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M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R

Welcome to the School of Regulation and Global Governance (RegNet). 

The shifting political and economic sands that prevail throughout the world provide an important 
window of opportunity to collectively change the status quo towards a society where communities 
are able to live with dignity, in good health and in balance with nature. Rebalancing the global system 
depends on a collective vision, the agency of concerned citizens, and the ability to reimagine the use 
of regulatory powers. In a hyper-connected world, there are many partners who can work together 
to create hope and change; this is what we care about at RegNet. We are a group of scholars and 
practitioners united by our concerns for social justice, environmental sustainability and human 
wellbeing through questions of regulation and governance. We come from many disciplines including 
anthropology, criminology, international relations, law, political science, psychology, public health, 
public policy, and sociology. Researching or studying at RegNet is an opportunity to think big, ask 
important social questions, broaden horizons and make connections. 

2018 was another successful year for RegNet. We won four highly competitive Australian Research 
Council (ARC) grants and two grants from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), 
amongst other awards. Three of our PhD students were awarded Australian Government Endeavour 
scholarships to enrich their research by spending time at an acclaimed university overseas. 

Fourteen of RegNet’s existing projects are supported through funding from the Australian Research 
Council and the National Health and Medical Research Council. This year also saw the continuation 
of our exciting collaborative projects with DFAT on law and justice in the Philippines, and overcoming 
sorcery accusation related violence in Papua New Guinea. We also commenced a new project with 
DFAT on negotiating and reforming investment treaties in the Asia Pacific region. We always welcome 
new opportunities to collaborate with government, business and non-governmental organisations – 
please do get in touch.
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This year we went through an intense and thorough review process with an external panel of high 
ranking academics. The process was important for us as a school to identify and celebrate our many 
strengths as well as areas for improvement and new opportunities. We were extremely proud to 
receive a glowing review from the panel which highlighted our interdisciplinarity, collegiality and the 
quality and impactfulness of our collective work.

Another exciting activity during the year was the showcasing of our interdisciplinary outlook with 
our popular weekly seminar series, and particularly with our flagship Conversations series this year, 
Disruptions: Regulation & Governance. The series brought together researchers and practitioners to 
explore this theme of disruption and reflect on a range of contemporary regulatory and governance 
approaches dealing with health equity and public policy, energy policy, capitalism and institutions, 
and technology and trade in Asia and the Pacific.

In 2018 we launched our two new postgraduate programs: the Master of Criminology, Justice and 
Regulation and the Master of Public Policy in Regulation, both of which are taught in collaboration 
with experts from across ANU. RegNet’s long-running PhD program has continued to be hugely 
successful having generated many accomplished academics and practitioners. We celebrated five 
PhD graduands this year all of whom joined us from countries outside Australia.

People come from all over the world to study and undertake research at RegNet. Our students will 
benefit from exposure to our many visiting scholars from renowned universities, and from visiting 
practitioners working in key government agencies, NGOs and civil society groups in Australia and the 
Asia Pacific region.

Our 2018 Annual Report takes a quick tour through the enormous contributions our staff and students 
have made to the public debate around key policy and regulatory issues here in Australia, the Asia 
Pacific region and elsewhere.

Thank you for your ongoing interest in the work of RegNet. 

Professor Sharon Friel
Director, School of Regulation and Global Governance (RegNet)
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Climate, energy and the environment

This cluster has four broad regulatory and governance research themes: 1) identifying obstacles and 
options for effective energy governance, including credible networked governance strategies through 
which key state and non-state actors might achieve a transition to a low carbon economy; 2) analysing 
state and private governance mechanisms for mitigating climate change including the role of transnational 
activist networks, norm entrepreneurs and market and investor-targeted strategies; 3) examining the 
opportunities and constraints of the green economy in transforming infrastructure and urban development 
and reducing their negative impact on the environment; and 4) exploring creative regulatory solutions to 
transnational environmental problems such as threats to biodiversity.

