNet community continued to grow in 
2020 as well. Our new Braithwaite Fellows, 
Dr Jensen Sass and Dr Ashley Schram, took 
up their roles early in the year and are already 
forging exciting research programs, the 
details of which are featured in this report. 
We also welcomed Dr Aleksandar (Aleks) 
Deejay, a digital governance researcher who 
brings extensive administrative and teaching 
experience as Graduate Studies Convenor, 
and Dr Dirk van der Kley who specialises in 
Chinese international economic policy and 
the effect of industrial policy on geopolitics.

This annual report is an overview of our 
2020 activities. The pages that follow 
illustrate some of the many innovative 
contributions enabled by our dynamic 
community of researchers and students.

Thank you for your ongoing interest in 
the work of RegNet. We hope you can 
follow our updates by joining our mailing 
list, following us on Twitter or—when 
travel permits—joining us in person.

We wish you well in the year ahead. 

Professor Kathryn (Kate) Henne

Director, School of Regulation and 
Global Governance (RegNet)

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/centres/cybercrime-observatory
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/centres/cybercrime-observatory
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/centres/menzies-centre-health-governance
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/centres/menzies-centre-health-governance
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/events/8048/webinar-series-2020-conversations-critical-junctures-reimagining-regulatory
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/study/master-regulation-and-governance
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/study/master-regulation-and-governance
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/study/graduate-certificate-regulation-and-governance
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/study/graduate-certificate-regulation-and-governance
https://www.accesscanberra.act.gov.au/
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/jensen-sass
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/ashley-schram
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/aleksandar-deejay
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/aleksandar-deejay
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/dirk-van-der-kley
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/about-us/join-our-mailing-list
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/about-us/join-our-mailing-list
https://twitter.com/ANURegNet
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/about-us/thinking-joining-regnet
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Engaging youth in messaging 
for the creative arts to end 
sorcery accusation violence

The belief in witchcraft or sorcery exists across many parts of the Pacific, 
especially in Papua New Guinea (PNG). Prevalent in spheres of public 
and private life, sorcery accusations give rise to many cases of violence 
including torture and murder in the country. Addressing the complex 
issue of sorcery accusation related violence (SARV) and eradicating 
its wide negative developmental outcomes has become an increasing 
priority in PNG. However, this problem cannot be resolved solely by 
legislation; rather, it must involve a more holistic response. 

In an effort to raise awareness and effect 
positive change, Associate Professor 
Miranda Forsyth, a leading expert on 
the topic of SARV in PNG, and her team 
are utilising an innovative approach to 
prevent SARV, which they have coined 
‘Networked Inside-Out Change’.

“While some important work has already been 
conducted in addressing and reducing SARV, 
there is still a great need for both a better 
understanding of which types of awareness-
raising techniques and advocacy are most 
effective and why, especially for the production 
of supporting materials for those wishing to 
engage in advocacy and awareness-raising,” 
said Associate Professor Forsyth.   »

About

Associate Professor Miranda Forsyth is a 
socio-legal scholar interested in how diverse 
justice needs can best be met in contexts 
of multiple legal and normative orders. 
Her geographical focus has been primarily 
in the Pacific Islands region, particularly 
Vanuatu and Papua New Guinea. 

Current research projects include the potential 
of Restorative Justice for the Pacific islands 
region, particularly in relation to gender 

based violence; the promise and challenges 
of Community Rule-Making as regulatory 
innovation; and a multi-year project on 
overcoming sorcery accusation related 
violence in Papua New Guinea. Miranda 
is also working on the development of a 
new agenda for Environmental Restorative 
Justice in both Australia and internationally 
and the potential of complexity theory 
for regulation and governance.

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/miranda-forsyth
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/miranda-forsyth
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/miranda-forsyth
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“Our team’s research and experience to 
date suggests that leadership, awareness-
raising and advocacy needs to come from 
inside communities first, then be networked 
into broader outside domains, whilst being 
context specific. We term this approach 
‘Networked Inside-Out Change’.”

‘Networked Inside-Out Change’ is the 
crux of Associate Professor Forsyth’s 
latest project, titled ‘Engaging youth in 
messaging for the creative arts to end 
sorcery accusation violence’, which is 
funded by the US State Department. With 
the support of filmmaker Llane Munau, 
missionary Anton Lutz and the NGO The 
Voice, Associate Professor Forsyth and her 
team aim to address SARV by engaging PNG 
youth (18+) in the production of awareness-
raising materials using the creative arts.

“The aim of this project is to change the 
narrative about sorcery accusation violence 
in a sustained way,” explained Associate 
Professor Forsyth who is also chief investigator 

of a major four-year, Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade (DFAT)-funded project aimed 
at identifying ways to overcome sorcery 
accusations and related violence in PNG.

“Through a series of workshops, PNG 
youth will be involved in learning basic 
filmmaking skills to tell stories about SARV, 
its negative effects and the different ways 
it can be resolved without violence.” 

“The intention is to disseminate some of 
the content produced broadly across PNG 
through mass media,” she disclosed. 

“The hypothesis of this project is that in 
order to be effective, messages around 
sorcery accusation violence need to come 
from within the community in their language 
both metaphorically and literally”.

“Networking the creators of these messages 
with other groups also working in this space 
is vital for creating the support network 
that will facilitate the conversations 
required for change to occur,” she said.

Above: Example of a participant drawing at 
a workshop (creating a storyboard).

Right: Despite the difficulties created by the COVID-19 
pandemic, the team has already conducted several 
workshops and produced awareness-raising materials 
including the ‘Engaging Youth Ending SARV workbook’. 

During a filming session with the general community observing.

Although the project is expected to put the 
‘Networked Inside-Out Change’ model to the 
test, a similar project carried out by Ms Munau 
and Mr Lutz yielded encouraging results. 

“This project expands on a successful initiative 
undertaken by Llane and Anton who, in 
collaboration with the youths from ‘Voice in the 
Wilderness’ in Bougainville, produced a short 
feature film called ‘Peter and Grace make a 
difference’ which garnered a lot of engagement 
from the local community”, she explained. 

‘Engaging youth in messaging for the 
creative arts to end sorcery accusation 
violence’ will be developed in 10 targeted 
communities across PNG over 30 months. 
It is expected to catalyse positive change in 
the broader region through the creation of 
youth leadership for the anti-SARV agenda 
and the strengthening of anti-SARV leaders 
and organisations within local communities 
as well as within and across provinces.

The team has also started the production 
of a range of digital awareness-raising 
materials and an arts-based program 
toolkit that promotes critical thinking 
about narratives of sorcery and sorcery 
accusations to ultimately discourage SARV. 

As well as directly informing how to address 
SARV in the PNG context, insights from 
this project will contribute to the global 
movement that is developing to address 
SARV and other harmful practices relating 
to manifestations of belief in witchcraft 
around the world. The PNG insights will 
be assessed in relation to experiences in 
other parts the world, addressing harm 
generated by particular belief systems through 
international human rights frameworks.  

To learn more about SARV, the projects 
that aim to address the issue and what you 
can do to help visit Stop Sorcery Violence 
at www.stopsorceryviolence.org.

https://www.ryanandshiv.net/blog/peter-and-grace-make-a-difference
https://www.ryanandshiv.net/blog/peter-and-grace-make-a-difference
http://www.stopsorceryviolence.org
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ANU-ActewAGL project seeks to 
better understand electricity use

A unique research project at The Australian National University 
that explores home insulation and electricity use has been named 
the 2020 winner of the Icon Water and ActewAGL Perpetual 
Endowment Fund.

Dr Lee White, a Research Fellow with the 
ANU Energy Change Institute and the 
ANU School of Regulation and Global 
Governance (RegNet), has received funding 
to support 12 months of collaboration 
with ActewAGL to determine the impact 
of housing energy efficiency on bill 
changes, driven by time-of-use rates.

The project aims to support the development 
of modernised electricity billing systems 
in a way that improves, rather than 
exacerbates, existing inequities.

“This project would test the hypothesis 
that households in well-insulated 
homes will see greater bill savings when 
changing to time-of-use compared to 
households in poorly-insulated homes,” 
Dr White said of her novel project.

“If the hypothesis is supported, then 
there’s a clear case to focus on insulation 
improvements for older homes. Vulnerable 
groups are more likely to live in these less 
insulated homes, and it’s important to 
ensure these groups have at least an equal 
ability to lower bills on time-of-use rates 
compared to better off households.”   »

About

Dr Lee White is a Research Fellow with the 
Zero-Carbon Energy for the Asia-Pacific 
Grand Challenge. She earned her PhD in 
Urban Planning and Development at the 
University of Southern California’s Sol 
Price School of Public Policy, specializing 
in examining city policies and individual-
level behavioural interventions that can 
increase sustainable behaviour. 

Her research relates to understanding how 
systems can be changed to increase clean 
technology adoption, including policies 
that can make distributed generation more 
accessible to individuals. Lee’s current 
work includes studying city-level policies to 
mitigate climate change, examining energy 
justice issues that may be raised by demand 
management rates, and understanding policy 
needs to support a socio-technical transition 
to green hydrogen as a rising technology.

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/lee-white
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/lee-white
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The ActewAGL study will build on Dr White’s 
earlier published research about demand-
side electricity use and time-of-use rates 
by households in the United States.  
Dr Emma Aisbett will assist Dr White in an 
economic advisory role, while Christa Shen 
will help with various research tasks.

“Prior research suggests that housing 
efficiency will limit ability to cut back on 
heating or cooling costs, but this question 
has not yet been addressed with rigorous 
empirical analyses,” Dr White said.

“It’s a great opportunity for an early 
career researcher like me to be able 
to work so closely with industry. This 
will allow us to make a really unique 
contribution to analysis in this area.

“I’m glad to have the support at ANU to 
pursue these kinds of opportunities.”

ANU Energy Change Institute Director, 
Professor Ken Baldwin, said it was 
a tough decision for the Endowment 
Committee to select the winner, but 
ultimately the committee was impressed 
by Dr White’s research proposal and 
the potential that her study holds.

“We’re excited by the project and look forward 
to communicating its findings, because they 
may be able to benefit residents in many 
poorly-insulated dwellings not just across the 
ACT but globally,” Professor Baldwin said.

