Thi s paper provides an overvi ew of using pareto curves to identify "the
few' as a sanpling strategy for highly efficient experinental designs,
fromthe Sherman M nneapolis 'hot spots' experinments to David A ds'
hone-visiting nurses (recently attacked for being limted to the few)
to the new strategy the Unversity of Pennsylvania is devel oping for
conmuni ty supervision in Philadel phia. The paper will present the

rel evant distributions of human suffering, then discuss the

i mplications for the values, philosophy and politics of such a strategy