Law, justice and human rights
 

RegNet is one of world’s leading centres for socio-legal research. This cluster aims to lead the development 
of transformative ideas in the fields of criminology and restorative justice; human rights and international 
law; legal pluralism; peacebuilding; the regulatory dimensions of international and domestic law; and 
rule of law. Our work is interdisciplinary and our new theoretical insights are empirically grounded, with a 
particular emphasis on Asia and the Pacific, the Middle East, and Australia. We share a concern for social 
equity and advancing sound policy proposals for socio-legal change. 

A B O U T  R E G N E T

The School of Regulation and Global Governance (RegNet) undertakes interdisciplinary research 
and education in governance and regulation associated with major social, health and environmental 
issues. Our work is based on principles of social justice, sustainability and human wellbeing.  
We test and develop theory, provide rigorous qualitative and quantitative empirical evidence on 
important issues, and proactively engage in the public and policy debates in Australia, in the Asia 
Pacific region and internationally. 

 We currently work in the following thematic areas: 
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Society, safety and health

This cluster has five research themes: 1) policy processes and the social determinants of health inequities; 
2) governance for health equity; 3) food systems, nutrition and climate change; 4) work, health and safety; 
and 5) regulation and governance of health care systems.

Trade, investment and intellectual property

The work in this cluster looks at the impacts of trade, investment and intellectual property regimes on 
the regulatory sovereignty and capacity of states, and the consequences that flow from those impacts. 
Research areas include the role of these regimes in regulatory globalisation; the influence of non-state 
actors upon these regimes; the institutional capacity of developing countries to meet globalised regulatory 
standards; the consequences of these regimes for state regulation of health and health equity; and the 
growth in international investment arbitration and its effects on state policy and regulation.
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Research
In 2018, RegNet scholars published over 115 
academic publications including a number 
of books which have been well received by 
practioners and academics domestically 
and worldwide, including Is International Law 
International? (Anthea Roberts); Cascades of 
Violence (John Braithwaite); Hybridity on the 
Ground in Peacebuilding and Development 
(Miranda Forsyth and Lia Kent); and Climate 
Change and the People’s Health (Sharon Friel).

This year saw the continuation of our 
collaborative projects with the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) on law 
and justice in the Philippines, overcoming 
sorcery accusation related violence in Papua 
New Guinea, and negotiating and reforming 
investment treaties in the Asia Pacific region.

RegNet also enjoyed success in winning research 
grants in 2018. Major grants included three ARC 
Discovery Awards, one ARC Linkage Award, 
and four Asia-Pacific Innovation Program (APIP) 
Awards. 

Looking forward to 2019
RegNet is driven by interdisciplinarity.  
In 2019 we look forward to forging new ideas 
and research collaborations inspired by our new 
colleagues and partners. We will also welcome 
an unprecedented number of students into our 
community, many of whom join us as established 
practitioners. 

We are excited about another year of our vibrant 
visiting scholars program, which brings in 
enviable expertise from renowned universities, 
governments and NGOs all over the world.

Education
2018 marked the expansion of RegNet’s 
postgraduate program offerings. We were 
delighted to launch the Master of Criminology, 
Justice and Regulation (MCJR) and the Master 
of Public Policy in Regulation (MPP Regulation) 
and to welcome a new cohort of eleven Masters 
students.

The MCJR draws on the pioneering work of 
RegNet scholars in criminology, cybercrime, 
restorative justice, conflict, peacebuilding and 
regulation.

The MPP in Regulation is offered in collaboration 
with the Crawford School of Public Policy and 
focuses on national and international regulation in 
areas including international investment law, trade 
policy, intellectual property rights, and health and 
health equity.

We welcomed seven new PhD scholars to our 
PhD program and four of our scholars graduated 
this year. Our congratulations to Nara Ganbat 
(Transcending human rights rationalism), Kristina 
Simon (Rule of law assistance in an authoritarian 
regime: intermediary actors in Myanmar’s 
transition), Christoph Sperfeldt (The promise 
and practice of victim reparations in international 
criminal justice) and Wenting Cheng (China: rule-
taker or rule-maker in the international intellectual 
property system?). 

Looking forward to 2019
In 2019, we welcome a new cohort of 
PhD students whose work are in fields of 
environmental and human rights regulation; food 
governance; regulating service user behaviour; 
and peacebuilding. 

Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W
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Engagement
2018 was another year filled with an exciting 
program of events showcasing our research and 
promoting collaboration with policymakers and 
practitioners.

We collaborated again with DFAT to host the Law 
and Justice Development Community of Practice 
Annual Workshop.Led by Professor Veronica 
Taylor, the Commuity of Practice brings together 
over 50 practitioners engaged in regional and 
international law and justice initiatives across 
Australia. 

Professor Rod Broadhurst led this year’s 
Organised Crime Forum in partnership with the 
Australian Institute for Criminology (AIC), bringing 
together researchers and practitioners from 
the law enforcement community for a two day 
forum discussing some of the most significant 
regulatory and global governance issues of our 
time. 

The annual RegNet Conversations series 
was on the theme of disruptions, with four 
panels focusing on how regulation and 
global governance can respond effectively to 
disruptions, and how regulators and other actors 
can work to disrupt problematic governance 
regimes or use disruptions to achieve helpful 
reforms.

Looking forward to 2019
We are developing an exciting program of 
events scheduled for 2019, including our annual 
Conversations seminar series. Join our mailing 
list at regnet.anu.edu.au to hear about upcoming 
events and the latest news and research. 

People
In 2018 we welcomed Danielle Anderson as 
School Manager and Samantha Bronar as 
Education Support Officer. We also welcomed Dr 
Abidah Setyowati as a Research Fellow focusing 
on natural resources and climate governance and 
Dr Deb Cleland took up the role of Postdoctoral 
Fellow focusing on regulation and social capital. 

Associate Professor Kathryn Henne won a 
Canadian Research Chair in Biogovernance, 
Law & Society at the University of Waterloo and 
was awarded the Criminologist of the Year by 
the American Society of Criminology, while Dr 
Christian Downie won the Early Career Research 
Impact Award from the Australian Institute of 
International Affairs (AIIA).

Two of our alumni received prestigious awards 
and recognition—Professor Megan Davies 
(UNSW’s first Pro Vice-Chancellor Indigenous)
was awarded the ANU Indigenous Alumna of 
the Year, while Dr Suzanne Akila won the ACT’s 
Woman Laywer of the Year in Government.

Professor Anthea Robert’s r book Is International 
Law International? won the American Society 
of International Law’s Certificate of Merit for a 
preeminent contribution to creative scholarship 
and Anthea was also promoted to Professor.

Looking forward to 2019
In 2019 we will welcome criminologist Dr Mai 
Sato as the new convenor of the Master of 
Criminology, Justice and Regulation as well as 
a member of the 2018 ANU Grand Challenges 
winning project, Zero-Carbon Energy for the 
Asia-Pacific, Dr Emma Aisbett.
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R E S E A R C H
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L AW,  J U S T I C E  A N D  H U M A N  R I G H T S

Chief Investigator: Associate Professor Miranda Forsyth 

Funding body: Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT)

Key partners: Building Safer Communities Program, PNG National Research Institute

Sorcery accusation related violence is seen as a growing problem in PNG and has attracted domestic 
and international calls for an effective government response. It is implicated in a range of negative 
developmental outcomes, including economic disempowerment, poor health, insecurity, persecution, 
and violence including torture and murder. 

This project supports PNG partners to address sorcery accusation related violence by developing 
and communicating a body of evidence regarding which interventions break the link between sorcery 
and violence and how they can best be supported. The project is heavily action-research focussed as 
it monitors and critiques the implementation of the Department of Justice’s Sorcery National Action 
Plan (SNAP) and its associated interventions.

Improving the impact of state and non-state 
interventions in overcoming sorcery accusation related 
violence in PNG

  Related opinion pieces
Miranda Forsyth, DevPolicy Blog, 2 July - Escaping sorcery related accusations

Miranda Forsyth, The Conversation, 4 Sept - Can we learn from the past in tackling 
witchcraft related violence today?

F E AT U R E D  P R O J E C T
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S O C I E T Y,  S A F E T Y  A N D  H E A LT H

Chief Investigator: Associate Professor Kathryn Henne

Funding body: Australian Research Council (ARC)

This interdisciplinary project explores the rise of traumatic brain injury (TBI) as a health concern, 
focusing on how shifting scientific and public health discourses frame the condition and its treatment. 
It considers how inequality mediates regulatory strategies targeting traumatic brain injury among sport 
participants, military personnel, and survivors of interpersonal violence in Australia, Canada, and the 
United States (including U.S. Pacific Island territories). 