Dr White’s project was chosen following a 
competitive process, which included a short 
pitch to ActewAGL representatives and 
other key stakeholders at the 2019 Energy 
Change Institute Open Day on 17 February.

First awarded in 2009, the $2m Icon Water 
and ActewAGL Endowment was established 
between the ANU and the two local utilities to 
create a community partnership and help ANU 
researchers address major industry challenges 
in water sustainability and renewable energy, 
particularly in relation to local utility needs.

 “ActewAGL is proud to provide funding 
which supports new research and greater 
engagement between industry and academia,” 
said Lahiru Hapuarachchi, ActewAGL 
Lead Product and Innovation Engineer.

“The research outcomes from this project 
have the potential to inform how we deliver 
energy efficiency programs, and assist us with 
developing innovative data-backed tariffs.

“This unique research will also provide 
a better understanding of the vulnerable 
population in Canberra and how we 
can best respond to their needs.”

Criteria for the round focused 
on three priorities:

• Data-informed energy consumer 
psychology to understand and 
predict behaviour in the ACT.

• Advanced hydrogen generation and storage 
techniques from an academic and technical 
perspective including considerations to 
generate “greenly” and “cheaply”.

• Regulatory, legal and technological 
challenges to hydrogen distribution, 
including consideration for development 
of future regulatory frameworks.

Endowment funding of up to $115,000 is 
available each round, with the research 
projects ranging from six to 18 months.

The Icon Water and ActewAGL Endowment 
is managed by Innovation ANU, which 
oversees the University’s strategic 
projects and partnerships, including 
with industry and government.

ANU is committed to leading initiatives 
to break down barriers between 
universities, society and industry.

Dr Lauren DuFall from Innovation ANU said 
there is significant potential for more direct 
engagement with industry through cross-
disciplinary energy research for broader 
impact in areas of national importance.

11Photo by Patrick Hendry on Unsplash.

https://socialsciences.nature.com/posts/41571-thinking-too-much-or-not-enough-about-electricity
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/emma-aisbett
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/christa-shen
https://www.anu.edu.au/research/innovation
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Harnessing financial markets 
and institutional investment to 
increase the penetration of clean 
energy in Asia and the Pacific 

Climate change and energy poverty are just two of the key global 
challenges that the world is currently facing. From rising sea levels that 
increase the risk of catastrophic flooding and extreme weather patterns 
that impact the quality and quantity of food production, climate change 
threatens humankind’s very existence. At the same time, billions of 
people around the world live without access to electricity, a fact that 
negatively impacts their well-being, health and economic growth 
and exacerbates social inequality. In Asia and the Pacific alone, more 
than 420 million people lack access to adequate access to electricity. 
Clean energy investment could address the increasing demand for 
electrification mitigating the negative effects of using fossil fuels.

While renewable energy technology is 
recognised as a potential solution for 
addressing both climate change and energy 
poverty in the Pacific, investors are reluctant 
to commit funds for fear that their investment 
will not yield the desired outcomes. 

A team of researchers, led by Emeritus 
Professor Neil Gunningham, a leading 
expert in environmental and energy law, 
say the root of the problem lies in the failure 
to see climate finance as a cycle in which 
the existence of effective climate finance 
regulation and governance play a vital role.   »

About

Emeritus Professor Neil Gunningham is a world-
renowned expert in environmental and energy 
law. With Darren Sinclair he conceived the 
ground-breaking concept of ‘Smart Regulation’, 
has published widely on safety, health and 
environment, with a focus on regulation and 
governance and has made numerous significant 
contributions to environmental policy.

Professor Gunningham’s many achievements 
include co-founding the “Australian Centre 
for Environmental law”, being a member of 
Australian Panel of Experts on Environmental 
Law, consulting for the Victorian Enquiry on 
the Environment Protection Authority and 
international organisations such as the OECD 
and the United Nations Environment Program.

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/neil-gunningham
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/neil-gunningham
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/neil-gunningham
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“Even when funds are available and new 
technologies are cleaner, smarter and cheaper, 
dysfunctional governance blocks their 
implementation,” Professor Gunningham said.

“The challenge therefore is not necessarily 
‘mobilising’ funds, rather it is the lack of 
conducive regulation and governance capable 
of enabling finance to flow,” he added. 

In this context, Emeritus Professor 
Neil Gunningham, working with 
Associate Professor Christian Downie, 
Dr Abidah Setyowati and PhD scholar 
Kirsty Anantharajah, spearheaded a 
research project aimed to address this 
challenge in Fiji and Indonesia. 

Their DFAT funded project titled ‘Harnessing 
financial markets and institutional investment 
to increase the penetration of clean energy in 
Asia and the Pacific’, which is part of RegNet’s 
Climate Finance Initiative, sought to build 
capacity within government and the private 
sector in order to identify opportunities for 
private sector finance, develop innovative 
governance mechanisms, reduce informational 
asymmetry and improve clean energy literacy.

“Overall, thanks largely to Kirsty and Abidah’s 
exhaustive fieldwork, we found that intervening 
in the governance stage of the climate 
finance cycle results in improved investment 
quality,” Professor Gunningham said. 

“In Fiji, lack of capacity and weak governance, 
and in Indonesia, inconsistent policies, a 
difficult investment environment and lack of 
transparency, discourage investment. Our 
research-informed framework, dialogues and 
consultation helped stakeholders overcome 
governance obstacles in both countries.

“We were also able to identify the 
impediments and opportunities for advancing 
renewable energy solutions in areas the 
electricity grid is never likely to reach and 
for mobilising climate finance for rapid 
adoption of renewable energy solutions. 

“Not least we provided a number of 
roadmaps to our partner agencies, made 
proposals for innovative governance 
arrangements to overcome to seemingly 
intractable problems, identified 
opportunities for sustainable engagement 
with stakeholders and participated in a 
variety of capacity-building initiatives.”

Emeritus Professor Gunningham said that 
over the course of the project the team 
developed partnerships and pathways 
to increase commitment and leverage 
resources, tap into climate financing networks 
to boost knowledge and capacity, and 
access finance from external sources. 

“In Fiji, we received support from the Reserve 
Bank and the Department of Energy, where 
our dialogues and capacity building activities 
have been targeted, and from the University 
of the South Pacific,” he explained.

“Our work in Indonesia has generated 
support from multiple stakeholders and 
close collaboration with key stakeholders. 
For example, we have carried out capacity 
and public engagement activities in close 
collaboration with several institutions such 
as a state-owned infrastructure finance 
company, PT SMI and the Ministry of 
Finance (sustainable finance section).

“I feel we achieved a lot, thanks largely to 
our two excellent researchers—Dr Abidah 
Setyowati and Kirsty Anantharajah—who 
conducted fieldwork in Indonesia and Fiji,” 
Professor Gunningham concluded.

Over the course of this project, a total of 
164 consultations were carried out in these 
countries, generating important insights. 
Additionally, four training sessions and 
22 other public engagement activities (e.g. 
public lectures, policy workshops, focus group 
discussions) were delivered, involving multiple 
stakeholders across both countries. The 
project also generated a substantial number 
of peer-reviewed journal articles, editorials, 
working papers and policy briefs targeting 
academic, policy and public audiences.

About

Christian Downie 
is an Associate 
Professor at 
RegNet. He holds 
an Australian 
Research Council 
DECRA Fellowship 
and was previously 
a Vice Chancellor’s 
Postdoctoral 

Fellow at the University of New South Wales. 

He has worked as an advisor to several 
Australian Government agencies, including 
the Department of the Prime Minister and 
Cabinet. He has spent time teaching or 
researching at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, the London School of 
Economics and Political Science and the 
Balsillie School of International Affairs 
among others, and he has worked in policy 
think tanks in Canberra and Washington 
D.C. Christian is the author of more than 
30 peer-reviewed journal articles and 
book chapters. His latest book is Business 
Battles in the U.S. Energy Sector: 
Lessons for a clean energy transition.

Abidah Setyowati is 
an interdisciplinary 
social scientist 
with a PhD in 
human geography 
from Rutgers 
University. Her 
research focuses 
broadly on natural 
resources and 

climate governance, critical climate 
change studies, energy governance and 
energy justice, climate finance, indigenous 
politics, forest tenure reform as well gender 
and social inclusion in these issues.

Prior to joining RegNet, she was a 
postdoctoral fellow at the Department of 
International Relations, ANU and a research 
associate at the Environmental Change 
Institute, University of Oxford. She has 
provided advisory work and carried out 
consultancy assignments with UNDP, UNEP, 
FAO, UNREDD, USAID, DFID and other 
multilateral agencies. In 2021, she takes 
up a research fellow position in the Faculty 
of Technology, Policy and Management at 
Delft University of Technology (TU Delft) 
and remains a visiting fellow with RegNet.

Kirsty Anantharajah 
is a research 
associate on 
Professor Neil 
Gunningham’s 
DFAT funded 
project, Harnessing 
financial markets 
and institutional 
investment to 

increase the penetration of clean energy 
in the Asia Pacific. She is also a PhD 
scholar exploring the impacts of climate 
finance regulation and governance in Fiji.

Kirsty Anantharajah is a lawyer admitted 
in the ACT with a background in refugee 
protection. She has previously worked in 
the fields of human rights law, transitional 
justice and gender based violence. Kirsty 
has degrees in Arts and Law (Hons I) 
from the Australian National University.

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/christian-downie
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/visitors/abidah-setyowati
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/phd-students/kirsty-anantharajah
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/research-projects/details/7547/climate-finance-initiative
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/christian-downie
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/visitors/abidah-setyowati
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/phd-students/kirsty-anantharajah
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BRAITHWAITE FELLOWS

Braithwaite Research 
Fellowship 

The Braithwaite Research Fellowship was established 
to honour RegNet’s founders, Professors John and 
Valerie Braithwaite, who spent many years heading diverse 
research groups at the Australian National University 
concerned with questions of restorative justice, regulatory 
theory, responsive regulation and peacebuilding.

The fellowship is awarded to rising stars in regulation 
and governance, enabling them to undertake innovative 
research in the field. Dr Jensen Sass and Dr Ashley Schram, 
the recipients of the 2020 fellowship, bring a mix of 
interdisciplinary expertise, research into important social 
issues, exciting education ideas and the potential to engage 
deeply with policy and regulation in the broadest sense.