The project aims to illuminate how science and regulation interact across contexts, as well as how 
they reflect shifting understandings of brain health, the mind and body, and (injured) human agency.

Tackling a silent epidemic: Regulatory science 
and traumatic brain injury

  Related journal articles
Kathryn Henne and Madeleine Pape, 26 April, Sociology of Sport Journal - Dilemmas of 
Gender and Global Sports Governance: An Invitation to Southern Theory
Kathryn Henne and Ian Ritchie, Journal of Criminological Research, Policy, and Practice - 
Amateurism, Scientific Control, and Crime: Historical Fluctuations in Anti-Doping 
Discourses in Sport

F E AT U R E D  P R O J E C T
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C L I M AT E ,  E N E R GY  A N D  T H E 
E N V I R O N M E N T

Chief Investigator: Dr Christian Downie

Funding body: Australian Research Council (ARC)

This project aims to improve how energy is governed at the global level. The project will produce new 
data and analytical tools for policymakers seeking to govern energy at the global level in the face of 
mounting challenges, including energy-related emmissions. In a rapidly changing international energy 
system, it will also enhance Australian policymakers’ capacity to strengthen the national energy 
sector, which by the end of the decade is expected to have yearly export earnings of $114 billion.

The project uses the theory and practice of global governance to examine and compare informal 
international organisations, such as the G20 and G7/8, to understand and explain the different 
ways in which these informal organisations govern energy. It is the first systematic study of these 
organisations in global environmental politics, and the project will also contribute theoretical tools and 
policy proposals for addressing the challenges associated with a failing international energy system, 
including energy security, energy access and climate change.

Who governs global energy? The role of informal 
international organisations

  Related opinion pieces

Christian Downie, The Conversation, 10 Sept – Lack of climate policy threatens to trip 
up Australian diplomacy this summit season

Christian Downie, The Conversation, 30 Nov - What makes the G20 a force for global 
good — when its members agree they want it to be

F E AT U R E D  P R O J E C T
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T R A D E ,  I N V E S T M E N T  A N D 
I N T E L L E C T U A L  P R O P E R T Y

Chief Investigator: Professor Susan Sell 

Funding Body: Australian Research Council (ARC)

This book project builds upon existing research and case studies of intellectual property (IP) and 
access to medicines led by Professor Susan Sell.

The projects asks if IP protection is a barrier for public health access, and if so, are there technology 
workarounds or successful campaigns combating this issue? This phase of the project will include 
research and fieldwork in places such as South Africa, Thailand and Brazil looking at patented 
medicines, germ plasm, seeds and copyrighted educational materials and digital media.

Books, drugs, seeds and green technology:  
the politics of access

  Related publications
Susan Sell, Emma Aisbett (+11 co-authors), 15 August – Rethinking International 
Investment Governance: Principles for the 21st Century

Susan Sell, Blayne Haggart, 5 November - A Double-Edged Sword? Blayne Haggart 
in conversation with Susan Sell

F E AT U R E D  P R O J E C T



132018 Annual Report

E D U C AT I O N
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Master of Criminology, Justice and 
Regulation

E D U C AT I O N

P R O G R A M S  O F F E R E D  I N  2 0 18  

Master of Public Policy in Regulation

Master of Criminology, Justice and 
Regulation (Advanced)

This unique Masters degree by coursework 
applies regulation and governance insights to 
combat criminal threats to economic well-being, 
social equity and cohesion, environmental 
sustainability and national security.

The program is distinguished by its 
interdisciplinary outlook, Asia Pacific orientation, 
stimulating curriculum, master classes with 
distinguished practitioners, internships, global 
networks and multiple career pathways. 

The research thesis at the core of the Advanced 
program is an opportunity to carry out an 
extended piece of independent, supervised 
research that has salience for your professional 
career, or that can be a pathway to the RegNet 
PhD.