Dr Jensen Sass is a political sociologist 
who joined RegNet as a Braithwaite Fellow 
in 2020. His research program spans two 
substantive fields. The first concerns 
the changing character and growth of 
corporate organisations and, in particular, 
their role in shaping the social, political 
and technological fabric of modern 
societies. His second field concerns 
democratic institutions and, in particular, 
those institutions responsible for hosting 
and fostering political deliberation.  

Jensen’s work on political deliberation has 
been published in the leading journals of 
political theory and political philosophy, with 
his article “Deliberative Cultures” (with Drzyek) 
being the second most highly cited article 
in the five years following its publication in 
Political Theory, the field’s leading journal 
internationally. The article examines how 
political culture shapes the way people 
engage in political debate and the prospects 
for improving the quality of debate via the 
fostering of a more deliberative culture. 

In August 2020, Jensen’s article (with Curato, 
Ercan and Niemeyer), “Deliberative Democracy 
in the Age of Serial Crisis,” was published in 
the International Political Science Review. In 
November 2020, Jensen received funding as 
a Chief Investigator under the ARC Discovery 
scheme for Democratic resilience: The public 
sphere and extremist attacks. This six-country 
comparative project seeks to explain why 

some societies succumb to polarization in 
the wake of extremist attacks (satisfying the 
hopes of extremists) while others prove more 
resilient, sometimes even deepening their 
collective value commitments. The project’s 
leadership team spans the Australian National 
University, the University of Canberra, and 
the University of New South Wales (ADFA) 
along with partner universities in New Zealand, 
the United States and the European Union. 
Together this group was awarded $511,809. 

Over the past year, Jensen’s work on 
corporate organizations has focused on 
the completion of his book-length study of 
Monsanto, the American firm that pioneered 
genetic engineering in agriculture and the 
privatization of plant genetics. In addition to 
being a scientifically innovative firm, Monsanto 
executed in a long-term political and regulatory 
strategy which has transformed agriculture on 
a global basis. Jensen’s research has involved 
extensive archival analysis in the Monsanto 
Company Records, Presidential Libraries, 
specialist chemicals and biotechnology 
archives, as well as numerous university-
based collections. His book, Monsanto: A 
Political Biography, is intended for a mixed 
social science and popular audience and 
is contracted to Yale University Press. 

Since arriving at RegNet, Jensen has been 
involved in a range of outreach activities 
with government departments and agencies, 
including Prime Minister & Cabinet, 

In November 2020, Jensen 
received funding as a 
Chief Investigator under 
the ARC Discovery scheme for 
the project titled Democratic 
resilience: The public sphere 
and extremist attacks.
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http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/john-braithwaite
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/valerie-braithwaite
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/jensen-sass
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Defence, and the Australian Competition 
and Consumer Commission (ACCC). This 
engagement has allowed him to apply 
his existing knowledge to urgent policy 
problems and to expand his research 
agenda, especially around themes of 
corporation-state relations. As a member 
of the ANU Geoeconomics Working Group, 
Jensen is participating on two large grants 
which provide support for applied work 
of this kind. In a Defence Strategic Policy 
Grant (≈$1,000,000, led by RegNet’s 
Professor Anthea Roberts), he is undertaking 
preliminary research with a US partner on 
relationships between US tech firms and 
the security and defence establishment. 

In a related grant funded by National 
Foundation for Australia-China Relations, 
Engaging with the private sector on 
economics, security and technology 
($372,000, also led by Professor Anthea 
Roberts), Jensen will participate in a series 
of workshops with Australian business 
leaders and undertake a survey with 
them about the rapidly changing trade, 
investment and security environment. 

Ashley will be leading the work examining 
the impacts of trade and investment on 
Canadian food environments. During 
2020, Ashley also began consulting for 
the World Health Organization to inform 
efforts to build policy guidelines on trade 
and investment for improved nutrition. 

The challenges of 2020, from a catastrophic 
bushfire season in Australia to a devastating 
global pandemic, brought to the forefront 
the significance of interdisciplinary 
understandings of human health, such 
as the role of governance and responsive 
policy in the context of climate change and 
globalisation. Ashley was appointed to the 
Go8 COVID-19 Road to Recovery Taskforce 
where she contributed her expertise to 
inform recommendations on how to use 
COVID-19 pandemic as a catalyst for a 
healthier and more equitable Australia. 

In her role as Deputy Director of the 
Menzies Centre for Health Governance 
in RegNet, Ashley and her colleagues in 
the Centre produced several high-impact 
engagement activities, including a series of 
videos highlighting how their work in health 
governance can inform responses to the 
pandemic and an analysis of Australia’s 
COVID-19 policy responses for health 
equity. Ashley was also a member of a 
Food Security Round Table, organised by 
the Commission for the Human Future, 

Dr Ashley Schram first joined RegNet in 
January 2017, taking up her appointment as 
a Braithwaite Fellow in 2020. Her program 
of research addresses the regulation 
and governance of the social, structural 
and political determinants of health and 
inequities. Using interdisciplinary methods, 
her work investigates how institutional 
processes, ideas, discourse and power 
relations shape the ways in which human 
health, equity and sustainability are 
incorporated into, and impacted by, a 
range of policies. During her time as a 
Braithwaite Fellow, Ashley has contributed 
to 11 peer-reviewed articles and one 
book chapter to this body of literature. 

Ashley has earned international recognition 
for her work in the area of trade and 
investment policy and its implications for the 
health and sustainability of food systems. 
In 2020, she was appointed as co-convenor 
of the Trade and Investment Module in the 
International Network for Food and Obesity/
Non-communicable Diseases Research, 
Monitoring and Action Support (INFORMAS). 

In addition to being a co-investigator 
on an ARC Discovery Project mapping 
the investment policy landscape for 
food systems in Australia, Ashley and 
colleagues in Canada have recently been 
awarded a project grant by the Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research to replicate 
the global INFORMAS work in Canada. 

Ashley has earned 
international recognition for 
her work in the area of trade 
and investment policy and its 
implications for the health and 
sustainability of food systems.

providing recommendations for a healthier 
and sustainable food system in Australia.

Throughout 2020 Ashley has also 
engaged in several university, national 
and international academic collaborations 
to generate new research funding, from 
exploring innovation in investment policy 
to developing new Centres for the study of 
human and planetary health and equity. 

Over the next four years as a Braithwaite 
Fellow, she will continue to focus on her 
research on the financial determinants of 
health and healthy and sustainable food 
systems, including new work in the investment 
policy space as well as expansion into 
new areas of corporate finance and drivers 
of intergenerational wealth inequities.  

Featured work from 2020:

• Schram, A., & Townsend, B. (2020). 
International trade and investment and 
food systems: what we know, what we 
don’t know, and what we don’t know 
we don’t know. International Journal 
of Health Policy and Management.

• Friel, S., Schram, A., & Townsend, 
B. (2020). The nexus between 
international trade, food systems, 
malnutrition and climate 
change. Nature Food, 1(1), 51-58.

• Schram, A., & Goldman, S. 
(2020). Paradigm Shift: New 
Ideas for a Structural Approach 
to NCD Prevention. International 
Journal of Health Policy and 
Management, 9(3), 124.

• Friel, S., Goldman, S., Townsend, 
B., & Schram, A. (2020). Australian 
COVID-19 policy responses: Good for 
health equity or a missed opportunity?.

Featured work from 2020:

• Jensen Sass (with Nicole Curato,  
Selen Ercan, and Simon Niemeyer) 
2020. Deliberative Democracy in the 
Age of Serial Crisis. International 
Political Science Review. Onlinefirst. 

• Jensen Sass (with John Dryzek, 
Selen Ercan, and Peter Balint). 
ARC Discovery Grant “Democratic 
Resilience: Extremist Attacks and 
the Public Sphere”. $511,000. 

• Jensen Sass (with Kathryn Henne) 
2020. Critical Junctures: Opportunities 
and Threats for Democracies 
in the Pandemic. The Power to 
Persuade Blog. 7th October 2020.
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http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/research-projects/details/7953/navigating-emerging-geoeconomic-order
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/anthea-roberts
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/video/7926/governing-health-equity
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/video/7926/governing-health-equity
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/ashley-schram
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Governing Technology

RegNet’s Director Professor Kate Henne creates  
the Justice and Technoscience Lab (JusTech)

In returning to RegNet as Director in 
2020, Professor Kate Henne brought back 
her longstanding interest in how digital 
surveillance and other forms of technoscience 
are increasingly important features in social 
landscapes. From automated systems 
to biometric verification and various 
other forms of tracking, sociotechnical 
systems are ubiquitous in society and 
are often core to regulatory practice. 

These issues had been central to Professor 
Henne’s work as a Canada Research 
Chair at the University of Waterloo. There, 
she established a social science lab of 
ten researchers and graduate trainees to 
focus on important emerging issues in law 
and society as they take shape in relation 
to disruptive technologies. Coming back 
to RegNet with the support of an ANU 
Futures Award enabled the creation of 
something more ambitious: the Justice 
and Technoscience Lab (JusTech).

JusTech is an initiative that brings 
together scholars from within and beyond 
RegNet to study regulatory strategies 
that can advance more just and equitable 
approaches to the governance of science 
and technology. Designed as a social science 
collaboratory, its work responds to growing 
concerns that disruptive technologies 
can exacerbate discrimination, inequality 
and oppression. JusTech thus builds 
upon longstanding concerns in RegNet 
scholarship, particularly around how to 
reduce the amount of domination in the 
world, and extends the School’s conceptual 
insights into new areas of inquiry. 

Like most of RegNet’s research, JusTech’s 
work is profoundly interdisciplinary and 
empirical in nature. It primarily draws on Law 
and Society, Science and Technology Studies 
(STS) and theories of power and inequality 
to identify and understand unintended 
consequences of scientific and technological 
innovation. Guided by insights from Regulatory 

Governance, JusTech aims to support the 
development of robust explanations that can 
be adapted to guide institutional responses 
and strategies for better governance.

In 2020, the Lab supported two key initiatives:

• Partnerships for the Governance and 
Regulation of Wellbeing, Technoscience 
and Health (GRoWTH), which provide 
critical insights into how technoscience not 
only informs systems contributing to the 
governance of health, but also foundational 
understandings of human wellbeing.

• Surveillance and Technologies of 
Policing (SToP) Projects, which examine 
the effects and implications of using 
surveillance technologies as regulatory 
tools across domains of law enforcement, 
migration and welfare provision.

It also fostered an environment where 
researchers could receive collaborative 
feedback to enhance their individual 
projects, which look at challenges linked 
to biotechnology, data governance, 
experimental and GPS technologies, health 
informatics, regulatory science, transborder 
mobility and urban infrastructure.

Even though the pandemic meant limited 
opportunities for face-to-face engagement 
in 2020, JusTech remained busy. Between 
writing editorials published in Salon and 
The Conversation, members maintained 
a lively reading group and developed a 
special issue for Big Data & Society on data, 
governance and interlocking inequalities 
(to be published in 2021). The Lab’s 
publications spanned disciplines where 
RegNet has an established reputation, 
such as Criminology, as well as new ones, 
such as Human-Computer Interaction. 

JusTech has been able to establish a 
strong foundation for future work. It is a 
key partner in a multi-sited project on how 
individuals and communities are navigating 
sociotechnical systems—which have 
become central to everyday life during 

the pandemic—to access information 
and resources during the periods of 
disruption and uncertainty prompted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Working with 
researchers at Arizona State University, 
Federal University of Pará, University of 
California, University of Denmark and Oxford 
University, the project aims to shed light 
on perceptions and practices in Australia, 
Brazil, Denmark, the United Kingdom and 
the United States. The first publication 
based on interview findings is forthcoming 
in the proceedings of the 2021 ACM CHI 
Conference on Human Factors in Computing 
Systems, the premier international outlet 
for Human-Computer Interaction.

With more RegNet students studying in 
the areas of JusTech’s work, the Lab has 
laid the groundwork for additional student 
training and professional development. Its 
2021 agenda includes hands-on research 
mentorship and works-in-progress sessions 
that are facilitated by RegNet with the 
involvement of affiliates in Australia, Canada, 
England, the Netherlands, Switzerland and 
the United States. Planning for a workshop 
on Rethinking the Digital Welfare State is 
also well underway. The event intends to 
complement and build on vibrant discussions 
around the regulatory welfare state going 
on in RegNet and the field more widely. 

As more students are pursuing innovative 
projects on questions of technoscience and 
regulation, JusTech’s work will continue to 
grow and change over the years to come. 
For example, a current PhD candidate,  
Jenna Imad Harb, is examining shifting 
dynamics of digital humanitarianism 
through an in-depth study of responses 
to crises in Lebanon. An incoming PhD 
scholar, Dhakshayini Sooriyakumaran, is 
looking at the regulation of AI systems, 
digital technologies and corporate 
actors increasingly involved in cross-
border policing. Future students will 
no doubt push RegNet’s ideas into 
other new and important areas.

About

Professor Kathryn (Kate) Henne is the Director 
of RegNet and an Honorary Professor at the 
Arizona State University. An interdisciplinarily 
trained scholar, she has a PhD in Criminology, 
Law and Society with a specialisation in 
Anthropologies of Medicine, Science and 
Technology from the University of California, 
Irvine. Before commencing as RegNet’s 
Director, she held a Canada Research Chair  

at the University of Waterloo, where she was 
also a Fellow of the Balsillie School of 
International Affairs. Her research is concerned 
with the interface between inequality, 
technoscience and regulation. Kate has 
published widely on topics related to 
biometric  surveillance, human enhancement 
and wellbeing, regulatory science, and 
technologies of policing.

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/kathryn-henne
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/centres/justice-and-technoscience-lab-justech
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/centres/justice-and-technoscience-lab-justech
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/phd-students/jenna-imad-harb
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/kathryn-henne
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Awards and Recognition

RegNet’s commitment to pursuing a more just and equitable world 
is coupled with a shared intellectual drive to understand how power, 
ideas, values and institutions shape regulation and governance. As 
these driving forces are behind all the work we do, we are proud and 
deeply honoured to see these efforts being recognised in so many ways. 

GRANTS AWARDED1 

Australian Research 
Council

Regulating the climate 
finance revolution

• Emeritus Professor 
Neil Gunningham 

• Associate Professor 
Christian Downie

• Honorary Professor Howard Bamsey

Australian Research 
Council

Community rule-making 
in the Pacific Islands as 
regulatory innovation

• Associate Professor 
Miranda Forsyth 

• Associate Professor Sinclair Dinnen 
(Department of Pacific Affairs, ANU)

Australian Research 
Council 

Democratic resilience: 
The public sphere and 
extremist attacks2

• Dr Jensen Sass

Australian Research 
Council 

Understanding 
engagement to regulate 
the commercial 
determinants of health3

• Professor Sharon Friel
• Dr Belinda Townsend
• Honorary Professor Fran Baum

Australian National 
University

Digital futures of 
social assistance 

• Professor Kate Henne

Australian Institute 
of Criminology

Scraping of COVID 
products on dark net

• Emeritus Professor 
Roderic Broadhurst 

• Matthew Ball
• Jessie Jiang

US Department of State Engaging youth in 
messaging through the 
creative arts to end sorcery 
accusation related violence

• Associate Professor 
Miranda Forsyth

Commonwealth 
Department of Defence

Navigating the emerging 
geoeconomic order: 
Integrating economics, 
security and technology

• Professor Anthea Roberts
• Dr Jensen Sass 
• Dr Dirk van der Kley
• Dr Benjamin Herscovitch
• Professor Rory Medcalf  

(National Security College, ANU)

• Jane Golley (Australian Centre 
on China in the World, ANU)

• Associate Professor Andrew 
Kennedy (Crawford School, ANU)

• Darren Lim (School of Politics and 
International Relations, ANU)

National Foundation 
for Australia-
China Relations

Engaging with the private 
sector on economics, 
security and technology

• Professor Anthea Roberts
• Dr Dirk van der Kley
• Dr Jensen Sass
• Dr Benjamin Herscovitch
• Professor Jane Golley (Australian 

Centre on China in the World, ANU)

• Dr Darren Lim (School of Politics 
and International Relations, ANU)

1 Projects listed celebrate RegNet/ANU researchers and may involve researchers from other institutions

2 The project’s leadership team spans the Australian National University, the University of 
Canberra, and the University of New South Wales (ADFA) along with partner universities in  
New Zealand, the United States and the European Union

3 The project will be completed in partnership with the Obesity Policy Coalition,  
FARE—Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education, and Global NCD Alliance.
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION

MARCH 2020

Professor Neil Gunningham was awarded by the 
International Network for Environmental Compliance and 
Enforcement (INECE).

Emeritus Professor Neil Gunningham received the Scholarly 
Contributions to Environmental Enforcement Award at the 2020 
AELERT-INECE conference in recognition for the work he and 
Professor Darren Sinclair have conducted over the last 25 years.

The two scholars, who conceived the ground-breaking concept 
of ‘Smart Regulation’, have published widely on safety, health 
and environment, with a focus on regulation and governance and 
have made numerous significant contributions to 
environmental policy.

Professor Gunningham’s many achievements include co-
founding the “Australian Centre for Environmental law”, being a 
member of Australian Panel of Experts on Environmental Law, 
consulting for the Victorian Enquiry on the Environment 
Protection Authority and international organisations such as the 
OECD and the United Nations Environment Program.

Professor Sinclair is the Director of the Centre for Change 
Governance at the University of Canberra. He has served as a 
consultant to government and industry, producing many 
policy reports. During the United Nations International 
Framework Convention on Climate Change held in Geneva in 
1993 and 1994, he represented Australia and co-designed the 
self-regulatory and trading scheme to phase out the use of 
ozone-depleting gases, and from 1991–1996, he served as 
Assistant Director in the Sustainable Development Section  
at the Department of Industry, Science and Tourism, 
Commonwealth of Australia.

Read more here.

APRIL 2020

PhD scholar Binota Dhamai was appointed member of the 
Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(EMRIP) for 2020-2022.

The EMRIP, established in 2007, is one of the most important 
United Nations (UN) mechanisms dealing with the rights of 
Indigenous peoples around the world and has earned the 
respect of Indigenous peoples’ organisations, activists, civil 
society organisations, academic institutions and human rights 
advocates.

As one of just seven independent experts on the EMRIP, Mr 
Dhamai will provide advice directly to the Human Rights Council 
and assist Member States, upon request, in achieving the ends 
of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
through the promotion, protection and fulfilment of the rights of 
Indigenous peoples.

Read more here.

MAY 2020

Honorary Professor Terry Halliday was awarded the  
Harry J. Kalven, Jr. Award by the Law and Society 
Association for “empirical scholarship that has contributed 
most effectively to the advancement of research in law 
and society”.

Professor Halliday has contributed significantly to two areas of 
law and society scholarship namely the sociology of the legal 
profession and the field of law and globalization. Within the 
scope of the first area, his development (with Lucien Karpik) of 
the theory of “legal complex” has been particularly influential.

Professor Halliday has theorised and empirically studied law and 
globalization extensively having produced numerous scholarly 
works, including the ground-breaking study Bankrupt: Global 
Lawmaking and Systemic Financial Crisis (with Bruce 
Carruthers, Stanford University Press, 2009).

For his work, Professor Halliday has received numerous awards, 
including the Adam Podgerecki Prize for Career Achievement in 
the Sociology of Law and Sociolegal Scholarship (2013) and 
multiple prizes from the American Sociological Association and 
Asian Law and Society Association.

Read more here.

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/neil-gunningham
https://www.aelert.net/aelert-events/2020-aelert-conference
https://www.aelert.net/aelert-events/2020-aelert-conference
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/news/7776/professor-neil-gunningham-awarded-international-network-environmental
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/news/7780/phd-scholar-binota-dhamai-appointed-member-un%E2%80%99s-expert-mechanism-rights
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/news/7901/honorary-professor-terence-c-halliday-awarded-law-and-society-association
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JUNE 2020

Dr Imelda Deinla was listed in WorldRemit’s inaugural list of 
Influential Filipinos in the diaspora.

The inaugural List of Influential Filipinos in the Diaspora, was 
created in light of Philippine Independence Day—traditionally 
celebrated on 12 June—to honour Filipino migrants around the 
world, who have made significant contributions to their 
communities back home in a variety of fields including but not 
limited to philanthropy, business and academia.