The Program is designed to lead into, or 
progress, careers in regulatory policy and 
the management of illegal activity in Australia 
and the Asia Pacific region in organisations 
such as: Commonwealth Attorney-General’s 
Department; Australian Federal Police; state 
justice departments; policy units in government; 
state policing and corrections; NGOs delivering 
law and justice reforms in development; 
and international organisations tasked with 
peacekeeping and peacebuilding.

The development and implementation of public 
policy involves a complex mix of different 
actors, institutions and regulatory tools. Policy 
is often simultaneously domestic and global; an 
international trade agreement ratified in Geneva 
can affect the business model of local farmers in 
Tasmania or the health of consumers in Jakarta.

This program explores a range of regulatory 
approaches that stakeholders at the national 
and international levels use to pursue domestic 
and international agendas. Students will have 
the opportunity to explore topical issues in 
regulation including trade and investment, 
intellectual property, restorative justice and 
health inequity.
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Find out more:

regnet.anu.edu.au/study

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

Master of Philosophy
An MPhil can be a pathway to the RegNet PhD, 
or it can be an opportunity to apply regulation 
and governance insights to explore a problem of 
interest in the fields of social justice, sustainability 
and wellbeing.

The program takes between one and two years 
of full-time research to complete. It can also be 
completed as a part-time degree. This award is 
delivered principally on the basis of a research 
thesis comprising of original written work, most 
typically limited to 60,000 words.

In RegNet’s doctoral program students apply 
regulation and governance insights to to solve 
critical problems that enhance the world’s social 
justice, sustainability and wellbeing. 

What sets RegNet apart from other PhD 
programs internationally? 
• An interdisciplinary outlook
• An Asia Pacific orientation
• Educational excellence and world-class 

supervisors
• Global networks of visitors, associates and 

practitioners
• Multiple career pathways 
• Collegiality
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E N G A G E M E N T
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E N G A G E M E N T  A C T I V I T I E S

37 media 
interviews, 
press comments 
or podcasts

31 current 
research projects 
around the world

46 blogs or other 
online articles

120 academic 
publications  
including books,  
chapters, journal 
articles

156 policy/ 
practitioner 
meetings 
or presentations

15 policy 
submissions or 
commissioned 
policy research 
reports 

180+ people 
joined our 
network of 
academics & 
practitioners 

10 collaborative 
research projects 
co-designed 
with government  
agencies or  
departments

 

64 public events 

70 academic  
presentations to 
public/external 
audiences
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D I S R U P T I O N S :  R E G U L AT I O N  &  G O V E R N A N C E
The annual Conversations series took place over four 
weeks in November, bringing together regulatory 
scholars and practitioners to explore the theme of 
disruption. Sessions in the series looked at a range of  
contemporary regulatory and governance approaches 
dealing with health equity and public policy, energy 
policy, capitalism and institutions, and technology and 
trade in Asia and the Pacific through this theme.

Audio podcasts of the four panels can be found on the 
Regnet website under podcasts in the news and events 
tab.

     1. Is Asia Pacific a disruptor?
 The Asia Pacific is a highly disruptive and disrupted region in this post-colonial era
• Wenting Cheng  RegNet PhD Scholar  • Dori Patay  RegNet PhD Scholar
• Nick Frank  RegNet PhD Scholar   • Johan van der Walt  RegNet PhD Scholar
• Raymond Gao  RegNet PhD Scholar   • Ryan Wong  RegNet PhD Scholar
• Gary Lea  RegNet PhD Scholar   • Sora Lee  RegNet PhD Scholar

 2. Disrupting regulation & governance for health equity and the public good
 What changes in government, business & civil society are needed to create new norms?
• Richard Denniss  Chief Economist & former Executive Director of The Australia Institute
• Tessa Boyd-Cain  CEO of Health Justice Australia
• Dan Musil  Secretary of Earthworker Cooperative
• Sharon Friel  Director of RegNet
 

 3. Earth, disrupted: energy for change across the Asia-Pacific
 Drastically altering how we power our lives is a given if we want to avoid catastrophic climate change
• Anna Chang  Director of Communications at The Australia Institute
• Emma Aisbett  2018 ANU Grand Challenges Winner- Zero Carbon Energy for the Asia-Pacific
• Sango Mahanty  Human geographer, Crawford School of Public Policy
• Deborah Cleland  Postdoctoral Researcher, RegNet

 4. Predatory capitalism and disrupted institutions
 How has predatory capitalism disrupted non-economic institutions, such as cultural, social and 
democratic institutions?
• Susan Sell  RegNet Professor
• Valerie Braithwaite  RegNet Professor
• Johan van der Walt  RegNet PhD Scholar
• Corinne Proske  General Manager at Good Shepherd Microfinance

Panels

E V E N T S
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E V E N T S

This year’s Book Club Series launched four books by RegNet staff and alumni including Terence 
Halliday, Cynthia Banham, Robyn Holder, as well as a tribute to Emeritus Professor Peter Grabosky by 
alumni Russell Brewer and Lennon Chang. 

Book Club Series

From theory to 
reality: an academic’s 
encounter with the 
global public policy 
machine 

Sharon Friele

Selected podcasts
Audio podcasts of the RegNet seminar series are available on the RegNet website (regnet.anu.edu.
au/news-events/podcasts). Below are a few podcast highlights from the year.  

Global lawmakers: 
International 
organisations in the 
crafting of world 
markets 
Susan Sell, Terence 
Halliday & Sally Wheeler

Community law 
making initiatives in 
the Pacific

Various speakers

Renewing disruption: 
Energy for change 
across the Asia Pacific

Anna Chang, Emma 
Aisbett, Sango Mahanty, 
Deborah Cleland

Regulatory Theory: almost 30,000 downloads in 2018 
Regulatory Theory: Foundations and Applications, 
RegNet’s text edited by Peter Drahos, had over 
29,000 downloads, making it the fourth most 
downloaded book published by ANU Press in 
2018,. Regulatory Theory is still going strong and 
is available for download via ANU Press.

Download the book: bit.ly/regulationtheory
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Pushing forward the global 
agenda on the social 

determinants of health

Sharon Friel

Pushing to add human rights

Hilary Charlesworth

Policing Cyberspace

Roderic Broadhurst

Smarter Regulation

Valerie Braithwaite

Turning the Asia Pacific 
Green

Neil Gunningham

IP barriers for sustainable 
development

Susan Sell

Sorting through the 
witchcraft myths

Miranda Forsyth

Engaging the Philippines

Imelda Deinla

Network Power

Veronica Taylor

2018 Impact Case Studies (Available Online)

I M PA C T  C A S E  S T U D I E S
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Attorney-General’s
Agriculture and Water Resources 
Education and Training 
Environment and Energy 
Foreign Affairs and Trade 
Health 

Home Affairs 
Industry, Innovation and Science 
Infrastructure and Regional Development 
Jobs and Small Businesses 
Social Services 
Treasury

G O V E R N M E N T  A N D  P R A C T I T I O N E R S

RegNet researchers work on policy relevant projects in the Asia Pacific region and beyond. In 
Australia, our research currently spans the following commonwealth portfolios and their equivalents at 
the state and local level:

Government and practitioner visitors in 2018
  Dr Eliza Ahmed (Clinical Psychologist, Canberra) 

  Dr Chantal Blouin (National Public Health Institute of Quebec, Canada) 

  Dr Eric Kwa & colleagues (Constitutional & Law Reform Commission, PNG)

  Dr Melanie Pescud, Amy Ferguson, Sarah Ward & Rosemary Wright  
  (Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education) 

  Dr Nathan Harris (Clinical Psychologist, Canberra)

  Dr Seung-Hun Hong (Embassy of the Republic of Korea, Canberra)

  Dr Sarah James (World Vision, Vanuatu)

  Prof Paul Kelly & Ginny Sargent (ACT Government Health Directorate)

  Tapera Kapuya (World Youth Movement for Democracy)

  Dr Michael McKenzie (Australian Embassy in Jakarta, Indonesia))

  Dr Jacqueline Parry (International Organization for Migration)

  Dr Helene Shin (Department of Social Services)  

  Julian Slater OAM (Assistant Commissioner, Australian Federal Police)

  Dr Kyla Tienhaara (Greenpeace Australia Pacific)
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