Dr Imelda Deinla is the only academic awardee in the list and 
was chosen as one of most Influential Filipinos in the Diaspora 
for her dedication in translating her work on the socio-legal 
study of the rule of law in the Association of the Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) and the Philippines for policy audience and the 
broader public through engagement and advocacy.

Read more here.

AUGUST 2020

Professor Sharon Friel was appointed as one of the  
25 independent Commissioners of The Lancet’s new 
Commission on Gender & Global Health.

The Lancet’s new Commission on Gender and Global Health 
aims to address gender and global health inequalities, both of 
which have been exasperated by COVID-19. 

Set up to move beyond the evidence to catalyse action, this new 
commission will mobilise individuals and institutions to “redress 
imbalances in the gender- health relationship”, to produce “a 
politically informed, globally relevant, and intersectional feminist 
strategy for structural change in global health”. 

Read more here.

AUGUST 2020

Professor Veronica Taylor was appointed Director to the 
Board of ANU Enterprise.

ANU Enterprise works behind the scenes to maximise the impact 
of ANU research on the world. ANUE enables ANU researchers to 
generate and deliver consulting, contract research and executive 
education projects with industry and government, through 
providing business development and project management 
support services. Through its services ANU researchers are able 
to focus on their area of expertise and the delivery of societal 
impact—with the assurance that professional aspects of the 
project will be delivered to a high standard.

Read more here.

NOVEMBER 2020

Dr Narantuya (Nara) Ganbat, RegNet alumna, was 
appointed Commissioner to the Mongolian Human Rights 
Commission (MHRC).

Following a comprehensive selection process, Dr Ganbat was 
appointed as one of just five Commissioners tasked with the 
promotion and protection of human rights and freedoms 
in Mongolia. 

Dr Ganbat, who holds a PhD from RegNet, has worked in human 
rights policy and research, having gained extensive experience 
in international human rights treaties, which linguistically and 
conceptually, are perceived as the hardest to comprehend by 
Mongolian lawyers in Mongolia and has served in senior 
positions with the MHRC. More recently, she has been 
monitoring the implementation of seven human rights treaties in 
Mongolia in collaboration with the European External Action 
Service and an international consultancy firm based in Germany. 
She has also engaged in human rights projects with international 
and domestic organisations, involving international treaties.

Read more here.

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/news/7944/dr-imelda-deinla-listed-worldremit%E2%80%99s-inaugural-list-influential-filipinos
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/news/8000/professor-friel-appointed-commissioner-lancet%E2%80%99s-new-commission-gender-global
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/news/8029/professor-veronica-taylor-appointed-anu-enterprise-board-director
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/news/8149/regnet-alumna-appointed-human-rights-commissioner-mongolian-human-rights
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Introducing the new Master of 
Regulation and Governance

In late 2020, RegNet launched a new Masters degree. 
The Master of Regulation and Governance provides 
innovative research-led training and offers a broader 
range of subjects for those interested in studying 
regulation and governance.

MREGG & CREGO program 
convenor: Dr Aleksandar Deejay

Dr Aleksandar (Aleks) Deejay is a Research 
Fellow at RegNet whose work bridges social 
science, science and technology studies 
and governance. He received his PhD from 
The University of Melbourne in 2016 in social 
and political sciences, where his research 
examined social and political activism 
and visibility across digital platforms. His 
current research explores the implications 
of artificial intelligence for civil society and 
governance, futures-thinking in regulation 

and discourses mobilised around the use 
of technology and technological futures. 

From 2018-2019 Dr Deejay was a researcher 
and research coordinator for The Policy Lab at 
the University of Melbourne where he worked 
on several projects involving public sector 
innovation labs, including an evaluation of a 
world-first initiative on “innovation craft”. 

Prior to The Policy Lab, Aleks was a 
Lecturer in International Relations (IR) at 
Monash University, where his focus was on 
the development of the program’s active 
learning pedagogy and graduate student 
experiences. He has lectured units on 
technology and social change, international 
relations, gender studies and research 
methodologies in politics and IR. Before 
undertaking his doctoral studies, he was the 
program coordinator for the Global Summit 
of Women, where his main tasks included 
planning, coordinating, and documenting 
the Colloquium on Global Diversity and 
the annual Global Summit of Women.

The Master of Regulation and Governance 
(MREGG) is unique degree that equips 
students and their organisations to 
navigate environments where complexity, 
catastrophic risk, and transformative 
technologies are reshaping the ways 
in which we govern and regulate. 

Graduates from this program will be 
working in—or will join—government or 
private sector organisations charged with 
designing and applying regulatory policy 
solutions to pressing social problems, often 
in partnership with diverse stakeholders.

Core courses provide students with a solid 
foundation in the concepts, processes, 
institutions and practice of regulation and 
governance. Elective courses provide case-
studies, simulations and clinics in which to 
examine domains such as climate, crime, 
environment, health, Indigenous Australia, 
justice, safety, technology and urban design. 

All the courses are interactive and ask 
how regulation and governance is created 
and by whom—and for what purpose, with 
an emphasis on how to better anticipate 
catastrophe, manage risk and provide 
equitable social outcomes. It draws on the 
evidence-based research and the ‘big ideas’ 
in regulation and governance for which 
RegNet academics are world famous. 

MREGG students join an education program 
at RegNet that emphasizes interdisciplinary 
skills-building, our place in Asia and the 
Pacific, a stimulating curriculum, master 
classes with distinguished practitioners, global 
networks and multiple career pathways.

For more information about the program, visit:  
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/study/master-
regulation-and-governance 

Enquiries to: regnet.educations@anu.edu.au 

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/study/master-regulation-and-governance
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/study/master-regulation-and-governance
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/study/master-regulation-and-governance
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/aleksandar-deejay
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/study/master-regulation-and-governance
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/study/master-regulation-and-governance
mailto:regnet.educations@anu.edu.au
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Graduate Certificate of  
Regulation and Governance
The Graduate Certificate of Regulation 
and Governance (CREGO) is a unique 
degree that has been designed to equip 
regulators and professionals who work 
with regulatory stakeholders, with a better 
understanding and the tools necessary to 
better navigate new forms of complexity, 
risk and technology that are shaping 
the current regulatory environment.

The curriculum builds upon the foundations 
course that Professor Veronica Taylor, 
Professor Kathryn Henne and Emeritus 
Professor Neil Gunningham co-developed 
with the peak regulatory organisation in the 
Australian Capital Territory, Access Canberra, 
in 2019. It draws on the evidence-based 
research and the ‘big ideas’ in regulation 
for which RegNet is world famous. 

Courses in the Graduate Certificate use 
case studies, hands-on assessments 
and recognised examples of regulatory 
excellence from Australia, Europe, North 
America and Asia and the Pacific. 

Themes in the program include important 
concepts, such as regulatory complexity, 
risk assessment, responsiveness, 
contemporary regulatory concepts and 
instruments; the authorizing environment 
and working with stakeholders; compliance 
and enforcement; digital transformation and 
regulating after the COVID-19 pandemic.

In December 2020 RegNet was 
pleased to announce the graduation of 
members from its inaugural cohort.

WHAT OUR STUDENTS ARE SAYING: 

“I have really enjoyed studying the “Policy and Practice of Regulation” course of 
the Graduate Certificate of Regulation and Governance. 

I have found that this complements my professional experience, and I have found 
that I can directly apply what I have learnt at the ANU to my everyday practice.

The range of knowledgeable academic staff and the friendly and relaxed 
teaching style makes this course really accessible. I thoroughly recommend this 
course to anyone working in a regulatory field, or to those interested in pursuing 
a career in regulation.”

— Simon Grice, Director, Access Canberra 

“Studying the Graduate Certificate of Regulation and Governance with  
RegNet at ANU has added a new dimension to my regulatory practice and to 
that of my teams.

The course has enabled me to think about, communicate and implement 
strategic and evidence-based approaches to the whole regulatory framework 
that we are custodians of.

I walked out of the course with not only a sound grasp of regulatory history and 
theory but practical worked examples of how to turn that into real world 
regulation to solve real world problems.”

— Krystal Eppelstun-Lee, Director, Access Canberra,  
Construction, Utilities and Environmental Protection 

“Undertaking the Graduate Certificate of Regulation and Governance was a 
real “aha!” moment in life, professionally and personally.

The highly knowledgeable and approachable lecturers together with the 
well-considered content has elevated my knowledge of what it is to influence 
behaviours in a contemporary and positive way, convert policy maker’s intent 
into meaningful actions, progress issues collectively and get breakthroughs to 
some difficult problems. 

As a senior executive in the public service, I thought I was travelling fine in my 
regulation and governance endeavours until this course. Never have I seen the 
gap between learning and practical application so narrow. 

I recommend the Graduate Certificate of Regulation and Governance whenever 
I can to colleagues.”

— Steven Karras, Senior Executive 

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/study/graduate-certificate-regulation-and-governance
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/study/graduate-certificate-regulation-and-governance
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/study/graduate-certificate-regulation-and-governance
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/study/graduate-certificate-regulation-and-governance
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Q&A with Master’s student  
Franz Carneiro Alphonso

Franz’s interdisciplinary journey has brought him to RegNet 
where he is a 2nd year master’s student. 

Why ANU? 

ANU for a multitude of reasons. It’s one 
of the top ranked universities in the world 
with a stellar international reputation. 
Additionally, RegNet and the Criminology, 
Justice and Regulation program offered 
just the right mix of disciplines to pique my 
interest, with its unique interdisciplinary 
perspectives. Finally, we live in Canberra, so 
it’s a hop skip and a jump away to study it. 

Why did you choose to pursue criminology 
at a postgraduate level? 

My fascination with Criminology started 
when I was nine when my parents gifted 
me a Sherlock Holmes book along with 
a thesaurus—my family includes prolific 
readers! I was fascinated with the idea 
of crime and crime detection, but for 
various reasons I pursued a Bachelor’s 
degree in Microbiology and Biochemistry 
and then an MBA in Marketing with a 
specialisation in Finance. After completing 
my studies, I worked for as a consultant 
for pharmaceuticals and FMCGs. We 
decided to move to Australia, and this 
afforded me the opportunity to start anew. 
I come to this degree with a completely 
different background than some of my 
peers and with a different perspective. 

What are some of the highlights of 
studying at RegNet?

I have enjoyed the thought-provoking 
discussions with the multi-disciplinary 
generalists that I have encountered at 
RegNet, almost everyone has their own 
particular areas of interest, and the 
overlaps are fascinating. I also think that 
with RegNet being a small cohort, it is 
community oriented and research focused.  

How do you think your degree will benefit 
you professionally?

Professionally I hope to be able to be of 
service in some way and to contribute to 
the overall body of knowledge and impact 
some changes along the way. This is 
a vocational career change for me. 

How did you get involved in the 
JusTech team? 

I was part of a reading group that 
Professor Kate Henne, Jenna Harb 
and Kristy Anantharajah started, 
which discussed surveillance, artificial 
intelligence, technoscience and data 
governance among other things. The core 
principle behind the JusTech lab group 
is something that I keenly ascribe to, and 
I am thus glad to be part of the team.

What is your role on the team? 

I am currently a research officer for 
JusTech, working on a project titled, 
“Sociotechnical navigation and problem 
solving amidst the COVID-19 pandemic” 

How has this affected your student 
experience?

It has broadened my horizon by giving me 
access to new areas of interlinking interest. 
As a student you’re basically feeling out 
where your interests lie. Being a part of 
the reading group and the lab has given 
me a lot more to think about in terms of 
my perception, knowledge and roles.

What are your plans after completing 
your degree?

I aim to use my work and life experience 
in a way that will allow me to make a 
difference. Luckily for me, I have the facility 
to make a late career change because of 
an extremely supportive wife. A PhD could 
very likely be on the cards, perhaps some 
work in a related field on the ground.

What advice would you give someone 
interested in studying the master’s degree 
at RegNet?

Talk to everyone: reach out to people. 
People are friendly and welcoming and 
willing to help out. The new Master’s degree 
in Regulation and Governance will open a 
whole new world of academic insights for 
you—a perfect ‘the more you know, the more 
you realise how little you know’ scenario.

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/research-projects/details/7961/sociotechnical-navigation-and-problem-solving-amidst-covid
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/research-projects/details/7961/sociotechnical-navigation-and-problem-solving-amidst-covid
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Security without weapons

PhD scholar Felicity Gray talks about her work  
on peace and nonviolence

Globally the notion that the protection 
of civilians requires military force is still 
widely accepted and practiced. PhD 
scholar Felicity Gray challenges that notion 
through her research, which explores the 
possibilities and limitations of nonviolent 
alternatives for protecting civilians.

“The focus on force means that 
conversations around how best to 
respond to threats to civilian populations 
are narrowed,” Felicity explained.

“This has resulted in comparatively minimal 
investments being made in understanding 
other approaches to protecting civilians 
from violence, particularly those that 
deliberately eschew force, and which 
are predicated on nonviolence.

“My research therefore focuses on how 
unarmed civilian protection—a form 
of nonviolent practice for protecting 
civilians in armed conflict – works.”

But how can you protect people without 
a gun? To answer this question, Felicity 
spent 18 months interviewing protection 
personnel, and conducting research in 
conflict zones, observing how unarmed 
civilian protection groups actually operate.

“My field work entailed interviewing key 
people and observing unarmed civilian 
protection in action in places like Myanmar 
and South Sudan” she explained.

“South Sudan is a central case in my thesis, 
and I spent three months there shadowing 
unarmed civilian protection teams who 
work in the context of the civil war, learning 
about the work they do and the challenges 
they face in such a volatile context.”

Over the course of that time, Felicity 
has conducted 140 interviews and 
collated over 200,000 words of field 
notes. This process has not come without 
its own unique set of challenges.

About the Author

Felicity Gray joined RegNet in 2017 to examine 
how nonviolent practices contribute to the 
protection of civilians in situations of violent 
conflict. The project explores the possibilities 
and limitations of alternative forms of 
nonviolent practice that are being used to 
protect civilians, with a particular focus on 
‘unarmed civilian protection’ methodologies. 
She has a particular interest in the role 
this plays in the conflict in South Sudan.

Felicity Gray’s professional career started 
in politics where she worked for four 
years. She worked her way up to a senior 
adviser position, focusing on parliamentary 
business and foreign affairs policy, while 
working full time she completed a Masters 
in humanitarian action at the ANU.

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/phd-students/felicity-gray
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/phd-students/felicity-gray
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/phd-students/felicity-gray
https://programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/2016/specialisation/HUAC-SPEC
https://programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/2016/specialisation/HUAC-SPEC
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“Access to conflict affected locations 
can be a challenge. For good reasons, it 
can be difficult to get to and conduct 
research in places like Northern Shan 
State in Myanmar, or South Sudan.

“These can be challenging and insecure 
contexts, and you have to make sure that 
the people associated with your research, 
and yourself as a researcher, are aware 
of those risks and are carefully thinking 
through strategies to manage it.”

Felicity said that her relationships at 
RegNet and in the locations where she 
conducted her field work, played a critical 
role in managing the difficulties she 
encountered throughout the process.

“My field work in Myanmar and South 
Sudan would not have been possible 
without building strong relationships 
with people in these locations.

“I really relied on having strong relationships 
with key people and organisations, 
especially the International NGO Nonviolent 
Peaceforce, who were generous with 
logistical support for the project.

“Once in these locations, my relationships with 
respondents were critical to understanding 
the context that I was working in and 
managing security concerns, as well as 
gaining access to other community members.

“Over time I also became friends with many 
of the people I worked with, and I learned 
a lot from conversations over dinner or on 
long drives on difficult roads to more remote 
communities. A big highlight of my PhD 
research has been making these connections 
with people and listening and learning about 
the challenging work they do. I don’t think 
I’ve ever had a period in my life where I’ve 
been able to connect with so many clever, 
hard-working, generous individuals.”

“From the outset my supervisor John 
Braithwaite, has also been incredibly 
supportive of the research, a fountain 
of tactical hints about how to approach 
different research respondents, how to 
be discerning about what they share with 
you, and how to navigate challenging 
research experiences in the field.

“He (and Valerie Braithwaite, they tend to come 
as a pair) have also been a source of support 
to me in difficult personal circumstances, 
for which I am very grateful. That’s not to 
say that John and I don’t butt heads—we 
are both quite strong willed and there 
have been some spicy theoretical debates 
recently! But these debates push me to be a 
better scholar, and I am always grateful that 
John invests so much time and effort into 
ensuring my work is as incisive as possible.”

“RegNet is a great place to be a PhD 
student,” Felicity concluded.

“My political commitments were an important 
part of why I chose to study at RegNet. 
The school is explicitly committed to 
principles of social justice, sustainability 
and human wellbeing. It was very important 
to me to be in an environment where 
those values are taken seriously, and 
where my colleagues see their work as an 
opportunity to have a positive impact.

Having returned to Australia, Felicity will 
start the next part of her research.

“Now, I’m beginning to dip my toes 
into data analysis and writing—a 
daunting task, given the volume.

“After I’ve completed my dissertation, I’d like 
to be able to take the research and share it 
with the individuals and communities that 
generously shared their expertise. Hopefully, 
this work will generate some insights that 
can make their work even stronger.”

From top:  1. Juba Protection of Civilians site. Image by Felicity Gray.  
 2.  Women’s Protection Team conducting unarmed patrols and interventions to protect 

themselves and their neighbours in Unity State, South Sudan. Image by Felicity Gray.

https://www.nonviolentpeaceforce.org/
https://www.nonviolentpeaceforce.org/
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/john-braithwaite
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/john-braithwaite
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/valerie-braithwaite
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Walled landscapes: Legal 
discourse and the construction 
of physical partitions

For millennia nations across the world have erected border walls 
and fences. With these physical divides, states have sought to 
fortify their defences, signal power, and delineate borders. They 
have sought to control illegal immigration, prevent crime and in 
some cases shun disease. However, as nations around the world 
seek to increase their fortification on land, in the sea and even 
‘virtually’, they may also be exacerbating some of the problems 
from which they seek to defend themselves.

Border walls have been a central issue in the 
United States, especially since 2015 when 
then Republican Presidential candidate 
Donald Trump made the building of the “big, 
beautiful” wall at the US-Mexico border a 
signature promise of his administration. 

According to Dr Marie-Eve Loiselle, 
who recently completed her PhD thesis 

‘Walled Landscapes: Legal Discourse and the 
Construction of Physical Partitions’, at RegNet, 
the idea of constructing physical partitions 
along the US-Mexico border is far from novel. 
Rather, the legal debates that led to the 
authorisation of the border fences, as well 
as disparaging US narratives about Mexico 
invariably used to justify their construction, 
date back to first half of the 20th century.   »

About the Author

Marie-Eve Loiselle is a Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) 
Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of Toronto, 
where she is also coordinator of the R.F Harney 
Program in Ethnic, Immigration and Pluralism 
Studies. Her research focuses on the critical 
legal analysis of the role of technologies and 
discourses in the governance of the movement 
of people across state borders. As a SSHRC 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Marie-Eve 
studies the legal and normative consequences 

of the use of biometric technologies by 
UNHCR for the identification of refugees and 
the provision of humanitarian aid. She has 
held research fellowships at the Max Planck 
Institute for the Study of Religious and Ethnic 
Diversity (Germany) and the University of New 
South Wales (Australia). She received her 
PhD from the Australian National University, 
and her LL.B. from the University of Montreal. 
Marie-Eve is a member of the Quebec Bar.

“There is no doubt that my degree was crucial 
in obtaining a postdoctoral fellowship with 
the Max Planck Institute. At the personal 
level, it gave me confidence in my ability to 
conduct research at the postgraduate level”.

Dr Marie-Eve Loiselle

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/alumni/marie-eve-loiselle
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/alumni/marie-eve-loiselle
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“My research looks at the role law played in 
the construction of the US-Mexico border wall. 
Very few scholars have studied this border 
from a socio-legal perspective, except with 
regards to the impact of waivers issued for its 
construction on environmental law”, explained 
Dr Loiselle who completed her thesis under the 
supervision of Professor Hilary Charlesworth. 

“I was so surprised to find out that there had 
been plans to build fences between the United 
States and Mexico in the first half of the 20th 
century. That motivated me to dig further into 
this history,” she said.

“In my thesis, I analyse two episodes of 
wall-building in American history: the first 
surrounding the adoption of the Act of August 
19, 1935, and the second, the adoption of the 
Secure Fence Act of 2006, both authorising the 
erection of a fence at the US-Mexico border.”

“For each period, I investigate how legislative 
debates and legal texts authorising the 
erection of walls represented the Mexican 
neighbour. Then, I consider how the materiality 
of the walled border landscape operates to 
transmit legal knowledge about the border 
and national identities.”

While each legislative moment is defined by its 
own unique set of events, Dr Loiselle identified 
‘structural connections’ in both.

“In both periods, state law and associated legal 
processes provided sites for deploying both 
oral and textual narratives that featured the 
southern neighbour as an inferior and often 
threatening ‘other’,  in opposition to an idealised 
self-defined American identity,” she said.

“The erection of hundreds of miles of walls 
under the authority of the Secure Act engraved 
an “us” versus “them” discourse onto the 
border landscape,” wrote Dr Loiselle in a recent 
article following the completion of her PhD. 

Dr Loiselle first became interested in the issue 
of physical partition in 2013, while assisting a 
conference on Palestine. During the event, a 
photojournalist talked about how states built 
border walls to prevent certain groups of 
people from entering their territory. Dr Loiselle 
said she felt shocked by the number of such 
walls being constructed. 

“For the past 20 years, states have been 
erecting walls at their borders at a pace 
unmatched in history. Today, over 65 walls 
stand between states, marking cultural, 
religious, ideological, or economic differences.”

“As the walls grow longer and sturdier, 
division is learned and becomes normal. 
The risk is that it becomes impossible to 
imagine a space undivided.”

Recent RegNet Alumni

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY, PROGRAM IN REGULATION AND GOVERNANCE

 Thesis title:

Meredith Edelman  Judging the Church: Legal Systems and Accountability 
for Clerical Sexual Abuse of Children

Marie-Eve Loiselle Walled Landscapes: Legal Discourse and 
the Construction of Physical Partitions

Ryan Wong The Quiet Revolution: Policy Integration in National 
Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals

MASTER OF CRIMINOLOGY, JUSTICE AND REGULATION*

Adjani Aqirana

Paul Hansen

Frederick Loughman

Merran McAlister

Ceara McGown

Herru Riskie

Henry Sims

Jorge Daza 

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE OF REGULATION AND GOVERNANCE

Steven Karras

Gerard Hodshon

Jessica Van Zwam

* The Master of Criminology, Justice and Regulation continues to be delivered, with new 
cohorts being enrolled in the Master of Regulation and Governance—a degree that offers 
a broader range of subjects for those interested in studying regulation and governance.

© istockphoto.com. The United States Mexico International Border Wall Near El Paso Texas and Juarez Chihuahua
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http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/hilary-charlesworth
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1743872120987010#articleCitationDownloadContainer
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1743872120987010#articleCitationDownloadContainer
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RegNet in the time of  
the COVID19 pandemic

The COVID-19 pandemic has created the largest health crisis 
in recent history. Over a period of a few months, the pandemic 
spread around the globe causing an unprecedented shift in our 
way of life and major economic and social disruption. RegNet 
scholars, working at the forefront of COVID-19 research in 
Australia, have contributed widely to the pandemic response in 
varying ways and have provided new perspectives on the future 
of the post-pandemic world. Below we present a small portion of 
RegNet’s wide-ranging and public-facing work over the past year.

Australian COVID-19 Response

To assist with the COVID-19 response, the 
Australian Government put together a team 
of expert clinicians with a wide range of 
experience. Among them was  
Dr Nick Coatsworth, a RegNet PhD 
scholar who helped effectively manage the 
unprecedented health challenge caused by 
the pandemic through his role as Deputy 
Chief Medical Officer at the Australian 
Government’s Department of Health.

About 

Dr Nick Coatsworth, Deputy CMO 
is a respiratory and infectious 
diseases specialist.

He has extensive experience in health 
emergencies and epidemics around 
the world, including leading Australian 
Medical Assistance Teams and 
working in Congo, Chad and Sudan 
with Médecins Sans Frontières.

Dr Coatsworth is currently serving as 
executive director of medical services for 
Canberra Health Services and continues 
to provide advice to the department in the 
COVID-19 response. He is also part way 
through his doctoral thesis, which focuses 
on understanding the Australian foreign 
policy response to global health events, 
including the COVID-19 pandemic.

Group of Eight (Go8) COVID-19 Roadmap 
to Recovery Report 

Dr Emma Aisbett, Emeritus Professor 
Jon Altham and Dr Ashley Schram were 
among the group of over one hundred 
researchers from Australia’s leading 
universities brought together to tackle one 
of the most pressing questions of our time: 
how can society recover from COVID-19?

Compiled throughout April 2020, the 
Group of Eight (Go8) COVID-19 Roadmap 
to Recovery Report synthesised the latest 
available evidence on response options and 
requirements for successful societal recovery.

The report has been shared with the Federal, 
State and Territory Governments with the 
aim of helping policymakers plot the best 
path forward for the Australian community.

About

Dr Emma Aisbett

Fellow at RegNet and Associate Director of Research for the 
ANU Grand Challenge, Zero-carbon energy for the Asia Pacific

Contributed to the Group of Eight COVID19 
Research Reform Taskforce

Emeritus Professor Jon Altman

Foundation Director of the ANU Centre for Aboriginal Economic 
Policy Research (CAEPR) and Honorary Professor at RegNet

Contributed to Group of Eight (Go8) COVID-19  
Roadmap to Recovery Report 

Dr Ashley Schram

Braithwaite Fellow and Deputy Director of the Menzies 
Centre for Health Governance at RegNet

Contributed to Group of Eight (Go8) COVID-19 
Roadmap to Recovery Report

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/phd-students/nicholas-coatsworth
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/phd-students/nicholas-coatsworth
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/emma-aisbett
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/jon-altman
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/jon-altman
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/ashley-schram
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/emma-aisbett
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/jon-altman
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/ashley-schram
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Menzies Centre for Health Governance  
research report: ‘Australian COVID-19 
policy responses: Good for health equity 
or a missed opportunity?’

The Menzies Centre for Health Governance 
at RegNet produced a report that examined 
the health equity implications of the 156 
policy measures that were introduced by 
the Australian Federal and State/Territory 
governments in response to the pandemic.

The ‘Australian COVID-19 policy responses: 
Good for health equity or a missed 
opportunity?’ report was authored by 
Menzies Centre for Health Governance 
experts, namely Professor Sharon Friel, 
Sharni Goldman, Belinda Townsend, and 
Ashley Schram. They collated the social 
and economic policy measures introduced 
between 12 March and 16 June, assessing 
the health equity impacts of these across 
eight key social determinants of health equity 
including employment, income, cost of living, 
education, housing, infrastructure, community, 
legal and social services, and health care. 

According to the authors, many of the 
temporary measures introduced such as 
free childcare, increases to income support 
payments, and additional funding for aged 
care and disability and family services could 
go a long way to keeping people well and 
reducing health inequities if they were to 
become permanent. The challenge for 2021 
is for government and non-government 
organisations to prioritise social investment 
as a pathway for societal recovery. 

Despite a number of positive in-the-short-
term measures, the report revealed a policy 
response that maintained the status-quo. 
Missed was the chance to take action on the 
structural drivers of health inequity—inequities 
in power, money and resources—that 
structure the conditions of people’s lives. 

The long tail of the pandemic means there 
is still an opportunity to use this unfortunate 
event to drive positive social change. The 
report’s take home message is that good 
social and environmental policy, supported 
by a whole of Government national health 
equity strategy, can and must be the bedrock 
upon which Australia ‘builds back better’ from 
COVID-19 in the short, medium and long term.

The ‘Australian COVID-19 policy 
responses: Good for health equity or 
a missed opportunity?’ report was 
published on 27 August 2019. Overall 
the report reached an audience of 
over 3.4 million people generating 
more than 90 media items. The report 
and its implications were covered 
widely in the media including ABC 
radio, Women’s Agenda, The Guardian 
and The Canberra Times. Several 
non-government organisations and 
government agencies in Australia and 
internationally have used the report, 
including Anglicare, VicHealth, the 
Institute for Public Health in Ireland, 
the World Health Organization in 
Geneva, the Thai Ministry of Public 
Health, and the Global Network 
for Health in All Policies. 

About

Professor Sharon Friel is the Director of the Menzies Centre for Health 
Governance at RegNet and former Director of the School (2014-2019). 

A Fellow of the Australian Academy of Social Sciences, she 
is considered one of the foremost researchers internationally 
in the social determinants of health, and was nominated 
in 2014 by her international peers as one of the world’s 
most influential female leaders in global health.

Sharon’s interests are in the governance and regulatory processes 
related to the structural factors affecting health inequities, including 
trade and investment; urbanisation; food systems and climate change.

Dr Belinda Townsend is Deputy Director of the Menzies 
Centre for Health Governance and Fellow at RegNet. 

Belinda is an interdisciplinary scholar working at the interface 
between public health, governance, and political economy and is 
an emerging expert in the field of public health political science. 

She has published in the top-ranked international journals in  
her field, including Critical Public Health, Nature Food, Social 
Science and Medicine, Globalization and Health, Public Health 
Nutrition and Health Promotion International, authoring or  
co-authoring more than 27 journal articles, 3 book chapters, 
and 36 reports, conference papers and opinion pieces.

Dr Ashley Schram is a Braithwaite Fellow and Deputy Director of 
the Menzies Centre for Health Governance and Fellow at RegNet.

Currently an investigator on several projects, her program of 
research addresses the regulation and governance of the social, 
structural and political determinants of health and inequities. 

Ashley is an author on 35+ peer-reviewed journal articles and book 
chapters. She previously worked in the Office of International Affairs 
for the Health Portfolio providing research, analysis, and advice 
for the Government of Canada on matters related to international 
trade and investment policy and domestic health regulation.

Sharni Goldman is a social science PhD scholar at the ANU. 

She is interested in questions of how decarbonisation can be 
underpinned by justice and social equity, exploring this in her 
PhD research through a focus on coal community agency in 
the energy transition governance context in Australia. 

Sharni is a part-time Research Officer with the Menzies  
Centre for Health Governance at RegNet where she works 
on regulatory and governance research in the social, 
ecological and commercial determinants of health.

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/centres/menzies-centre-health-governance
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/uploads/2020-08/2020%2008%2021%20MCHG-COVID19PoliciesHealthE.pdf
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/uploads/2020-08/2020%2008%2021%20MCHG-COVID19PoliciesHealthE.pdf
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/sites/default/files/uploads/2020-08/2020%2008%2021%20MCHG-COVID19PoliciesHealthE.pdf
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/sharon-friel
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/centres/menzies-centre-health-governance
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/belinda-townsend
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/ashley-schram
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/sharon-friel
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/belinda-townsend
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/ashley-schram
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/centres/menzies-centre-health-governance
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Profiting from the pandemic: 
Fake vaccines and PPE flood the dark web

Vendors on the dark web are selling 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and 
drugs marketed as coronavirus vaccines 
or cures at high cost, according to an 
important study from RegNet researchers.

Commissioned by the Australian Institute 
of Criminology, Emeritus Professor Rod 
Broadhurst, Matt Ball and Jessie Jiang from 
the ANU Cybercrime Observatory analysed 20 
darknet markets in April to identify the scale 
of online underground sales of COVID-19 
related products including PPE, vaccines, 
ventilators, anti-viral medicines and test kits.

“For some people out there, this pandemic 
is a criminal opportunity where they can 
cash in on fear and shortages. We think 
we will see more of that and we need 
some basic monitoring to start shutting 
it down,” said Professor Broadhurst.

“We found unsafe vaccines, repurposed 
antivirals—which are in very short supply—
and quite a lot of bulk PPE on the dark web.

“The biosecurity hazardous products are 
the most dangerous because some are 
marketed as if they have been leaked from 
real trials. But, they could be fake and we 
don’t know what they are made from.”

The study found 12 markets posting 
COVID-19 products with three markets 
accounting for 85 per cent of all 645 listings.  

Of all the listings, almost half (44.6 per cent) 
were PPE items such as surgical masks—
often in bulk quantities—and a third were 
anti-viral or repurposed medicines.

Drugs promoted as ‘vaccines’ accounted 
for nearly 10 per cent of the listings and 
were among the most expensive—along 
with full PPE gear and thermo-scanners.

“We really need to shut down underground 
sales of vaccines and experimental drugs 
because there are a lot of nasty side 
effects,” said Professor Broadhurst.

“Apart from likely fraud, details about the 
origin or composition of vaccines were 
sparse. These products may have been 
diverted from animal or human trials, or even 
sourced from recovered COVID-19 patients.”

The most expensive vaccine was listed at 
$24,598—shipped from the USA—with the 
average cost of a vaccine around $575. 
Vaccines allegedly sourced from China were 
costly, fetching up to more than $23,000.

Professor Broadhurst said there 
are immediate health concerns for 
unapproved or fake vaccines being 
up for grabs on the black market.

“Fake vaccines could assist in the spread 
of the virus because users may behave as if 
they are immune but nevertheless become 
exposed to the coronavirus,” he said.

“The premature release of vaccines 
undergoing animal or human trial would 
also misguide users as to immunity 
but may also impact on the success 
of these crucial clinical trials.”

Dr Rick Brown, the Deputy Director of the 
Australian Institute of Criminology, said the 
results will help inform the government’s 
response to people trying to profit from the 
sale of medical supplies during a pandemic.

“The sale of fake vaccines and other 
compromised medical items poses a real 
risk to the health and safety of the public 
and needs to be dealt with swiftly. These 
results will assist our law enforcement 
partners in tackling this concerning issue.”

Read the full report entitled ‘Availability 
of COVID-19 related products on 
Tor darknet markets’ here.

The ‘Availability of COVID-19 related 
products on Tor darknet markets’ report 
was published on 30 April 2020. Overall 
the report reached a whopping 5.6 
million people setting the news agenda 
for the day. It was the lead story on 
ABC News and stayed in the top stores 
for most of the day across platforms 
and in a wide variety of outlets—with a 
massive 679 items in one day. Emeritus 
Professor Roderic Broadhurst was 
interviewed on Radio National’s ABC 
News Breakfast, Radio National’s 
AM show, SBS, The Guardian, Nine 
News, Seven News and Ten News. 
His research was reported widely and 
also featured in News.com.au, The 
Herald Sun, 3AW, 2GB, Daily Mail, A 
Current Affair and The Australian.

About

Roderic Broadhurst is an Emeritus Professor at RegNet. He has held 
many notable positions including: Deputy Director of the Australian 
Research Council Centre of Excellence in Policing and Security, Fellow 
Korean Institute of Criminology (2016-2019), Honorary Professor 
at Griffith University (2008-2010) and the University of Hong Kong 
(2005-2009), Secretary and Chair of the Hong Kong Criminology 
Society (1998-2006) and founding fellow of the Hong Kong Centre 
for Criminology (1998) and founding editor of the Asian Journal of 
Criminology (2005). His career as a criminal justice practitioner and 
researcher spans over 45 years and has included work in prisons, 
remote area public health, organized crime, homicide investigation 
and cybercrime. He directs the ANU Cybercrime Observatory.Photo by engin akyurt on Unsplash.

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/roderic-broadhurst
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/roderic-broadhurst
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/matthew-ball
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/research/centres/cybercrime-observatory
https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/sb/sb24
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/our-people/academic/roderic-broadhurst
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Conversations 2020:  
Critical junctures: Reimagining 
regulatory governance

In a period of months, political and economic institutions across 
the world were thrown into crisis by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Leaders found themselves confronted by a series of critical 
junctures—that is, moments of social change and decision-
making that carry wide-ranging and long-lasting consequences 
for the basic structure of our societies. The 2020 Conversations 
series aimed to shed light on how processes of societal change 
that preceded the COVID-19 pandemic took on new significance 
in this historical moment.

In three separate panel events, leading 
experts from across the social sciences 
considered questions around the explosion 
and regulation of private data, the 
prospects for health equity in the wake 

of pandemic and the centrality of giant 
corporations across domains of politics 
and science. A final panel considered how 
interdisciplinary social sciences can aid 
in grappling with complex problems.

WEBINAR 2—VIRUS

The pandemic response presented a 
critical juncture for health that could 
lead to a prioritisation for people’s 
health and wellbeing through social 
change and reform, or a re-embedding 
of the status quo. This panel explored 
these themes surrounding regulation 
and governance for health.

Audio recording available here.

• Dr Nick Coatsworth 
(RegNet, ANU)

• Dr Bel Townsend 
(RegNet, ANU)

• Associate Professor Emeritus,  
David Legge (La Trobe University)

• Chair: Dr Yandisa Ngqangashe 
(RegNet, ANU)

WEBINAR 3—CORPORATIONS

This panel focused on the impacts of 
COVID on the economy and how this 
juncture presents an opportunity to 
reconsider the relations linking states, 
markets, and civil society. Speakers 
analysed how new business practices and 
forms of corporate political activity give rise 
to new approaches to business regulation.

Audio recording available here.

• Emeritus Professor Peter Drahos  
(RegNet, ANU)

• Dr Jensen Sass  
(RegNet, ANU)

• Professor Stephen Bell 
(University of Queensland)

• Chair: Professor Susan Sell 
(RegNet, ANU)

WEBINAR 4—COMPLEXITY

This panel focused on the 
interconnectedness of the 21st 
century problems, and how this affects 
their solution. Speakers talked about 
types of adaptive governance approaches 
that might guide our attempts to 
intervene in different systems, including 
complex and chaotic ones, as well as the 
importance of incorporating other ways 
of thinking, like Indigenous knowledge, 
as a way of offering a holistic and 
relational approach to these issues.

Audio recording available here.

• Professor Anthea Roberts  
(RegNet, ANU)

• Professor Gabriele Bammer 
(Research School of 
Population Health, ANU)

• Dr Virginia Marshall 
(RegNet and Fenner School of 
Environment and Society, ANU)

• Chair: Associate Professor 
Miranda Forsyth 
(RegNet, ANU)

WEBINAR 1—DATA 

This panel brought together experts who 
have studied disruptive technologies, 
internet governance and surveillance, 
with the aim of analysing the implications 
of interconnected trends of digitised 
innovation and social control, particularly 
as they manifest against the backdrop of 
inequalities exacerbated by the pandemic. 

Audio recording available here.

• Associate Professor Julia Powles 
(University of Western Australia)

• Assistant Professor Natasha Tusikov 
(York University) 

• PhD Candidate Jenna Imad Harb 
(RegNet, ANU)

• Chair: Professor Kate Henne  
(RegNet, ANU)

http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/audio/8098/2020-conversations-critical-junctures-reimagining-regulatory
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/audio/8119/2020-conversations-critical-junctures-reimagining-regulatory
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/audio/8122/2020-conversations-critical-junctures-reimagining-regulatory
http://regnet.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/audio/8097/2020-conversations-critical-junctures-reimagining-regulatory
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This volume introduces readers to regulatory 
theory. Aimed at practitioners, postgraduate 
students and those interested in regulation as 
a cross-cutting theme in the social sciences, 
Regulatory Theory includes chapters on the 
social-psychological foundations of regulation 
as well as theories of regulation such as 
responsive regulation, smart regulation 
and nodal governance. It explores the key 
themes of compliance, legal pluralism, meta-
regulation, the rule of law, risk, accountability, 
globalisation and regulatory capitalism. The 
environment, crime, health, human rights, 
investment, migration and tax are among the 

fields of regulation considered in this ground-
breaking book. Each chapter introduces 
the reader to key concepts and ideas and 
contains suggestions for further reading. The 
contributors, who either are or have been 
connected to the Regulatory Institutions 
Network (RegNet) or the School of Regulation 
and Global Governance, as it is now known, 
at The Australian National University, include 
John Braithwaite, Valerie Braithwaite, Peter 
Grabosky, Neil Gunningham, Fiona Haines, 
Terry Halliday, David Levi-Faur, Christine 
Parker, Colin Scott and Clifford Shearing.

Regulatory Theory Foundations 
and Applications
Edited by: Peter Drahos

Available for download and 
purchase at press.anu.edu.au
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